
 

 

 

ANSWER 

UG TRB - ENGLISH 

The Age of Chaucer (1340–1400) 

 

1. Who is famously called the "Father of English Poetry"? 

A) John Gower 

B) Geoffrey Chaucer 

C) William Langland 

D) Dante Alighieri 

 

 

2. In which month does the pilgrimage in The Canterbury Tales begin? 

A) March 

B) May 

C) April 

D) June 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

3. How many pilgrims meet at the Tabard Inn, including the narrator? 

A) 29 

B) 30 

C) 31 

D) 32 

 

4. The rhyme scheme of the "Chaucerian Stanza" (Rhyme Royal) is: 

A) ABABCC 

B) ABABBCC 

C) ABABBC 

D) ABABACC 

 

 

5. Which of Chaucer's works is an elegy for the death of Blanche, 

Duchess of Lancaster? 

A) The House of Fame 

 B) The Parliament of Fowls 

 C) The Book of the Duchess  

D) Troilus and Criseyde  

 

6. Who wrote the alliterative poem Piers Plowman? 

A) John Gower 

B) William Langland 

C) John Wycliffe 



 

 

 

D) Thomas Hoccleve 

7. Chaucer served under which three successive English kings? 

A) Edward III, Richard II, Henry IV 

B) Henry IV, Henry V, Henry VI 

C) Edward II, Edward III, Richard II 

D) Richard II, Henry IV, Henry V 

 

8. Which dialect did Chaucer use that later became the standard for 

Modern English? 

A) Northern 

B) West Midland 

C) East Midland 

D) Southern 

 

9. In The Canterbury Tales, who tells the first tale? 

A) The Miller 

B) The Knight 

C) The Reeve 

D) The Prioress 

 

10. Who is known as the "Morning Star of the Reformation"? 

A) Geoffrey Chaucer 

B) John Wycliffe 

C) Martin Luther 



 

 

 

D) William Tyndale 

 

 

11. Which Italian author’s Decameron is often cited as a structural 

influence on The Canterbury Tales? 

A) Dante 

B) Petrarch 

C) Boccaccio 

D) Machiavelli 

 

12. The character of the "Wife of Bath" has been married how many 

times? 

A) Three 

B) Five 

C) Seven 

D) Two 

 

13. Which work of Chaucer is written in the form of a dream allegory 

about birds choosing their mates? 

A) The House of Fame  

B) The Legend of Good Women  

C) The Parliament of Fowls 

 D) Anelida and Arcite  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

14. Who is the host of the Tabard Inn? 

A) Harry Bailly 

B) Huberd 

C) Oswald 

D) Roger 

 

15. Which poem is Chaucer’s longest single finished poem? 

A) The Canterbury Tales  

B) Troilus and Criseyde  

C) The Romaunt of the Rose  

 

16. John Gower’s Confessio Amantis is written in which language? 

A) Latin 

B) French 

C) English 

D) Italian 

 

17. Which major event of 1348–1349 significantly reduced the 

population of England during Chaucer's time? 

A) The Peasants' Revolt 

B) The Black Death 

C) The Hundred Years' War 



 

 

 

D) The War of the Roses 

 

 

18. The Peasant's Revolt took place in which year? 

A) 1340 

B) 1381 

C) 1400 

D) 1350 

 

19. Who called Chaucer "The well of English undefiled"? 

A) Matthew Arnold 

B) Edmund Spenser 

C) John Dryden 

D) Dr. Johnson 

 

20. Which pilgrim in The Canterbury Tales is a "perpetual student" of 

Oxford? 

A) The Squire 

B) The Clerk 

C) The Monk 

D) The Friar 

 

21. Chaucer’s The Legend of Good Women is the first English work to 

use: 



 

 

 

A) Blank Verse 

B) The Heroic Couplet 

C) Spenserian Stanza 

D) Terza Rima 

22. Which of these is NOT one of the three estates in Medieval society? 

A) Those who pray (Clergy) 

B) Those who fight (Nobility) 

C) Those who work (Peasantry) 

D) Those who trade (Merchants) 

 

23. Who is the author of The Travels of Sir John Mandeville? 

A) Anonymous/Unknown 

B) John Gower 

C) William Langland 

D) Geoffrey Chaucer 

 

24. In The Canterbury Tales, the "Nun's Priest's Tale" is an example of 

a: 

A) Fabliau 

B) Beast Fable 

C) Exemplum 

D) Breton Lai 

 

25. The "Miller's Tale" is a classic example of a: 



 

 

 

A) Romance 

B) Fabliau 

C) Miracle Play 

D) Allegory 

 

 

26. Which poem by Chaucer is an unfinished work containing a series 

of biographies of famous women? 

A) The House of Fame 

 B) The Legend of Good Women  

C) The Book of the Duchess  

D) The Romaunt of the Rose  

 

27. "The Great Schism" refers to a division in: 

A) The English Monarchy 

B) The Catholic Church 

C) The House of Lancaster and York 

D) The Peasant Classes 

 

 

28. Who wrote the prose work The Tale of Melibee in The Canterbury 

Tales? 

A) The Parson 

B) Chaucer (as a pilgrim) 



 

 

 

C) The Man of Law 

D) The Monk 

 

 

 

29. Which pilgrim is described as having "a brooch of gold... on which 

was written 'Amor Vincit Omnia'"? 

A) The Wife of Bath 

B) The Prioress 

C) The Second Nun 

D) The Miller 

 

 

30. Chaucer was the first to be buried in the area of Westminster Abbey 

now known as: 

A) The Royal Crypt 

B) Poets' Corner 

C) The Nave 

D) The Altar 

 

31. The 15th Century in English Literature is often referred to as: 

A) The Golden Age 

B) The Barren Age 

C) The Age of Reason 



 

 

 

D) The Elizabethan Era 

 

 

 

 

 

32. Who introduced the printing press to England in 1476? 

A) Johannes Gutenberg 

B) William Caxton 

C) Wynkyn de Worde 

D) Richard Pynson 

 

33. Who wrote Le Morte d'Arthur? 

A) Sir Thomas More 

B) Sir Thomas Malory 

C) John Lydgate 

D) Thomas Hoccleve 

 

34. Which Scottish poet wrote The Kingis Quair? 

A) Robert Henryson 

B) William Dunbar 

C) King James I of Scotland 

 

35. Who are the "Scottish Chaucerians"? 



 

 

 

A) Poets who lived in the time of Chaucer 

B) Scottish poets who imitated Chaucer's style 

C) Critics of Chaucer in Scotland 

D) Translators of Chaucer into Scots 

 

 

36. John Skelton is known for his short, jerky, rhymed lines called: 

A) Skeltonics 

B) Blank Verse 

C) Free Verse 

D) Doggerel 

 

37. Who wrote Utopia in 1516? 

A) Erasmus 

B) Sir Thomas More 

C) John Colet 

D) Roger Ascham 

 

38. In which language was Utopia originally published? 

A) English 

B) French 

C) Latin 

D) Greek 

 



 

 

 

39. Who is credited with introducing the Sonnet into English literature? 

A) Earl of Surrey 

B) Sir Thomas Wyatt 

C) Philip Sidney 

D) Edmund Spenser 

 

40. Who introduced Blank Verse to English poetry? 

A) Sir Thomas Wyatt 

B) Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey 

C) Geoffrey Chaucer 

D) Christopher Marlowe 

 

41. What is the common name for Songs and Sonnets (1557)? 

A) The Paradise of Dainty Devices  

B) Tottel's Miscellany  

C) The Mirror for Magistrates  

D) The Phoenix Nest  

 

42. The Battle of Bosworth Field (1485) marked the beginning of which 

dynasty? 

A) Stuart 

B) Plantagenet 

C) Tudor 

D) Hanover 



 

 

 

 

43. Who wrote The Scholemaster? 

A) Sir Thomas Elyot 

B) Roger Ascham 

C) Thomas Wyatt 

D) John Skelton 

 

44. The "English Seneca" refers to the influence of which Roman 

playwright? 

A) Plautus 

B) Terence 

C) Seneca 

D) Ovid 

 

45. Who wrote The Regement of Princes? 

A) John Lydgate 

B) Thomas Hoccleve 

C) Stephen Hawes 

D) Alexander Barclay 

 

46. Which Scottish poet wrote The Testament of Cresseid? 

A) William Dunbar 

B) Robert Henryson 

C) Gavin Douglas 



 

 

 

D) David Lindsay 

 

47. The Ship of Fools (1509) was translated/adapted into English by: 

A) Alexander Barclay 

B) John Skelton 

C) Stephen Hawes 

D) John Lydgate 

 

 

48. Which work by Sir Thomas Elyot deals with the education of 

statesmen? 

A) The Scholemaster 

 B) The Boke Named the Governour  

C) The Toxophilus 

 D) The Anatomy of Melancholy Answer:  

 

49. Wyatt's sonnets were mostly based on the model of: 

A) Dante 

B) Petrarch 

C) Boccaccio 

D) Ronsard 

 

50. Who translated Virgil's Aeneid for the first time into English blank 

verse? 



 

 

 

A) Thomas Wyatt 

B) Earl of Surrey 

C) George Chapman 

D) Alexander Pope 

 

 

 

 

51. The "Act of Supremacy" (1534) established who as the head of the 

Church of England? 

A) The Pope 

B) King Henry VIII 

C) Archbishop of Canterbury 

D) Thomas More 

 

52. Who wrote the satirical poem The Bowge of Courte? 

A) Alexander Barclay 

B) John Skelton 

C) Thomas Wyatt 

D) Stephen Hawes 

 

53. The "Wars of the Roses" was a conflict between which two houses? 

A) Tudor and Stuart 

B) York and Lancaster 



 

 

 

C) Windsor and Bourbon 

D) Normandy and Anjou 

 

54. Which literary form became very popular in the 15th century, often 

associated with Robin Hood? 

A) The Epic 

B) The Ballad 

C) The Sonnet 

D) The Novel 

55. Who wrote The Temple of Glas? 

A) John Lydgate 

B) Thomas Hoccleve 

C) Stephen Hawes 

D) John Gower 

 

56. The title of William Dunbar’s famous poem on the marriage of 

James IV is: 

A) The Thistle and the Rose 

 B) The Golden Targe  

C) The Lament for the Makaris 

 D) The Dance of the Seven Sins  

 

57. Which poet famously lamented the deaths of his fellow poets in 

"Lament for the Makaris"? 

A) Robert Henryson 



 

 

 

B) William Dunbar 

C) James I 

D) Gavin Douglas 

 

58. The first book printed by Caxton in England was: 

A) The Canterbury Tales  

B) Dictes or Sayengis of the Philosophres  

C) Le Morte d'Arthur  

D) The Bible  

59. Which author was executed for refusing to acknowledge Henry VIII 

as head of the Church? 

A) Thomas Wyatt 

B) Thomas More 

 

C) Earl of Surrey 

D) John Skelton 

60. What is "Doggerel" verse? 

A) High-style courtly poetry 

B) Comic verse of irregular rhythm 

C) Verse without rhyme 

D) Religious hymns 

 

61. What is the earliest form of Medieval drama, performed in 

churches? 

A) Morality Plays 

B) Interludes 



 

 

 

C) Liturgical Drama 

D) Masques 

 

62. "Mystery Plays" are based on: 

A) Lives of Saints 

B) Biblical stories 

C) Abstract allegories 

D) Greek legends 

 

 

63."Miracle Plays" specifically deal with: 

A) The life of Christ 

B) Lives of Saints and their miracles 

C) Personified virtues and vices 

D) Roman history 

 

64. "Morality Plays" are characterized by: 

A) Biblical characters 

B) Allegorical characters  

C) Historical figures 

D) Royal protagonists 

 

65.Which is the most famous Morality Play? 

A) The Castle of Perseverance 



 

 

 

 B) Everyman  

C) Mankind 

 D) Wisdom  

 

66. What is the name of the festival during which Mystery plays were 

usually performed? 

A) Easter 

B) Christmas 

C) Corpus Christi 

D) Michaelmas 

 

67. Who organized and funded the Mystery Cycles in towns like York 

and Chester? 

A) The Church 

B) The Monarchy 

C) Trade Guilds 

D) Local Universities 

 

68. The movable stages used for Mystery plays were called: 

A) Scaffolds 

B) Pageants/Pageant Wagons 

C) Theaters 

D) Arenas 

 



 

 

 

69.How many plays are in the York Cycle? 

A) 24 

B) 48 

 

C) 32 

D) 12 

70.Which play cycle is famous for "The Second Shepherds' Tale"? 

A) York 

B) Chester 

C) Wakefield (Towneley) 

D) Coventry 

 

 

 

71. What is an "Interlude"? 

A) A long tragedy 

B) A short, witty play between banquet courses or acts 

C) A religious hymn 

D) A silent pantomime 

 

72. Who is the most famous writer of Interludes? 

A) John Heywood 

B) Nicholas Udall 

C) Thomas Sackville 

D) John Skelton 

 



 

 

 

73. John Heywood’s The Four PP includes which characters? 

A) Palmer, Pardoner, Poticary, Pedlar 

B) Priest, Prince, Peasant, Poet 

C) Painter, Physician, Pilot, Plumber 

D) None of the above 

 

74. What is considered the first English comedy? 

A) Gammer Gurton's Needle  

B) Ralph Roister Doister  

C) Everyman  

D) The Alchemist  

 

75. Who wrote Ralph Roister Doister? 

A) John Heywood 

B) Nicholas Udall 

C) Thomas Norton 

D) William Shakespeare 

 

76. Ralph Roister Doister was modeled after the works of: 

A) Seneca 

B) Plautus 

C) Sophocles 

D) Euripides 

 



 

 

 

77. What is considered the first English tragedy? 

A) The Spanish Tragedy 

 B) Gorboduc  

C) Hamlet 

 D) Tamburlaine  

 

78. Who were the authors of Gorboduc? 

A) Thomas Sackville and Thomas Norton 

B) Beaumont and Fletcher 

C) Wyatt and Surrey 

D) Marlowe and Kyd 

 

 

 

79. In what year was Gorboduc first performed? 

A) 1550 

B) 1561 

C) 1576 

D) 1588 

 

80. Which verse form was used for the first time in English drama in 

Gorboduc? 

A) Heroic Couplet 

B) Blank Verse 

C) Spenserian Stanza 

D) Free Verse 



 

 

 

 

81. Gorboduc is also known by the alternative title: 

A) Ferrex and Porrex  

B) The Tragedy of Kings  

C) The Mirror for Magistrates  

D) Endymion  

 

82. "The Vice" was a character type originally found in: 

A) Mystery Plays 

B) Miracle Plays 

C) Morality Plays 

D) Roman Comedy 

 

83. The comic play Gammer Gurton's Needle is attributed to: 

A) Nicholas Udall 

B) John Heywood 

C) "Mr. S" (likely William Stevenson) 

D) Thomas Sackville 

 

84. Which Roman dramatist was the primary model for early English 

tragedy? 

A) Terence 

B) Plautus 

C) Seneca 



 

 

 

D) Aristophanes 

 

85. What is the significance of the year 1561 in the history of English 

drama? 

A) The first public theater was built 

B) Gorboduc was performed 

C) Shakespeare was born 

D) Mystery plays were banned 

 

86. What is the theme of Everyman? 

A) The conquest of Jerusalem 

B) The struggle of the soul at the hour of death 

C) The life of Saint Nicholas 

D) The reign of King Arthur 

87. In Gorboduc, what happens to the kingdom? 

A) It prospers under a single ruler 

B) It is divided between two sons, leading to civil war 

C) It is conquered by Rome 

D) It becomes a republic 

 

88. The "Dumb Show" in Gorboduc is used to: 

A) Entertain the audience with music 

B) Summarize the action or theme before each act 

C) Show the climax of the play 



 

 

 

D) Introduce the protagonist 

 

89. Who is the protagonist in Ralph Roister Doister? 

A) A brave knight 

B) A vainglorious, foolish suitor 

C) A poor scholar 

D) A corrupt priest 

 

90. Early English comedies like Ralph Roister Doister were often 

performed by: 

A) Professional actors 

B) Schoolboys (at Eton or Westminster) 

C) Church monks 

D) Court ladies 

 

91. What is the name of the mischievous character in Ralph Roister 

Doister? 

A) Merrygreek 

B) Falstaff 

C) Everyman 

D) Puck 

 

 

92. Which Morality play features a castle as a metaphor for the human 

soul? 



 

 

 

A) Everyman  

B) The Castle of Perseverance 

C) Mankind  

D) The Pride of Life  

 

93. What was the "Harrowing of Hell" in Mystery plays? 

A) A comic scene about farming 

B) Christ’s descent into hell to rescue souls 

C) The fall of Lucifer 

D) A scene showing the Last Judgment 

 

 

 

 

94. The transition from religious to secular drama happened primarily 

through: 

A) Epic poems 

B) The Interlude 

C) The Sonnet 

D) Travelogues 

 

 

95. Which king was the patron of the authors of Gorboduc? 

A) Henry VIII 



 

 

 

B) Edward VI 

C) Queen Elizabeth I (Performed before her) 

D) James I 

 

 

96. In Everyman, which character is the only one to accompany him to 

the grave? 

A) Fellowship 

B) Goods 

C) Good Deeds 

D) Knowledge 

 

 

 

 

97. What is the main plot of Gammer Gurton's Needle? 

A) A hunt for a lost needle 

B) A war over a kingdom 

C) A love triangle 

D) A religious conversion 

 

 

98. The "Inns of Court" were important in drama because: 

A) They were where Mystery plays were written 



 

 

 

B) They were legal societies where plays like Gorboduc were staged 

C) They were the first commercial theaters 

D) They banned all performances 

 

 

99. Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of Senecan tragedy? 

A) Five-act structure 

B) Use of a Chorus 

C) Sensational violence and ghosts 

D) Happy endings 

 

 

 

 

 

100. The period 1400–1557 is often called the "Transition Period" 

because: 

A) It moved from Medieval to Renaissance ideals 

B) It moved from English to Latin 

C) It saw the end of the monarchy 

D) It was a time of no literary activity 
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ANSWER 

UG TRB - ENGLISH 

The Age of Shakespeare (1558–1625) 
1. In which play does the character "Caliban" appear? 

A) Macbeth 

B) The Tempest 

C) Othello 

D) Hamlet 

 

2. Which of Shakespeare’s tragedies is known as the "Tragedy of 

Reflection"? 

A) King Lear 

B) Othello 

C) Hamlet 

D) Macbeth 

 

3. "Life's but a walking shadow, a poor player..." occurs in which play? 

A) King Lear 

B) Macbeth 

C) Romeo and Juliet 

D) Julius Caesar 



 

 

 

 

4. Who is the "Hero" in Shakespeare's Venus and Adonis? 

A) Adonis 

B) Venus 

C) Cupid 

D) Mars 

 

5. Which play features the "Play-within-the-play" titled The Mousetrap? 

A) A Midsummer Night's Dream 

B) Hamlet 

C) The Taming of the Shrew 

D) Love's Labour's Lost 

 

6. Who is the villain in Othello? 

A) Cassio 

B) Iago 

C) Roderigo 

D) Brabantio 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

7. Shakespeare's The Winter's Tale is classified as a: 

A) Pure Tragedy 

B) History Play 

C) Romance/Tragicomedy 

D) Farce 

 

8. "Cowards die many times before their deaths; The valiant never taste 

of death but once." is from: 

A) Richard III 

B) Julius Caesar 

C) Antony and Cleopatra 

D) Henry V 

 

9. Who is the heroine of As You Like It? 

A) Portia 

B) Rosalind 

C) Viola 

D) Olivia 

 

10. The character "Falstaff" appears in which of these plays? 

A) Henry IV, Part 1 

B) The Merry Wives of Windsor 

C) Both A and B 



 

 

 

D) Henry V 

 

11. How many sonnets did Shakespeare write in total? 

A) 124 

B) 154 

C) 144 

D) 164 

 

12. To whom are the majority of Shakespeare's sonnets addressed? 

A) The Dark Lady 

B) A Fair Youth (Mr. W.H.) 

C) Queen Elizabeth 

D) Edmund Spenser 

 

13. The rhyme scheme of a Shakespearean sonnet is: 

A) ABAB CDCD EFEF GG 

B) ABBA ABBA CDE CDE 

C) ABAB BCBC CDCD EE 

D) AABB CCDD EEFF GG 

 

14. Which poem by Shakespeare is based on a Roman legend? 

A) Venus and Adonis 

B) The Rape of Lucrece 

C) The Phoenix and the Turtle 



 

 

 

D) A Lover's Complaint 

 

15. Who called Shakespeare an "upstart crow"? 

A) Christopher Marlowe 

B) Robert Greene 

C) Ben Jonson 

D) Philip Sidney 

 

16. Who is known as the "Father of English Revenge Tragedy"? 

A) Thomas Kyd 

B) Christopher Marlowe 

C) Ben Jonson 

D) John Webster 

 

17. Which play by Christopher Marlowe influenced Shakespeare’s The 

Merchant of Venice? 

A) Dr. Faustus 

B) The Jew of Malta 

C) Tamburlaine 

D) Edward II 

 

18. The term "University Wits" refers to a group of: 

A) Oxford and Cambridge scholars/playwrights 

B) Poets under Queen Elizabeth's court 



 

 

 

C) Scientists of the Royal Society 

D) Philosophers of the Renaissance 

 

19. Ben Jonson is famous for his "Comedy of ______": 

A) Manners 

B) Humours 

C) Errors 

D) Sentiment 

 

20. Which of the following is NOT a University Wit? 

A) John Lyly 

B) Thomas Lodge 

C) William Shakespeare 

D) George Peele 

 

21. Who wrote Euphues: The Anatomy of Wit? 

A) Francis Bacon 

B) John Lyly 

C) Philip Sidney 

D) Roger Ascham 

 

22. Francis Bacon is known as the father of English ______: 

A) Poetry 

B) Novel 



 

 

 

C) Essay 

D) Drama 

 

23. Sidney's Apology for Poetry was a reply to whose School of Abuse? 

A) Stephen Gosson 

B) Edmund Spenser 

C) Ben Jonson 

D) Robert Greene 

 

24. Bacon's essays are characterized by their: 

A) Aphoristic style 

B) Romantic imagery 

C) Religious zeal 

D) Narrative length 

 

25. The Authorized Version of the Bible (King James Version) was 

published in: 

A) 1603 

B) 1611 

C) 1588 

D) 1625 

 

26. What is the central theme of Macbeth? 

A) Revenge 



 

 

 

B) Vaulting Ambition 

C) Jealousy 

D) Racial Prejudice 

 

27. "Cross-dressing" is a major motif in which Shakespearean genre? 

A) Tragedies 

B) Comedies 

C) Histories 

D) Sonnets 

 

28. The theme of "Appearance vs. Reality" is central to which play? 

A) Hamlet 

B) Twelfth Night 

C) Both A and B 

D) Neither 

 

29. Which play explores the conflict between "Reason" and "Passion"? 

A) Antony and Cleopatra 

B) The Comedy of Errors 

C) Henry IV 

D) Two Gentlemen of Verona 

 

30. What is the "Hamartia" (tragic flaw) of Othello? 

A) Procrastination 



 

 

 

B) Ambition 

C) Jealousy/Credulity 

D) Pride 

 

31. "To be, or not to be" is a soliloquy from which Act and Scene of 

Hamlet? 

A) Act I, Scene i 

B) Act III, Scene i 

C) Act V, Scene ii 

D) Act II, Scene iii 

 

32. The song "Full fathom five thy father lies" appears in: 

A) Twelfth Night 

B) The Tempest 

C) Cymbeline 

D) As You Like It 

33. "Under the greenwood tree" is a famous lyric from: 

 

A) A Midsummer Night's Dream 

B) As You Like It 

C) Much Ado About Nothing 

D) The Merchant of Venice 

 



 

 

 

34. In which play does the character Bottom sing to prove he is not 

afraid? 

A) The Taming of the Shrew 

B) A Midsummer Night's Dream 

C) The Merry Wives of Windsor 

D) Pericles 

35. The famous line "The quality of mercy is not strained" is spoken by: 

A) Cordelia 

B) Portia 

C) Desdemona 

D) Isabella 

 

36. Which character is known as the "Prince of Denmark"? 

A) Claudius 

B) Laertes 

C) Hamlet 

D) Horatio 

 

37. Who is the "Dark Lady" in Shakespeare's sonnets? 

A) An unknown woman of dark complexion 

B) Mary Fitton (disputed) 

C) Both A and B are theories 

D) Queen Elizabeth I 

 



 

 

 

38. In King Lear, which daughter remains loyal to her father? 

A) Goneril 

B) Regan 

C) Cordelia 

D) Nerissa 

 

39. Who is the blind father of Edgar and Edmund in King Lear? 

A) Kent 

B) Gloucester 

C) Albany 

D) Cornwall 

 

40. Prospero is the rightful Duke of which city? 

A) Venice 

B) Milan 

C) Naples 

D) Rome 

 

41. Who disguises herself as "Ganymede" in As You Like It? 

A) Celia 

B) Phoebe 

C) Rosalind 

D) Audrey 

 



 

 

 

42. In Twelfth Night, Viola disguises herself as a page boy named: 

A) Sebastian 

B) Cesario 

C) Curio 

D) Valentine 

 

43. Which character says "I am a man more sinned against than 

sinning"? 

A) Macbeth 

B) Othello 

C) King Lear 

D) Richard II 

 

44. Who is the Roman general who falls in love with the Egyptian 

Queen? 

A) Julius Caesar 

B) Mark Antony 

C) Octavius Caesar 

D) Coriolanus 

 

45. Which play features the "Three Witches" or the "Weird Sisters"? 

A) Hamlet 

B) Macbeth 

C) The Winter's Tale 



 

 

 

D) Cymbeline 

 

46. What is the primary theme of Shakespeare's "Problem Plays"? 

A) Pure Romantic Love 

B) Complex Moral Dilemmas 

C) Historical Accuracy 

D) Physical Comedy 

 

47. The "Great Chain of Being" is a concept reflected in which play’s 

disorder? 

A) Macbeth 

B) Julius Caesar 

C) King Lear 

D) All of the above 

 

48. Which play uses the "Bed-trick" to resolve the plot? 

A) Measure for Measure 

B) All's Well That Ends Well 

C) Both A and B 

D) Much Ado About Nothing 

 

49. The term "Soliloquy" means: 

A) A dialogue between two enemies 

B) A character speaking their inner thoughts aloud to the audience 



 

 

 

C) A choral song in a tragedy 

D) The final scene of a comedy 

 

50. "Anagnorisis" in Shakespearean tragedy refers to: 

A) The hero's death 

B) The moment of recognition or discovery 

C) The comic relief 

D) The rising action 

51. In which year was the Globe Theatre built? 

A) 1588 

B) 1599 

C) 1613 

D) 1642 

 

52. What happened to the Globe Theatre in 1613? 

A) It was closed by Puritans 

B) It burned down during a performance of Henry VIII 

C) It was moved to Stratford 

D) It was converted into a church 

 

53. Who were the "Groundlings" in Elizabethan theatre? 

A) The wealthy nobles in the boxes 

B) The actors 

C) The poor spectators who stood in the pit 



 

 

 

D) The stage managers 

 

54. Shakespeare was a part-owner of which acting company? 

A) The Admiral's Men 

B) The Lord Chamberlain's Men (later King's Men) 

C) The Queen's Men 

D) The University Wits 

 

55. The "First Folio" of Shakespeare's plays was published in: 

A) 1603 

B) 1616 

C) 1623 

D) 1632 

 

56. Arrange Shakespeare's tragedies in chronological order: 

A) Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, Macbeth 

B) Macbeth, Hamlet, Othello, King Lear 

C) King Lear, Macbeth, Hamlet, Othello 

D) Othello, King Lear, Hamlet, Macbeth 

 

57. Which play was omitted from the First Folio? 

A) Troilus and Cressida 

B) Pericles 

C) Titus Andronicus 



 

 

 

D) Timon of Athens 

 

 

58. Who wrote The Spanish Tragedy, which influenced Hamlet? 

A) Christopher Marlowe 

B) Thomas Kyd 

C) Robert Greene 

D) John Webster 

59. Ben Jonson's Every Man in His Humour features which famous 

actor/playwright in the cast? 

 

A) Christopher Marlowe 

B) William Shakespeare 

C) Edmund Spenser 

D) Philip Sidney 

 

60. The phrase "Small Latin and less Greek" was used for Shakespeare 

by: 

A) Robert Greene 

B) Ben Jonson 

C) Matthew Arnold 

D) Samuel Johnson 

 

61. Francis Bacon's Novum Organum was written in: 



 

 

 

A) English 

B) Latin 

C) French 

D) Greek 

 

 

 

 

62. "Studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for ability" is from 

which essay? 

A) Of Truth 

B) Of Studies 

C) Of Revenge 

D) Of Friendship 

 

63. Who is considered the "English Montaigne"? 

 

A) John Lyly 

B) Francis Bacon 

C) Thomas Nashe 

D) Richard Hooker 

 

64. Which work is an example of an Elizabethan Picaresque novel? 

 



 

 

 

A) Euphues 

B) The Unfortunate Traveller (by Thomas Nashe) 

C) Arcadia 

D) Rosalynde 

 

 

 

 

 

65. Sir Philip Sidney's Arcadia is a: 

A) Tragedy 

B) Pastoral Romance 

C) Revenge Drama 

D) Epic Poem 

 

66. Who is the "Master of the Revels"? 

A) A lead actor 

B) The official who licensed plays and censored content 

C) The owner of the theatre 

D) A comic character in Falstaff plays 

 

67. The "Blank Verse" consists of: 

A) Rhymed Iambic Pentameter 

B) Unrhymed Iambic Pentameter 



 

 

 

C) Rhymed Trochaic Tetrameter 

D) Free Verse 

 

68. Which Shakespearean play is the shortest? 

A) The Comedy of Errors 

B) Macbeth 

C) Hamlet 

D) The Tempest 

 

69. Which play is the longest? 

A) King Lear 

B) Richard III 

C) Hamlet 

D) Cymbeline 

 

70. "Frailty, thy name is woman!" occurs in: 

A) Othello 

B) Hamlet 

C) King Lear 

D) Macbeth 

 

71. Who is the "Fool" in King Lear who provides prophetic insights? 

A) Touchstone 

B) Feste 



 

 

 

C) The Fool (unnamed) 

D) Puck 

 

72. In The Merchant of Venice, how many caskets must the suitors 

choose from? 

A) Two 

B) Three 

C) Four 

D) Five 

 

73. Which character is the "Moor" of Venice? 

A) Iago 

B) Cassio 

C) Othello 

D) Brabantio 

 

74. Who kills Tybalt in Romeo and Juliet? 

A) Mercutio 

B) Romeo 

C) Benvolio 

D) Paris 

 

75. What is the name of the forest in As You Like It? 

A) Forest of Dean 



 

 

 

B) Forest of Arden 

C) Sherwood Forest 

D) Birnam Wood 

 

76. Edmund Spenser dedicated The Faerie Queene to: 

A) King James I 

B) Queen Elizabeth I 

C) Sir Philip Sidney 

D) The Earl of Essex 

 

77. The "Spenserian Stanza" consists of how many lines? 

A) 8 

B) 9 

C) 14 

D) 7 

 

78. Who wrote the poem Hero and Leander (later finished by George 

Chapman)? 

A) William Shakespeare 

B) Christopher Marlowe 

C) Ben Jonson 

D) John Donne 

 

79. "The Shepherd’s Calendar" (1579) was written by: 



 

 

 

A) Philip Sidney 

B) Edmund Spenser 

C) Michael Drayton 

D) Samuel Daniel 

 

80. Shakespeare's "Sonnets to the Dark Lady" comprise which 

sequence? 

A) 1–126 

B) 127–152 

C) 153–154 

D) 1–154 

81. Which work by Francis Bacon describes a utopian society? 

A) The Advancement of Learning 

B) New Atlantis 

C) Sylva Sylvarum 

D) History of Henry VII 

 

82. Who is the author of The Anatomy of Melancholy (1621)? 

A) Robert Burton 

B) Francis Bacon 

C) Thomas Browne 

D) John Lyly 

 



 

 

 

83. John Lyly's prose style, characterized by alliteration and antithesis, 

is called: 

A) Petrarchan 

B) Euphuism 

C) Gongorism 

D) Marinism 

 

84. Who wrote Pandosto, the source for Shakespeare's The Winter's 

Tale? 

A) Thomas Lodge 

B) Robert Greene 

C) John Lyly 

D) Thomas Nashe 

85. The first English translation of Homer was done by: 

A) Alexander Pope 

B) George Chapman 

C) John Dryden 

D) Thomas North 

 

86. Shakespeare's "Roman Plays" are primarily based on whose Lives? 

 

A) Holinshed 

B) Plutarch 

C) Boccaccio 



 

 

 

D) Saxo Grammaticus 

 

87. In Hamlet, what is the name of the castle? 

A) Inverness 

B) Elsinore 

C) Dunsinane 

D) Windsor 

 

88. Which of Shakespeare's comedies is known for its "dark" tone and is 

often called a Problem Play? 

A) A Midsummer Night's Dream 

B) Measure for Measure 

C) Much Ado About Nothing 

D) Twelfth Night 

89. Who is the "Revenge Hero" in The Spanish Tragedy? 

A) Hieronimo 

B) Horatio 

C) Lorenzo 

D) Balthazar 

 

90. Ben Jonson’s "Volpone" is a satire on: 

A) Greed and Avarice 

B) Religious Hypocrisy 

C) Political Corruption 



 

 

 

D) Romantic Love 

 

91. The concept of "Negative Capability" was used by Keats to 

describe: 

A) Milton 

B) Shakespeare 

C) Wordsworth 

D) Coleridge 

 

92. Which play features the "Handkerchief" as a vital plot device (token 

of love)? 

A) Cymbeline 

B) Othello 

C) The Winter's Tale 

D) Pericle 

93. The "Unities" of Time, Place, and Action are strictly followed in 

which play? 

A) King Lear 

B) The Tempest 

C) Antony and Cleopatra 

D) Hamlet 

 

94.  Which character represents "Colonialism" in The Tempest? 

A) Ariel 

B) Prospero 



 

 

 

C) Caliban 

D) Ferdinand 

 

95."The rest is silence" are the last words of: 

A) Macbeth 

B) King Lear 

C) Hamlet 

D) Romeo 

 

96. In which play does a character die by being "pursued by a bear"? 

A) Macbeth 

B) The Winter's Tale 

C) Titus Andronicus 

D) King Lear 

 

97. Who is the "Jew of Malta" in Marlowe's play? 

A) Shylock 

B) Barabas 

C) Tubal 

D) Iago 

 

98. What is the name of the theater where Shakespeare’s plays were 

performed? 

A) The Swan 



 

 

 

B) The Rose 

C) The Globe 

D) All of the above 

 

99. Which play deals with the "War of the Roses"? 

A) Richard III 

B) Henry VI 

C) Both A and B 

D) Julius Caesar 

 

100. Which Shakespearean play is often considered his "Farewell to the 

Stage"? 

 A) The Winter's Tale 

B) Cymbeline 

C) The Tempest 

D) Henry VIII 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

வடிவம஫ப்பு 
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ANSWER 

UG TRB - ENGLISH 

The Age of Milton (1625–1660) 
 

1. Which of the following is the primary "Grand Style" characteristic of Milton's 

Paradise Lost? 

 

 A) Use of simple, colloquial language 

B) Frequent use of epic similes and Latinized syntax 

C) Focus on courtly love and romance 

D) Short, rhyming couplets 

 

2. In Paradise Lost, Book I, who is described as the "Architect of Pandemonium"?  

A) Moloch 

B) Belial 

C) Mulciber 

D) Mammon 

 

3. "The mind is its own place, and in itself can make a heaven of hell, a hell of 

heaven." Who speaks these lines?  

A) God the Father 

B) Beelzebub 

C) Adam 

D) Satan 



 

 

 

4. Milton's Areopagitica (1644) is a famous prose work written in defense of:  

 

A) The execution of Charles I 

B) Freedom of the press and against licensing 

C) The Puritan lifestyle 

D) The use of blank verse in poetry 

 

5. In which book of Paradise Lost does the Fall of Man actually take place? 

  

A) Book IV 

B) Book IX 

C) Book XII 

D) Book VI 

 

6. Which character in Paradise Lost is associated with "ignoble ease and peaceful 

sloth"?  

 

A) Mammon 

B) Moloch 

C) Belial 

D) Beelzebub 

 

7. Milton’s Lycidas is an elegy written on the death of his friend:  

A) Arthur Hallam 

B) Edward King 

C) Charles Diodati 

D) Henry Lawes 



 

 

 

 

8. Milton's Samson Agonistes is a closet drama modeled on: 

 

 A) Shakespearean Tragedy 

B) Greek Tragedy (Sophocles/Euripides) 

C) Roman Comedy 

D) French Neoclassical Drama 

 

9. What is the central theme of Milton’s sonnet "On His Blindness"? 

 

 A) Regret over lost youth 

B) Political rebellion 

C) Submission to God’s will and patience 

D) The beauty of nature 

 

10. Comus is a famous ________ written by Milton. 

 

 A) Epic 

B) Masque 

C) Sonnet sequence 

D) Satire 

 

11. Who famously remarked that Milton was "of the Devil's party without 

knowing it"?  

A) Samuel Johnson 

B) William Blake 

C) T.S. Eliot 



 

 

 

D) Matthew Arnold 

12. Which group of poets during the Age of Milton supported King Charles I and 

wrote about "Carpe Diem" (Seize the day)?  

 

A) The Metaphysical Poets 

B) The Cavalier Poets 

C) The Graveyard Poets 

D) The Lake Poets 

 

13. Who wrote the famous Cavalier poem "To His Coy Mistress"?  

 

A) Robert Herrick 

B) Richard Lovelace 

C) Andrew Marvell 

D) Sir John Suckling 

 

14. Robert Herrick’s famous line "Gather ye rosebuds while ye may" belongs to 

which poem? 

 

 A) To Daffodils 

B) To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time 

C) Delia 

D) The Garden 

 

15. Jeremy Taylor and Sir Thomas Browne are major _______ writers of the Age 

of Milton.  

A) Lyric 

B) Epic 

C) Prose 

D) Dramatic 



 

 

 

 

16. In Paradise Lost, which angel is sent to Adam to tell him about the history of 

the world and the future of his progeny?  

 

A) Gabriel  

B) Michael  

C) Raphael 

D) Uriel  

 

17. How many books did the first edition (1667) of Paradise Lost contain? 

 

 A) 10 

 B) 12  

C) 8 

 D) 14  

 

18. What is the stated purpose of Milton's Paradise Lost? 

 

 A) To celebrate the English Revolution 

 B) To justify the ways of God to men  

C) To mourn the loss of his eyesight  

D) To criticize the Catholic Church  

 

19. In Paradise Regained, which of the following is the primary location of the 

action? 

 A) The Garden of Eden 

 B) The Wilderness  

C) The Gates of Hell  



 

 

 

D) Mount Olympus 

 20. Which character represents "The Mother of Mankind" in Milton's epic? 

 

 A) Mary  

B) Sin  

C) Eve  

D) Urania  

 

21. Who wrote the famous line, "Stone walls do not a prison make, Nor iron bars 

a cage"?  

 

A) Robert Herrick  

B) Sir John Suckling  

C) Richard Lovelace  

D) Thomas Carew  

 

22. Which poet is known for the "Religious Metaphysical" style and wrote The 

Temple (1633)? 

 

A) John Donne  

B) George Herbert 

C) Henry Vaughan  

D) Richard Crashaw 

 

 23. The "Cavalier Poets" were primarily known for their loyalty to:  

A) Oliver Cromwell  

B) King Charles I 

C) The Parliament  



 

 

 

D) The Pope  

24. Which poem by Andrew Marvell uses the "mower" as a central figure? 

 

A) The Garden  

B) Bermudas  

C) Damon the Mower 

D) An Horatian Ode  

 

25. Abraham Cowley is best known for introducing which type of poem to 

English literature?  

 

A) The Petrarchan Sonnet  

B) The Pindaric Ode  

C) The Spenserian Stanza  

D) The Heroic Couplet  

 

26. In The Tenure of Kings and Magistrates, Milton argues that:  

 

A) Kings are appointed by Divine Right 

B) People have the right to depose and execute a tyrant 

C) Education should be restricted to the elite  

D) The Church should rule the State 

 

 27. Who is the author of Religio Medici (1642), a famous prose work of this 

period?  

A) John Milton 

B) Sir Thomas Browne 

C) Izaak Walton 



 

 

 

D) Jeremy Taylor  

28. Izaak Walton's The Compleat Angler is a classic work on:  

 

A) Political philosophy  

B) The art of fishing and peaceful meditation  

C) Military tactics  

D) Puritan theology  

 

29. Which work did Milton write to justify the execution of King Charles I? 

 

 A) Eikonoklastes 

 B) Areopagitica 

 C) Lycidas 

 D) Il Penseroso  

 

30. What is the central theme of Milton’s Of Education?  

 

A) Strict religious schooling  

B) A curriculum based on both classical and practical knowledge  

C) The abolition of universities  

D) Teaching only in English, not Latin  

 

31. In L'Allegro, the title roughly translates from Italian as: 

A) The Thoughtful Man 

B) The Melancholy Man  

C) The Cheerful/Happy Man 

 D) The Holy Man  



 

 

 

 

32. Which Greek goddess does Milton invoke at the beginning of Il Penseroso? 

 

A) Venus 

B) Melancholy  

C) Diana 

D) Athena  

 

33. In L'Allegro, Milton invites which of the following personifications to 

accompany him?  

 

A) Mirth (Euphrosyne)  

B) Solitude  

C) Wisdom 

 D) Death  

 

34. The poem On the Morning of Christ's Nativity was written by Milton when he 

was:  

A) 50 years old 

B) 21 years old  

C) In exile  

D) Blind  

 

35. Which of the following is a "pastoral" element found in Lycidas?  

 

A) City life and industrialization  

B) Shepherds, sheep, and mourning in nature  

C) Military battles and conquests  



 

 

 

D) Space travel and stars  

36. Who is the "Hero" of Paradise Lost according to many Romantic poets (like 

Shelley and Byron)?  

 

A) Adam  

B) God 

C) Satan 

 D) Christ  

 

37. In Book II of Paradise Lost, which fallen angel advocates for "Open War"?  

 

A) Belial 

B) Mammon 

C) Moloch  

D) Beelzebub  

 

38. The character "Sin" in Paradise Lost is born from whose head?  

 

A) God's  

B) Adam's 

C) Satan's 

 D) Death's  

 

39. Who is the "Affable Archangel" who visits Adam and Eve to warn them of 

Satan?  

A) Michael  

B) Raphael  

C) Uriel  



 

 

 

D) Abdiel  

40. Which angel is the only one to stand up and defy Satan in the rebel councils?  

A) Gabriel 

B) Michael  

C) Abdiel  

D) Zophiel  

 

41. Sir Thomas Browne’s Urn Burial (Hydriotaphia) is a meditation on: 

 

 A) Ancient Greek pottery 

B) Death, burial customs, and immortality  

C) The English Civil War  

D) Gardening  

 

42. Which prose work by Milton discusses the reform of the English marriage 

laws?  

 

A) The Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce  

B) Eikonoklastes  

C) Of Education  

D) The Ready and Easy Way  

 

43. Who is the author of The Temple of Sacred Poems, known for "pattern 

poems" like "The Altar" and "Easter Wings"?  

A) John Donne  

B) Henry Vaughan  

C) George Herbert  

D) Richard Crashaw  



 

 

 

 

44. Thomas Hobbes’ Leviathan (1651) argues for:  

 

A) A democratic republic  

B) A strong, absolute sovereign to maintain order 

C) The abolition of the monarchy  

D) Rule by the clergy  

 

45. Which metaphysical poet wrote Silex Scintillans and was deeply influenced by 

George Herbert?  

 

A) Abraham Cowley 

B) Henry Vaughan 

C) Thomas Carew  

D) Richard Lovelace  

 

46. Match the following works with their publication years: 

1. Areopagitica — (i) 1667 

2. Paradise Lost — (ii) 1644 

3. Samson Agonistes — (iii) 1637 

4. Lycidas — (iv) 1671 

A) 1-ii, 2-i, 3-iv, 4-iii  

B) 1-i, 2-ii, 3-iii, 4-iv  

C) 1-iii, 2-iv, 3-i, 4-ii 

 D) 1-iv, 2-iii, 3-ii, 4-i  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

47. In which work does Milton refer to "the pilot of the Galilean lake"?  

 

A) Comus  

B) Lycidas  

C) Paradise Regained  

D) Samson Agonistes  

 

48. Which poet was imprisoned for his loyalty to the King and wrote "To 

Lucasta, Going to the Wars"?  

 

A) John Suckling  

B) Richard Lovelace  

C) Robert Herrick  

D) Edmund Waller  

 

49. The term "Metaphysical Poets" was first coined by: 

A) John Dryden 

B) Samuel Johnson  

C) T.S. Eliot  

D) Alexander Pope  

 

50. What is the central theme of Milton's Samson Agonistes?  

A) The fall of a hero and his final spiritual triumph  

B) The romantic pursuit of Delilah  

C) A historical account of the Philistines  



 

 

 

D) The importance of physical strength  

 

 

51. Milton’s "Grand Style" is characterized by the use of "Enjambment." What 

does this mean?  

 

A) Words that rhyme at the end of every line 

B) The continuation of a sentence without a pause beyond the end of a line 

C) Using only short, monosyllabic words  

D) Writing in a local dialect  

 

52. In Paradise Lost, which figure represents "Chaos" and "Night"?  

A) The inhabitants of the abyss surrounding Hell  

B) The names of Satan’s twin sons  

C) The guardians of the Tree of Knowledge  

D) The judges of the underworld  

 

53. "A poem of huge length, which the reader peruses a duty, and finds it a duty 

to have read." Who said this about Paradise Lost? 

 

A) Samuel Johnson  

B) T.S. Eliot  

C) Alexander Pope  

D) John Dryden  

 

54. Milton’s sonnets primarily follow which structure?  

A) Shakespearean (3 quatrains and a 

couplet)  

B) Petrarchan (Octave and Sestet) 

C) Spenserian (Interlocking rhyme) 



 

 

 

 D) Free Verse  

 

 

 

55. Which muse does Milton invoke at the beginning of Paradise Lost?  

 

A) Calliope  

B) Clio  

C) Urania 

D) Thalia  

 

56. Which poem by Robert Herrick encourages women to marry while they are 

young?  

 

A) To Anthea  

B) Corinna's Going A-Maying  

C) To Blossoms  

D) The Night-Piece, to Julia  

 

57. The "Metaphysical Conceit" is best defined as: 

 A) A simple, direct comparison between two similar things  

B) An elaborate, intellectually demanding metaphor comparing two very 

dissimilar things  

C) A form of religious prayer  

D) A type of satire used in politics  

 

58. Which Metaphysical poet is famous for his "Sacred Poems" and the concept 

of "The Retraction"?  



 

 

 

 

A) Henry Vaughan  

B) John Donne 

C) Andrew Marvell  

D) Thomas Carew 

 

59. In Andrew Marvell’s "To His Coy Mistress," the poet uses the image of 

"Time's winged chariot" to represent:  

 

A) The glory of the King 

B) The approach of death and the passing of time 

C) A journey to the New World  

D) The speed of the English navy  

 

60. Which of these poets is NOT a Cavalier Poet?  

 

A) Richard Lovelace  

B) Sir John Suckling 

C) George Herbert  

D) Robert Herrick  

 

 

61. In Paradise Lost, who is the first to follow Satan in his rebellion?  

 

A) Moloch  

B) Beelzebub 

C) Belial  

D) Mammon  

 



 

 

 

62. "Better to reign in Hell, than serve in Heav'n." This famous line appears in 

which book? 

 

A) Book I  

B) Book IV  

C) Book IX 

 D) Book XII

 63. The character of Delilah in Samson Agonistes is often seen as a symbol of:  

 

A) Faithfulness  

B) Treachery and temptation 

C) Divine wisdom  

D) Maternal love  

 

64. Who is described as "The last of the Elizabethans and the first of the 

Moderns"?  

 

A) William Shakespeare 

B) John Milton 

C) John Donne  

D) Ben Jonson  

 

65. The "Rump Parliament" is associated with which period of the Age of 

Milton? 

 

A) The beginning of the Caroline Age  

B) The execution of Charles I and the start of the Commonwealth 

C) The Restoration of Charles II 

D) The publication of Paradise Lost  

 



 

 

 

66. What was the "Eikon Basilike"? 

 A) A poem by Milton  

B) A book purportedly written by King Charles I before his execution 

C) A law banning theaters  

D) A treaty with France  

67. Milton served as the "Latin Secretary" to which political leader? 

 

 A) Charles I  

B) Charles II  

C) Oliver Cromwell  

D) James I  

 

68. Which year marked the "Closing of the Theaters" by the Puritans?  

 

A) 1625  

B) 1642  

C) 1660  

D) 1667  

 

69. Which of the following works by Milton deals with the "Christian Doctrine"? 

 

 A) De Doctrina Christiana 

 B) Pro Populo Anglicano Defensio 

 C) Tetrachordon 

 D) Colasterion  

 

70. The "Age of Milton" is largely characterized by the conflict between:  



 

 

 

A) Classicism and Romanticism  

B) Royalists (Cavaliers) and Parliamentarians (Puritans)  

C) Science and Superstition  

D) Capitalism and Feudalism  

 

71. Who wrote the famous essay "Milton’s Grand Style" to analyze the poet's 

linguistic complexity? 

 

 A) T.S. Eliot  

B) Matthew Arnold 

C) F.R. Leavis  

D) William Hazlitt  

 

72. T.S. Eliot famously criticized Milton in his 1936 essay for causing a 

"dissociation of ________."  

 

A) Personality 

B) Sensibility  

C) Imagination  

D) Verse  

 

73. Which critic argued that "Milton was a great poet and a bad influence," 

suggesting his style was too difficult for others to follow? 

 

A) Samuel Johnson  

B) Ezra Pound  

C) T.S. Eliot  

D) Harold Bloom  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

74. The "Satanic School of Poetry" is a term often associated with which group’s 

interpretation of Milton? 

 

A) The Puritans  

B) The Romantics (Blake, Shelley, etc.)  

C) The Neoclassicists  

D) The Victorians  

 

75. In The Anxiety of Influence, Harold Bloom uses Milton as the primary 

example of a: 

 

A) Weak Poet  

B) Strong Poet 

 C) Precursor Poet 

 D) Satiric Poet  

 

76. Which fruit is specifically mentioned as the "Forbidden Fruit" in the text of 

Paradise Lost? 

A) Apple 

B) Pomegranate 

C) It is never specifically named as a known earthly fruit (it is the "Fruit of the 

Tree") 

D) Fig 



 

 

 

 

77. The council of the fallen angels in Book II is held in the palace of: 

 

A) Tartarus 

B) Pandemonium 

C) Gehenna 

D) Dis 

 

78. What is the name of the bridge built by Sin and Death in Book X? 

 

A) The Bridge of Sighs 

B) The Bridge over Chaos 

C) The Causeway to Earth 

D) The Rainbow Bridge 

 

79. Milton’s description of Hell as "No light, but rather darkness visible" is an 

example of: 

 

A) Oxymoron 

B) Hyperbole 

C) Simile 

D) Personification 

 

80. In Book XII, Adam is shown a vision of the future. This literary device is known 

as: 

 

A) In medias res 

B) Epic Simile 

C) Anagnorisis 

D) Prophetic Vision / Catalog of Heroes 



 

 

 

 

81. Areopagitica was written as a speech addressed to: 

 

A) King Charles I 

B) Oliver Cromwell 

C) The Parliament of England 

D) The University of Cambridge 

 

82. The poem Il Penseroso ends with the speaker wishing for: 

 

A) A life of quiet study and a "hermitage" 

B) A life of dancing and music 

C) A career in politics 

D) A military victory 

 

 

83. Who is the "Lady" in Milton’s masque Comus representing? 

 

A) Luxury 

B) Chastity and Virtue 

C) Deception 

D) Nature 

 

 

84. "He for God only, she for God in him." This line describes the relationship 

between: 

 

A) Satan and Sin 

B) Adam and Eve 



 

 

 

C) Christ and the Church 

D) Samson and Delilah 

 

 

 

 

85. Which poet wrote the "Vision of Retraction," expressing regret for his earlier 

secular poems? 

 

A) John Donne 

B) Henry Vaughan 

C) Robert Herrick 

D) Richard Crashaw 

 

 

86. The concept of "White Magic" or "Hermeticism" is strongly found in the poetry of: 

 

A) John Milton  

B) Henry Vaughan 

C) Sir John Suckling 

D) Thomas Carew 

 

87. Abraham Cowley’s collection The Mistress is a series of: 

 

A) Religious hymns 

B) Love poems 

C) Political satires 



 

 

 

D) Elegies 

 

88. Who is the author of the prose work The Holy State and the Profane State (1642)? 

 

A) Thomas Fuller 

B) Jeremy Taylor 

C) Izaak Walton 

D) John Bunyan 

 

89. Milton’s Lycidas contains a famous "digression" attacking: 

 

A) The Monarchy 

B) The corrupt clergy of the Church 

C) The lack of education in England 

D) The Metaphysical poets 

 

90. Which of Milton's works was published in the same year as Samson Agonistes? 

 

A) Lycidas 

B) Paradise Lost 

C) Paradise Regained 

D) Areopagitica 

 

91. Who described Milton's blank verse as "verse only to the eye"? 

 

A) Samuel Johnson 

B) Thomas Gray 

C) Lord Byron 

D) Alexander Pope 



 

 

 

 

92. In Samson Agonistes, Samson is a prisoner in which city? 

 

A) Jerusalem 

B) Gaza 

C) Babylon 

D) Tyre 

93. Which figure from Greek mythology does Milton compare himself to in Paradise 

Lost regarding his blindness? 

 

A) Oedipus 

B) Thamyris and blind Maeonides (Homer) 

C) Prometheus 

D) Hercules 

 

94. "Thy soul was like a Star, and dwelt apart." This tribute to Milton was written by: 

 

A) John Keats 

B) William Wordsworth 

C) P.B. Shelley 

D) Lord Tennyson 

 

 

95. Milton's The Ready and Easy Way to Establish a Free Commonwealth was 

published just before: 

 

A) The Civil War started 

B) The Restoration of the Monarchy 



 

 

 

C) The Great Fire of London 

D) His death 

 

 

 

 

 

96. The "Age of Milton" spans roughly from the death of James I to the: 

 

A) Death of Milton 

B) Restoration of Charles II 

C) Glorious Revolution 

D) Publication of Paradise Lost 

 

97. Which of the following is an example of an Epic Simile in Paradise Lost? 

 

A) Comparing Satan’s shield to the Moon 

B) Comparing Eve to a flower 

C) Comparing the fallen angels to autumn leaves in Vallombrosa 

D) All of the above 

 

98. The character "Beelzebub" in Paradise Lost is often called Satan's: 

 

A) Enemy 

B) Second-in-command 

C) Son 

D) Creator 



 

 

 

 

99. What is the poetic meter of Paradise Lost? 

 

A) Dactylic Hexameter 

B) Iambic Pentameter (Blank Verse) 

C) Trochaic Tetrameter 

D) Anapestic Trimeter 

 

100. Milton's works are often divided into three periods: The Horton Period, the Prose 

Period, and the _______ Period. 

 

A) Early Period 

B) Blind/Epic Period 

C) Romantic Period 

D) Restoration Period 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

T.ந .Ed., 
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ANSWER 

UG TRB - ENGLISH 

The Age of Dryden (1660 - 1700) 
 

1. In John Dryden’s political satire Absalom and Achitophel, who does 

the character of Absalom represent? 

A) King Charles II 

B) The Earl of Shaftesbury 

C) The Duke of Monmouth 

D) Oliver Cromwell 

  

 

2. What is the central theme of Dryden’s poem Mac Flecknoe? 

A) The celebration of the Restoration of the monarchy 

B) A satirical attack on the playwright Thomas Shadwell 

C) A defense of the Anglican Church against Catholicism 

D) A tribute to the power of music 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

3. In Dryden’s allegorical poem The Hind and the Panther, what does 

the "milk-white Hind" represent? 

A) The Church of England 

B) The Puritan Sect 

C) The Roman Catholic Church 

D) The Monarchy 

  

 

4. Which of Dryden’s poems was written to celebrate St. Cecilia's Day 

and focuses on the central idea of the power of music to evoke human 

emotion? 

A) Religio Laici 

B) Annus Mirabilis 

C) Alexander's Feast 

D) Astraea Redux 

  

 

5. Who is the central target represented by the character "Zimri" in 

Absalom and Achitophel? 

A) The Duke of Buckingham 

B) Titus Oates 

C) Thomas Shadwell 

D) Lord Halifax 

  

 



 

 

 

6. What is the central theological idea explored in Dryden's Religio 

Laici? 

A) A defense of Roman Catholicism 

B) A justification of Deism 

C) A defense of the Church of England (Anglicanism) 

D) A critique of all organized religion 

  

 

7. Which historical events form the central backdrop of Dryden’s poem 

Annus Mirabilis (The Year of Wonders, 1666)? 

A) The Execution of Charles I and the Civil War 

B) The Popish Plot and the Exclusion Crisis 

C) The Glorious Revolution and the flight of James II 

D) The Second Anglo-Dutch War and the Great Fire of London 

  

 

8. In Mac Flecknoe, what "realm" does Richard Flecknoe rule over 

before passing the throne to Shadwell? 

A) The Realm of Treason 

B) The Realm of Nonsense (Dullness) 

C) The Realm of Vice 

D) The Realm of Poverty 

  

 



 

 

 

9. Which of the following is the central theme of Dryden's Astraea 

Redux? 

A) The tragic fall of mankind 

B) The celebration of the return of King Charles II and the 

restoration of peace 

C) The dangers of political rebellion 

D) The conflict between science and religion 

  

 

10. In the lyric poem A Song for St. Cecilia's Day, which instrument is 

described as inspiring "holy love" and raising mortals to the skies? 

A) The Trumpet 

B) The Flute 

C) The Organ 

D) The Lyre 

  

11. Dryden’s tragedy All for Love is an adaptation of which 

Shakespearean play? 

A) Romeo and Juliet 

B) Macbeth 

C) Antony and Cleopatra 

D) Julius Caesar 

  

 

 



 

 

 

12. What is a key structural difference between Shakespeare’s Antony 

and Cleopatra and Dryden’s All for Love? 

A) Dryden uses prose instead of verse 

B) Dryden strictly observes the Classical Unities of time, place, and 

action 

C) Dryden removes the character of Cleopatra entirely 

D) Dryden introduces comic subplots 

  

 

13. In All for Love, which character serves as Antony's loyal general 

and tries to pull him away from Cleopatra and back to his Roman 

duties? 

A) Octavius 

B) Dolabella 

C) Ventidius 

D) Alexas 

  

 

14. What is the central theme of the "Heroic Tragedy," a genre 

popularized by Dryden during this era? 

A) The everyday struggles of the middle class 

B) The conflict between immense love and strict honor/duty 

C) The satirical mocking of religious hypocrisy 

D) The exploration of rural, pastoral life 

  

 



 

 

 

15. Which of the following plays is considered Dryden’s finest comedy? 

A) Marriage A-la-Mode 

B) The Indian Emperour 

C) Aureng-zebe 

D) The Conquest of Granada 

  

 

16. In William Congreve's The Way of the World, who are the two main 

lovers engaged in the famous "Proviso Scene"? 

A) Horner and Margery 

B) Mirabell and Millamant 

C) Dorimant and Harriet 

D) Valentine and Angelica 

  

 

17. What is the central theme of Congreve’s The Way of the World? 

A) The tragedy of political ambition 

B) The negotiation of marriage, money, and personal independence 

in high society 

C) The religious redemption of a sinner 

D) The horrors of colonial slavery 

  

 

 



 

 

 

18. In William Wycherley’s The Country Wife, what trick does the 

main character, Harry Horner, use to seduce married women? 

A) He disguises himself as a priest 

B) He pretends to be incredibly wealthy 

C) He spreads a false rumor that he is impotent (a eunuch) 

D) He claims to be a famous poet 

  

 

19. Who is the innocent and naive "country wife" in Wycherley's play of 

the same name? 

A) Lady Fidget 

B) Alithea 

C) Margery Pinchwife 

D) Millamant 

  

 

20. George Etherege’s The Man of Mode features a central character 

based on the real-life Earl of Rochester. Who is this ultimate 

Restoration "rake"? 

A) Sir Fopling Flutter 

B) Dorimant 

C) Mirabell 

D) Horner 

  

 



 

 

 

21. In The Man of Mode, what is the defining characteristic of Sir 

Fopling Flutter? 

A) He is a brilliant but cynical philosopher 

B) He is a dangerous and violent criminal 

C) He is an affected, obsessed-with-French-fashion "fop" 

D) He is a deeply religious puritan 

  

 

22. Which female playwright of the Restoration era wrote the successful 

comedy The Rover? 

A) Mary Astell 

B) Lady Mary Wortley Montagu 

C) Aphra Behn 

D) Anne Finch 

  

 

23. What is the central setting and atmosphere of Aphra Behn’s The 

Rover? 

A) A gloomy castle in Scotland 

B) The vibrant and chaotic carnival in Naples 

C) A quiet country estate in England 

D) The royal court in London 

  

 

 



 

 

 

24. In the context of Restoration Comedy, what does the term "Comedy 

of Manners" primarily satirize? 

A) The corruption of the monarchy 

B) The affectations, hypocrisies, and intricate social codes of the 

upper classes 

C) The ignorance of the lower classes 

D) The dogmas of the Church 

  

 

25. In Dryden’s heroic play Aureng-zebe, the setting is based on 

contemporary events in which empire? 

A) The Ottoman Empire 

B) The Holy Roman Empire 

C) The Mughal Empire in India 

D) The Spanish Empire 

  

26. In Dryden’s An Essay of Dramatick Poesie, four characters debate 

literature on a barge. Which character represents Dryden’s own views? 

A) Crites 

B) Eugenius 

C) Lisideius 

D) Neander 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

27. What is the central debate in An Essay of Dramatick Poesie? 

A) The merits of classical and French drama versus English drama 

B) The justification of the divine right of kings 

C) The conflict between science and religion 

D) The role of women in literature 

  

 

28. In the same essay, who does Neander defend as the greatest of all 

English dramatists, calling him the man of "the largest and most 

comprehensive soul"? 

A) Ben Jonson 

B) Christopher Marlowe 

C) William Shakespeare 

D) John Fletcher 

  

 

29. John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress is a prime example of which 

literary form? 

A) A Comedy of Manners 

B) A Christian Allegory 

C) A Picaresque Novel 

D) A Heroic Epic 

  

 



 

 

 

 

30. What is the name of the main character in The Pilgrim’s Progress, 

and what does the heavy burden on his back represent? 

A) Evangelist; representing poverty 

B) Christian; representing the weight of his sins 

C) Faithful; representing his worldly possessions 

D) Hopeful; representing his physical illness 

  

 

31. In The Pilgrim’s Progress, which location represents the temptations 

of worldliness, frivolity, and commerce? 

A) The Slough of Despond 

B) The Delectable Mountains 

C) Vanity Fair 

D) The Castle of Giant Despair 

  

 

32. Aphra Behn’s prose work Oroonoko is centered on which main 

theme? 

A) The political intrigues of the English court 

B) The tragedy of a noble African prince sold into slavery in 

Suriname 

C) A satirical look at marriage in London 

D) A religious journey to salvation 

  



 

 

 

 

33. Which real-life diarist provided an invaluable, firsthand, eyewitness 

account of the Great Plague (1665) and the Great Fire of London 

(1666)? 

A) John Evelyn 

B) Samuel Pepys 

C) John Locke 

D) Thomas Hobbes 

  

 

34. Samuel Butler’s poem Hudibras is a mock-heroic satire aimed 

primarily at which group? 

A) The Royalists (Cavaliers) 

B) The Puritans (Dissenters) 

C) The Catholics 

D) The French Aristocracy 

  

 

35. Which philosophical work published in this era by Thomas Hobbes 

argues that human nature is naturally "nasty, brutish, and short," 

necessitating a strong, absolute sovereign? 

A) An Essay Concerning Human Understanding 

B) Leviathan 

C) The Reasonableness of Christianity 

D) Patriarcha 

  



 

 

 

 

36. John Locke’s An Essay Concerning Human Understanding (1690) 

proposes which central idea about the human mind? 

A) The mind is born with innate divine knowledge 

B) The mind is a tabula rasa (blank slate) shaped entirely by 

experience and sensory perception 

C) The mind is inherently sinful and corrupt 

D) The mind is controlled by the four humours 

  

 

37. In Dryden's translation works (the later part of his career), which 

classical poet's complete works did he famously translate into English in 

1697? 

A) Homer 

B) Ovid 

C) Virgil 

D) Horace 

  

 

38. Which characteristic is NOT typical of Restoration Comedy? 

A) Witty, fast-paced dialogue (repartee) 

B) Intricate plots involving disguise and cuckoldry 

C) A deep reverence for traditional rural morality 

D) Cynical attitudes towards love and marriage 

  



 

 

 

 

39. Who is the central antagonist in Dryden’s Absalom and Achitophel 

who manipulates Absalom into rebellion? 

A) Barzillai 

B) Achitophel 

C) Shimei 

D) Corah 

  

 

40. What poetic form did John Dryden perfect and establish as the 

dominant form of English poetry for the next century? 

A) The Spenserian Stanza 

B) Blank Verse 

C) The Heroic Couplet (rhymed iambic pentameter) 

D) The Sonnet 

  

41. The Earl of Rochester (John Wilmot) was known for his brilliant but 

often explicit poetry. His poem A Satyr Against Reason and Mankind 

argues that: 

A) Human reason is superior to animal instinct. 

B) Animals are wiser than humans because they rely on senses and 

instinct rather than flawed logic. 

C) Science will eventually solve all human problems. 

D) Kings are appointed by divine reason. 

  

 



 

 

 

42. In The Pilgrim’s Progress, who is the companion of Christian who is 

martyred at Vanity Fair? 

A) Hopeful 

B) Ignorance 

C) Faithful 

D) Evangelist 

  

 

43. Which of the following plays by Thomas Otway is a powerful 

Restoration tragedy that departed from the "heroic" style to focus on 

pathos and domestic tragedy? 

A) The Orphan 

B) Venice Preserv'd 

C) Both A and B 

D) Neither A nor B 

  

44. In Venice Preserv'd, the central tragic conflict revolves around 

Jaffier being torn between: 

A) His loyalty to the state and his desire for power 

B) His love for his wife Belvidera and his loyalty to his friend Pierre 

and their conspiracy 

C) His Catholic faith and his Protestant upbringing 

D) His love for two different women 

  

 



 

 

 

45. Which of the following statements best describes the "Rake" 

character in Restoration comedy? 

A) A pious and quiet country gentleman 

B) A cynical, witty, and sexually promiscuous aristocrat who 

usually triumphs over hypocrites 

C) A foolish servant who provides physical comedy 

D) An older, jealous husband 

  

 

46. What was a major innovation in the physical theater during the 

Restoration period (after 1660) that deeply affected how plays were 

written and performed? 

A) The introduction of the thrust stage 

B) The ban on all musical instruments during plays 

C) The legal introduction of professional female actresses on stage 

D) The use of open-air theaters only 

  

 

47. In Dryden’s Mac Flecknoe, the term "Augustus" is used ironically to 

mock Shadwell. This connects to what broader literary theme of the era? 

A) Romanticism 

B) Gothicism 

C) Neoclassicism (drawing parallels between modern England and 

ancient Rome) 

D) Transcendentalism 

  



 

 

 

 

48. In Congreve’s The Way of the World, who is the formidable, 

wealthy aunt whose permission is required for Millamant to keep her 

inheritance? 

A) Lady Wishfort 

B) Mrs. Marwood 

C) Mrs. Fainall 

D) Foible 

  

 

49. What does the title Religio Laici translate to, reflecting the poem's 

central idea? 

A) The Religion of the King 

B) A Layman's Religion 

C) The Defense of the Faith 

D) The Holy Law 

  

50. Which event officially marked the beginning of the "Age of 

Dryden" or Restoration Period? 

A) The publication of Paradise Lost 

B) The Great Fire of London 

C) The crowning of Charles II in 1660 

D) The death of Oliver Cromwell 

  

 



 

 

 

51. Which famous opening line begins Dryden's satirical masterpiece 

Mac Flecknoe? 

A) "Of man's first disobedience, and the fruit..." 

B) "All human things are subject to decay, / And, when Fate 

summons, monarchs must obey." 

C) "In pious times, ere priestcraft did begin..." 

D) "A milk-white Hind, immortal and unchanged..." 

  

 

52. In Absalom and Achitophel, who does the character "Corah" 

represent, symbolizing the inventor of the Popish Plot? 

A) Titus Oates 

B) Slingsby Bethel 

C) Lord Halifax 

D) Oliver Cromwell 

  

 

53. Dryden’s poem The Medal was written as a direct satirical attack on 

which historical figure following his acquittal from charges of high 

treason? 

A) The Duke of Monmouth 

B) The Earl of Shaftesbury 

C) King Charles II 

D) Richard Flecknoe 

  

 



 

 

 

54. In Dryden's An Essay of Dramatick Poesie, the character Eugenius 

argues for the superiority of the "Moderns" over the "Ancients." Who is 

Eugenius widely believed to represent? 

A) Charles Sackville (Lord Buckhurst) 

B) Sir Robert Howard 

C) Sir Charles Sedley 

D) John Dryden himself 

  

 

55. In the same essay, the character Crites champions the classical 

writers (the "Ancients"). Who does Crites represent? 

A) Charles Sackville 

B) Sir Robert Howard 

C) Sir Charles Sedley 

D) William Davenant 

  

 

56. Dryden’s play The State of Innocence is an unperformed operatic 

adaptation of which major English literary work? 

A) Spenser’s The Faerie Queene 

B) Milton’s Paradise Lost 

C) Shakespeare’s The Tempest 

D) Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales 

  

 



 

 

 

57. What is the meaning of the title of Dryden’s poem Astraea Redux, 

which celebrates the Restoration of Charles II? 

A) The Golden Age 

B) The Return of the King 

C) Justice Brought Back 

D) The Star of the East 

  

 

58. Which of Dryden’s elegies contains the famous lines: "Farewell, too 

little and too lately known, / Whom I began to think and call my own"? 

A) Threnodia Augustalis 

B) To the Memory of Mr. Oldham 

C) Eleonora 

D) Annus Mirabilis 

  

 

59. Published in 1700, what was John Dryden’s final major work, a 

collection of translations from Homer, Ovid, Boccaccio, and Chaucer? 

A) Sylvae 

B) Fables, Ancient and Modern 

C) Miscellanies 

D) The Georgics 

  

 

 



 

 

 

60. In Absalom and Achitophel, the character of King David 

allegorically represents which monarch? 

A) James II 

B) Henry VIII 

C) Charles I 

D) Charles II 

  

61. In William Congreve’s The Way of the World, who is the cunning 

antagonist who plots to ruin Miramant’s reputation and secure Lady 

Wishfort’s fortune? 

A) Waitwell 

B) Petulant 

C) Fainall 

D) Witwoud 

  

 

62. In The Way of the World, what is the name of Lady Wishfort’s 

maid, who is secretly married to Mirabell’s servant, Waitwell, to trick 

Lady Wishfort? 

A) Mincing 

B) Foible 

C) Peg 

D) Betty 

  

 



 

 

 

63. In William Wycherley’s The Country Wife, which character 

represents the "true wit" and genuine lover, contrasting with Horner’s 

pure lust and Sparkish’s foolishness? 

A) Harcourt 

B) Pinchwife 

C) Dorilant 

D) Sir Jasper Fidget 

  

 

64. In The Country Wife, Sparkish is eager to show off his fiancé, 

completely oblivious to the fact that another man is successfully wooing 

her in front of him. Who is his fiancé? 

A) Lady Fidget 

B) Alithea 

C) Margery 

D) Dainty Fidget 

  

 

65. In George Etherege’s The Man of Mode, who is the brilliant, 

wealthy heiress who manages to outwit the rake Dorimant and make 

him submit to marriage? 

A) Loveit 

B) Bellinda 

C) Harriet 

D) Emilia 

  



 

 

 

 

66. In The Man of Mode, who is Dorimant’s passionate, hysterical cast-

off mistress who provides much of the play's dramatic conflict? 

A) Mrs. Loveit 

B) Lady Townley 

C) Pert 

D) Bellinda 

  

 

67. In Aphra Behn’s The Rover, who is the titular "Rover," a banished 

English Cavalier navigating the Neapolitan carnival? 

A) Belvile 

B) Frederick 

C) Willmore 

D) Pedro 

  

 

68. In The Rover, who is the witty and rebellious young woman 

designed for a nunnery who instead puts on a disguise and pursues 

Willmore? 

A) Florinda 

B) Hellena 

C) Angellica Bianca 

D) Lucetta 

  



 

 

 

 

69. Also in The Rover, who is the famous, highly-priced courtesan who 

genuinely falls in love with Willmore, only to be betrayed by him? 

A) Valeria 

B) Callis 

C) Angellica Bianca 

D) Moretta 

  

70. In George Farquhar's later Restoration comedy The Beaux' 

Stratagem, the two main characters are broken gentlemen seeking 

wealthy wives in the country. What are their names? 

A) Aimwell and Archer 

B) Mirabell and Fainall 

C) Horner and Harcourt 

D) Dorimant and Medley 

  

71. In John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress, Christian and Hopeful are 

imprisoned in Doubting Castle by Giant Despair. What is the name of 

the key Christian suddenly remembers he has, which allows them to 

escape? 

A) The Key of Faith 

B) The Key of Grace 

C) The Key of Promise 

D) The Key of Salvation 

  

 



 

 

 

 

72. What is the title of John Bunyan’s intensely personal spiritual 

autobiography, detailing his inner struggles and religious conversion? 

A) The Holy War 

B) Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners 

C) The Life and Death of Mr. Badman 

D) Religio Medici 

  

 

73. Samuel Pepys kept his famous diary from 1660 to 1669. To keep it 

private, what specific method did he use to write it? 

A) Invisible ink 

B) Latin and Greek translations 

C) Thomas Shelton's system of tachygraphy (shorthand) 

D) A complex mathematical cipher 

  

 

74. John Locke’s Two Treatises of Government (1689) was largely 

written to refute the "divine right of kings" theory. Whose specific 

work, Patriarcha, was Locke attacking? 

A) Thomas Hobbes 

B) Sir Robert Filmer 

C) Richard Hooker 

D) James I 

  



 

 

 

 

75. In Thomas Hobbes’ Leviathan, what term does he use to describe 

the mutual transferring of natural rights to a sovereign to escape the 

chaotic "state of nature"? 

A) The Divine Right 

B) The Social Contract 

C) The Magna Carta 

D) The General Will 

  

 

76. Which early feminist writer of the late Restoration period published 

A Serious Proposal to the Ladies (1694), advocating for higher 

education for women? 

A) Mary Astell 

B) Aphra Behn 

C) Margaret Cavendish 

D) Lady Mary Chudleigh 

  

 

77. In 1698, a massive pamphlet was published that fiercely attacked the 

obscenity of Restoration comedies, changing the public mood toward 

the theater. What was its title and who wrote it? 

A) An Apology for the Life of Colley Cibber by Colley Cibber 

B) A Short View of the Immorality and Profaneness of the English 

Stage by Jeremy Collier 

C) The Dunciad by Alexander Pope 



 

 

 

D) The Rehearsal by the Duke of Buckingham 

  

 

78. Which two playwrights wrote direct, published responses defending 

themselves against Jeremy Collier's attack? 

A) Dryden and Etherege 

B) Congreve and Vanbrugh 

C) Wycherley and Behn 

D) Otway and Lee 

  

 

79. The foundation of the Royal Society in 1660 heavily influenced the 

English language. According to Thomas Sprat's History of the Royal 

Society, what kind of prose style did the society advocate for? 

A) Highly ornate, metaphorical, and Latinate prose 

B) Poetic, emotionally driven, blank verse 

C) Plain, precise, unadorned, and empirical prose 

D) Mystical and allegorical writing 

  

 

80. In Aphra Behn’s Oroonoko, what is the name of Oroonoko's 

beautiful wife, whom he tragicly kills to save her from enduring slavery 

and assault? 

A) Imoinda 

B) Yarico 

C) Clemene 



 

 

 

D) Onahal 

  

81. Samuel Butler’s poem Hudibras is famous for its distinct, clunky, 

and highly comical meter. What is this specific meter called? 

A) Blank Verse 

B) Hudibrastic (octosyllabic couplets) 

C) Spenserian Stanzas 

D) Elegiac Quatrains 

  

 

82. In Hudibras, the knight Sir Hudibras represents the Presbyterian 

faction. His squire, Ralpho, represents which competing religious 

faction? 

A) The Anglicans 

B) The Catholics 

C) The Independents (Sectarians) 

D) The Quakers 

  

 

83. John Wilmot, Earl of Rochester, wrote a famous, biting epigram 

pinned to King Charles II's bedroom door, which ends with: "He never 

said a foolish thing, / Nor ever did a wise one." What was the King's 

reputed witty reply? 

A) "My words are my own, but my actions are those of my 

ministers." 

B) "A king's wisdom is measured by his silence." 



 

 

 

C) "Treason doth never prosper." 

D) "I am the state, and the state is wise." 

  

84. Which libertine poem by the Earl of Rochester humorously and 

explicitly deals with the theme of male impotence and premature 

ejaculation? 

A) A Satyr Against Reason and Mankind 

B) The Imperfect Enjoyment 

C) A Ramble in St. James's Park 

D) Upon Nothing 

  

 

85. In Thomas Otway’s tragedy Venice Preserv'd, who is the fiery, 

cynical revolutionary and loyal friend to Jaffier who goes to the 

execution block at the end of the play? 

A) Renault 

B) Priuli 

C) Pierre 

D) Antonio 

  

 

86. Nathaniel Lee was a prominent writer of Restoration tragedy, often 

focusing on madness. His most famous play, The Rival Queens, is about 

the competing wives of which historical figure? 

A) Julius Caesar 

B) King Henry VIII 



 

 

 

C) Alexander the Great 

D) Mark Antony 

  

87. In Dryden’s heroic tragedy The Conquest of Granada, who is the 

fiercely proud, bombastic, and seemingly invincible protagonist who 

speaks almost entirely in heroic couplets? 

A) Boabdelin 

B) Almanzor 

C) Abdalla 

D) Lyndaraxa 

  

 

88. The Duke of Buckingham’s play The Rehearsal (1671) is a brilliant 

parody of what specific genre? 

A) The Comedy of Manners 

B) The Pastoral Elegy 

C) The Heroic Tragedy (specifically targeting Dryden) 

D) The Christian Allegory 

  

 

89. In The Rehearsal, the pompous and foolish playwright character is a 

direct caricature of John Dryden. What is this character's name? 

A) Mr. Bayes 

B) Sir Fopling 

C) Mr. Horner 



 

 

 

D) Sir Novelty Fashion 

  

 

90. Nicholas Rowe’s early 18th-century tragedy The Fair Penitent 

(bridging the end of the Restoration era) introduced a highly influential, 

unrepentant "seducer" character whose name became a dictionary 

synonym for a womanizer. What was his name? 

A) Lovelace 

B) Lothario 

C) Don Juan 

D) Casanova 

  

91. The Licensing of the Press Act 1662 was established during the 

Restoration to achieve what primary goal? 

A) To subsidize the incomes of poor poets 

B) To censor and regulate the printing presses, preventing 

"heretical, seditious, schismatical, or offensive books" 

C) To encourage the translation of foreign literature 

D) To establish the first public libraries 

  

 

92. In 1685, King James II took the throne. Shortly after, John Dryden 

converted to Catholicism. Which of his poems is an allegorical defense 

of his new Catholic faith? 

A) Religio Laici 

B) The Hind and the Panther 



 

 

 

C) Absalom and Achitophel 

D) Mac Flecknoe 

  

 

93. After the Glorious Revolution of 1688 deposed the Catholic King 

James II, what happened to John Dryden? 

A) He was executed for treason. 

B) He fled to France with the King. 

C) He refused to swear allegiance to the new Protestant monarchs, 

lost his position as Poet Laureate, and returned to writing for the 

theater and translating to make a living. 

D) He was promoted to a higher position in the government. 

  

94. Who replaced John Dryden as Poet Laureate after the Glorious 

Revolution—a bitter irony, as Dryden had previously destroyed this 

man's reputation in a satirical poem? 

A) Thomas Shadwell 

B) Richard Flecknoe 

C) The Earl of Rochester 

D) Nahum Tate 

  

 

95. John Vanbrugh’s successful play The Relapse was written as a 

direct sequel to a sentimental comedy written by Colley Cibber. What 

was Cibber's original play called? 

A) The Provoked Wife 



 

 

 

B) Love's Last Shift 

C) The Careless Husband 

D) The Way of the World 

  

 

96. In Vanbrugh’s The Relapse, which newly ennobled fop character is 

completely obsessed with his title, his clothes, and himself? 

A) Sir Fopling Flutter 

B) Lord Foppington 

C) Sir Novelty Fashion 

D) Sparkish 

  

97. William Congreve’s play Love for Love features a protagonist who 

feigns madness to avoid signing away his inheritance to pay off his 

debts. What is his name? 

A) Scandal 

B) Tattle 

C) Valentine 

D) Ben 

  

 

98. The term "Restoration" refers specifically to the restoring of what 

institution in England in 1660? 

A) The Parliament 

B) The Monarchy (the Crown) 



 

 

 

C) The Church of England 

D) The Public Theaters 

  

 

99. Which prominent English philosopher, returning from exile in 

Holland during the Glorious Revolution, is considered the father of 

classical liberalism and empiricism? 

A) Thomas Hobbes 

B) Francis Bacon 

C) John Locke 

D) Isaac Newton 

  

100. Aphra Behn is historically significant in English literature 

primarily because she was: 

A) The first woman to act on the English stage. 

B) The first woman in England to earn a living as a professional 

writer. 

C) The author of the first English dictionary. 

D) The only woman to serve as Poet Laureate. 
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Answer 

UG TRB - ENGLISH 

The Age of Pope (1700–1745) 
 

1. What is the central theme of Alexander Pope’s The Rape of the 

Lock? 

A) A philosophical defense of human nature 

B) A mock-epic satire on the vanity and trivialities of aristocratic 

society 

C) A tragic romance between two warring families 

D) A political allegory about the monarchy 

 

2. In The Rape of the Lock, who is the chief of the Sylphs responsible 

for guarding Belinda? 

A) Umbriel 

B) Ariel 

C) Crispissa 

D) Brillante 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

3. What is the "lock" that is stolen in Pope's famous mock-epic? 

A) A padlock to a diary 

B) A lock of Belinda’s hair 

C) A secret family heirloom 

D) A chastity belt 

 

4. Which character journeys to the "Cave of Spleen" in The Rape of the 

Lock to fetch sighs and tears? 

A) Ariel 

B) The Baron 

C) Umbriel 

D) Clarissa 

 

5. What is the central philosophical purpose of Pope’s An Essay on 

Man? 

A) To mock the scientific discoveries of the Royal Society 

B) To "vindicate the ways of God to man" 

C) To argue for political rebellion against the King 

D) To outline the rules of writing good poetry 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

6. Pope’s The Dunciad is primarily a vicious satire directed against: 

A) The monarchy and its taxation policies 

B) Literary "dullness" and his contemporary rival writers 

C) The corruption of the Catholic Church 

D) The colonization of Ireland 

 

7. Who is crowned the "King of Dunces" in the final (1743) version of 

The Dunciad? 

A) Lewis Theobald 

B) John Dryden 

C) Colley Cibber 

D) Lord Hervey 

 

8. Which of the following famous "lyrics" or quotes originates from 

Pope’s An Essay on Criticism? 

A) "Fools rush in where angels fear to tread." 

B) "To be, or not to be." 

C) "Water, water, everywhere, / Nor any drop to drink." 

D) "Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold." 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

9. "A little learning is a dangerous thing; / Drink deep, or taste not the 

Pierian spring." This central idea promotes what Neoclassical ideal? 

A) Emotion over reason 

B) Deep, classical education and thorough study 

C) The abolition of formal schooling 

D) The danger of reading foreign literature 

 

10. In The Rape of the Lock, who hands the Baron the scissors used to 

cut Belinda’s hair? 

A) Thalestris 

B) Sir Plume 

C) Clarissa 

D) Shock 

 

11. What is the name of Belinda’s lapdog? 

A) Pugsley 

B) Shock 

C) Tray 

D) Bounce 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

12. Which literary form does Pope use to write almost all of his major 

works? 

A) Blank verse 

B) Spenserian stanza 

C) Heroic couplet 

D) Free verse 

 

13. In An Essay on Man, Pope describes the universe as a strict 

hierarchical structure known as the: 

A) Circle of Life 

B) Great Chain of Being 

C) Wheel of Fortune 

D) Tree of Knowledge 

 

14. Pope translates which classical author’s works, making him 

financially independent? 

A) Virgil 

B) Ovid 

C) Homer 

D) Horace 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

15. "The proper study of mankind is man." This famous line is the 

central idea of which poem? 

A) The Rape of the Lock 

B) An Essay on Man 

C) Epistles to Several Persons 

D) The Dunciad 

 

16. What is the central satiric idea of Swift’s A Modest Proposal? 

A) Exporting Irish wool to France 

B) Overthrowing the English King 

C) Eating Irish infants to solve poverty and overpopulation 

D) Building new workhouses for the poor 

 

17. In Gulliver’s Travels, the inhabitants of Lilliput are notable for what 

physical characteristic? 

A) They are immortal. 

B) They are giants, sixty feet tall. 

C) They are tiny, roughly six inches tall. 

D) They are completely blind. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

18. What central theme is explored in Gulliver’s voyage to 

Brobdingnag? 

A) The physical grossness of humanity when magnified 

B) The danger of overly advanced technology 

C) The perfection of human reason 

D) The horrors of the slave trade 

 

19. Which island in Gulliver’s Travels is a flying island inhabited by 

absent-minded scientists and mathematicians? 

A) Blefuscu 

B) Laputa 

C) Glubbdubdrib 

D) Luggnagg 

 

20. In Book IV of Gulliver’s Travels, who are the Houyhnhnms? 

A) Filthy, irrational humanoids 

B) Immortal beings who age continuously 

C) Highly rational, civilized horses 

D) Spirits of the dead 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

21. The "Yahoos" in Gulliver’s Travels are a dark satiric representation 

of: 

A) English royalty 

B) Human beings stripped of reason and driven by base appetites 

C) French philosophers 

D) Colonized indigenous peoples 

 

22. Swift’s The Battle of the Books is a prose satire dealing with which 

central conflict? 

A) Catholics vs. Protestants 

B) The Ancients (classical authors) vs. The Moderns (contemporary 

authors) 

C) The Whigs vs. The Tories 

D) Men vs. Women writers 

 

23. What is the main theme of Swift’s A Tale of a Tub? 

A) A satire on corruption in religion and learning 

B) A story about sailors trying to catch a whale 

C) A defense of the Catholic faith 

D) An attack on Alexander Pope 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

24. In A Tale of a Tub, the three brothers—Peter, Martin, and Jack—

represent: 

A) The three branches of English government 

B) Catholicism, Anglicanism, and Dissenting/Puritan Protestantism 

C) England, Scotland, and Ireland 

D) Past, Present, and Future 

 

25. Which two fictional nations in Gulliver’s Travels go to war over 

which end to break a boiled egg? 

A) Laputa and Balnibarbi 

B) Lilliput and Blefuscu 

C) Brobdingnag and Lorbrulgrud 

D) Houyhnhnmland and Yahoo Island 

 

26. What is the central theme of Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe? 

A) The tragic downfall of a noble hero 

B) Spiritual autobiography, survival, and the colonial mindset 

C) A critique of the British legal system 

D) A romance between castaways 

 

27. Who is Crusoe’s companion, whom he "civilizes" and converts to 

Christianity? 

A) Xury 

B) Friday 

C) Singleton 

D) Jack 

 



 

 

 

28. Which real-life castaway inspired Robinson Crusoe? 

A) Captain James Cook 

B) William Dampier 

C) Alexander Selkirk 

D) Walter Raleigh 

 

29. What is the central idea of Defoe’s Moll Flanders? 

A) The struggles of a woman driven to crime by economic necessity, 

followed by repentance 

B) The life of a virtuous aristocrat 

C) A woman who dresses as a man to fight in the navy 

D) A historical account of the Great Fire of London 

 

30. Samuel Richardson’s Pamela is considered one of the first English 

novels. What is its subtitle? 

A) The History of a Young Lady 

B) Virtue Rewarded 

C) The Fortunes and Misfortunes 

D) A Pure Woman Faithfully Presented 

 

31. What literary format is used in Richardson’s Pamela? 

A) Picaresque 

B) Epistolary (written in letters) 

C) Blank verse poem 

D) Third-person omniscient 

narrative 

 



 

 

 

32. Who is the main male character in Pamela who attempts to seduce 

the protagonist before marrying her? 

A) Mr. B 

B) Squire Allworthy 

C) Tom Jones 

D) Lovelace 

 

33. Henry Fielding wrote Shamela primarily to: 

A) Praise Richardson’s moral compass 

B) Parody the hypocrisy and calculated "virtue" in Richardson’s 

Pamela 

C) Write a sequel to Robinson Crusoe 

D) Protest against the Licensing Act of 1737 

 

34. What is the central theme of Henry Fielding’s Joseph Andrews? 

A) The dangers of traveling by sea 

B) The exposure of "affectation" arising from vanity and hypocrisy 

C) The political corruption of Prime Minister Walpole 

D) The supernatural horrors of the Gothic world 

 

35. Joseph Andrews begins as a parody of Pamela, claiming that Joseph 

is Pamela’s: 

A) Father 

B) Secret lover 

C) Brother 

D) Master 

 



 

 

 

36. Who is the idealistic, deeply good, but socially naive parson in 

Joseph Andrews? 

A) Parson Adams 

B) Parson Trulliber 

C) Mr. Collins 

D) Dr. Primros

 

37. Richard Steele founded which famous periodical in 1709? 

A) The Rambler 

B) The Idler 

C) The Tatler 

D) The Review 

 

38. What was the central purpose of Addison and Steele’s The 

Spectator? 

A) To spark a violent revolution 

B) "To enliven morality with wit, and to temper wit with morality" 

C) To publish scientific findings from the Royal Society 

D) To gossip exclusively about the Royal Family 

 

39. Who is the most famous fictional character created for The 

Spectator club, representing the old-fashioned country gentleman? 

A) Sir Andrew Freeport 

B) Captain Sentry 

C) Will Honeycomb 

D) Sir Roger de Coverley 

 



 

 

 

40. Under what pseudonym did Richard Steele write in The Tatler? 

A) Mr. Spectator 

B) Isaac Bickerstaff 

C) Martinus Scriblerus 

D) Silence Dogood 

 

41. In The Spectator club, who represents the rising merchant class and 

modern commerce? 

A) Sir Roger de Coverley 

B) Sir Andrew Freeport 

C) The Clergyman 

D) Will Honeycomb 

 

42. Who wrote The Beggar's Opera (1728)? 

A) Richard Brinsley Sheridan 

B) John Gay 

C) Oliver Goldsmith 

D) William Congreve 

 

43. What genre is The Beggar's Opera? 

A) Heroic Tragedy 

B) Ballad Opera 

C) Sentimental Comedy 

D) Masque 



 

 

 

44. Who is the main character—a dashing, womanizing highwayman—

in The Beggar's Opera? 

A) Mr. Peachum 

B) Lockit 

C) Captain Macheath 

D) Filch 

 

45. The Beggar's Opera was largely a political satire aimed at which 

British Prime Minister? 

A) William Pitt 

B) Robert Walpole 

C) Lord North 

D) Earl of Bute 

 

46. In The Beggar's Opera, Peachum's character operates as both a 

criminal mastermind and a "thief-taker." He is based on which real-life 

historical criminal? 

A) Jack Sheppard 

B) Dick Turpin 

C) Jonathan Wild 

D) Guy Fawkes 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

47. Pope, Swift, Gay, and Arbuthnot formed a famous literary group 

dedicated to mocking "all false tastes in learning." What was it called? 

A) The Kit-Cat Club 

B) The Scriblerus Club 

C) The Calves-Head Club 

D) The Lunar Society 

 

48. Who was the fictional founder of the Scriblerus Club, whose 

"Memoirs" the group collaboratively wrote? 

A) Isaac Bickerstaff 

B) Lemuel Gulliver 

C) Martinus Scriblerus 

D) John Bull 

 

49. The "Age of Pope" is often called the "Augustan Age." Why? 

A) It took place exclusively in the month of August. 

B) Writers deliberately imitated the style, refinement, and ideals of 

Roman writers under Emperor Augustus (Virgil, Horace, Ovid). 

C) It was ruled by King Augustus I. 

D) The writers worshiped Saint Augustine. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

50. Which philosophical movement heavily influenced the Age of Pope, 

emphasizing reason, order, and empirical observation? 

A) Romanticism 

B) The Enlightenment 

C) Existentialism 

D) Transcendentalism 

 

51. In Neoclassical literary theory (central to Pope), what does the term 

"Nature" primarily refer to? 

A) Trees, mountains, and wildlife 

B) The universal, permanent, and underlying order of the world 

and human psychology 

C) Chaotic, uncontrolled emotional states 

D) The supernatural world of fairies 

 

52. Defoe’s A Journal of the Plague Year is a fictionalized account of 

the bubonic plague outbreak in London in what year? 

A) 1348 

B) 1665 

C) 1720 

D) 1700 

 

 

 



 

 

 

53. Which writer of this era famously stated that "Satire is a sort of 

glass, wherein beholders do generally discover everybody's face but 

their own"? 

A) Alexander Pope 

B) Jonathan Swift 

C) Joseph Addison 

D) Samuel Johnson 

 

54. In The Rape of the Lock, the card game "Ombre" is described using 

the conventions of: 

A) A romantic dance 

B) A heroic military battle 

C) A religious ritual 

D) A royal coronation 

 

55. Which prominent figure of the era wrote Fables specifically for the 

moral instruction of the young Prince William? 

A) Alexander Pope 

B) Jonathan Swift 

C) John Gay 

D) Richard Steele 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

56. What is "Grub Street"? 

A) The center of the royal court 

B) The physical and symbolic home of poor, "hack" writers 

producing low-quality work for money, frequently mocked by Pope. 

C) The street where the first theater was built 

D) A wealthy aristocratic neighborhood 

 

57. What is the central moral lesson of the character Clarissa's speech in 

Canto V of The Rape of the Lock? 

A) Women should prioritize beauty above all else. 

B) Physical beauty fades, so women should cultivate "good humor" 

and internal merit. 

C) The sylphs are useless in defending virtue. 

D) War is the only way to solve disputes. 

 

58. Which of the following best describes Swift's tone in Gulliver's 

Travels? 

A) Sentimental and nostalgic 

B) Misanthropic and sharply satirical 

C) Lighthearted and whimsical 

D) Deeply religious and reverent 

 

 

 



 

 

 

59. In the Augustan age, the dominant prose style shifted. Compared to 

the complex prose of the 17th century (like Milton or Browne), 

Augustan prose (like Addison's) is best described as: 

A) Highly ornate, dense, and difficult 

B) Clear, balanced, lucid, and conversational 

C) Written almost entirely in dialect 

D) Emotionally unstable and fragmented 

 

60. The Licensing Act of 1737 had what major effect on the literature of 

this period? 

A) It banned the publication of novels. 

B) It required all authors to have a university degree. 

C) It instituted heavy censorship on theatrical drama, leading 

writers like Fielding to shift from writing plays to writing novels. 

D) It made it illegal to write in heroic couplets. 

 

61. What is the central purpose of Alexander Pope’s Epistle to Dr. 

Arbuthnot? 

A) To mourn the death of his mother 

B) To serve as a prologue to his satires and defend his career, 

character, and use of satire 

C) To propose a new system of medicine 

D) To translate a lost classical text 

 

 



 

 

 

62. In Epistle to Dr. Arbuthnot, Pope creates a famous, thinly veiled, 

and highly critical portrait of Joseph Addison under which pseudonym? 

A) Sporus 

B) Bufo 

C) Atticus 

D) Timon 

 

63. Which historical figure is viciously satirized as "Sporus"—described 

as a "bug with gilded wings"—in Epistle to Dr. Arbuthnot? 

A) Lord Hervey 

B) Robert Walpole 

C) Colley Cibber 

D) John Dryden 

 

64. In his Moral Essays, Pope addresses the Epistle to a Lady to his 

lifelong friend, exploring the "characters of women." Who is this lady? 

A) Lady Mary Wortley Montagu 

B) Martha Blount 

C) Queen Anne 

D) Arabella Fermor 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

65. What is the overarching theme of Pope's Windsor Forest? 

A) A topographical poem celebrating the peace and prosperity of 

England under Queen Anne, blending nature with politics 

B) A dark critique of deforestation in England 

C) A ghostly narrative about the haunted woods of Windsor 

D) A mock-epic about a hunting accident 

 

66. Pope's Elegy to the Memory of an Unfortunate Lady is unique 

among his works because: 

A) It is written in blank verse rather than heroic couplets. 

B) It shows a deep, almost Romantic emotional sympathy for a 

woman who died by suicide to escape tyranny. 

C) It is entirely a comedy. 

D) It was written in French. 

 

67. In translating The Odyssey for immense financial profit, Pope 

famously collaborated with which two minor poets? 

A) Swift and Gay 

B) Addison and Steele 

C) William Broome and Elijah Fenton 

D) Thomas Parnell and John Arbuthnot 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

68. What is the central idea of Pope's An Essay on Criticism? 

A) That modern writers are vastly superior to classical ones 

B) A didactic poem outlining the rules of taste, the role of the critic, 

and the importance of following "Nature" and the Ancients 

C) That critics are entirely useless and should be ignored 

D) An argument for the abolition of censorship 

 

69. Who is "Stella" in Jonathan Swift’s Journal to Stella (a collection of 

intimate letters)? 

A) Queen Caroline 

B) Esther Vanhomrigh 

C) Esther Johnson 

D) Lady Masham 

 

70. Swift wrote a highly autobiographical poem detailing his awkward, 

unrequited romance with Esther Vanhomrigh. What is it called? 

A) Cadenus and Vanessa 

B) The Lover's Complaint 

C) Epithalamion 

D) The Passionate Shepherd 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

71. What is the central theme of Swift’s Verses on the Death of Dr. 

Swift? 

A) A serious, mournful elegy about his fear of dying 

B) A cynical, witty exploration of human selfishness, predicting how 

quickly his friends and enemies will move on after he dies 

C) A religious meditation on the afterlife 

D) A tribute to the doctors who tried to save him 

 

72. What was the political purpose of Swift’s The Drapier's Letters? 

A) To encourage the Irish to revolt violently against the King 

B) To protest the imposition of a corrupt, debased copper coinage 

(Wood's halfpence) on Ireland by the British government 

C) To demand voting rights for women in Dublin 

D) To support the French Revolution 

 

73. In Book III of Gulliver's Travels (Luggnagg), Gulliver encounters 

the Struldbrugs. What is their tragic characteristic? 

A) They are born blind but have heightened hearing. 

B) They are immortal but continue to age, resulting in eternal 

physical and mental decay. 

C) They burst into flames when they lie. 

D) They live exactly one year and then dissolve into water. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

74. What is the central tragedy in Samuel Richardson’s masterpiece, 

Clarissa? 

A) Clarissa is forced into a loveless marriage by her parents and dies of 

a broken heart. 

B) Clarissa is tricked by, runs away with, and is ultimately drugged 

and assaulted by the aristocratic libertine Robert Lovelace, leading 

to her pious death. 

C) Clarissa murders her sister out of jealousy and is executed. 

D) Clarissa dies of the plague while waiting for her lover to return. 

 

75. What literary genre does Henry Fielding claim to invent with Tom 

Jones and Joseph Andrews? 

A) The Gothic Romance 

B) The Comic Epic Poem in Prose 

C) The Science Fiction Novel 

D) The Sentimental Tragedy 

 

76. Who is the hypocritical, villainous half-brother of Tom Jones who 

tries to ruin Tom's reputation? 

A) Master Blifil 

B) Squire Western 

C) Parson Supple 

D) Mr. Fitzpatrick 

 

 



 

 

 

77. Daniel Defoe’s Roxana explores the life of a woman who survives 

and achieves wealth through what means? 

A) Becoming a pirate captain 

B) Becoming a high-class courtesan to wealthy and powerful men 

C) Finding a hidden treasure on a desert island 

D) Starting a successful printing press 

 

78. What is the central theme of Defoe’s Captain Singleton? 

A) The life of an aristocratic gentleman in London 

B) Mutiny, piracy, adventure in Africa, and eventual repentance 

C) A political satire on the Whig party 

D) A romantic comedy of manners 

 

79. Eliza Haywood was a massive figure in early 18th-century "amatory 

fiction." What is the central premise of her novella Fantomina? 

A) A woman becomes a nun to escape an arranged marriage. 

B) A woman assumes four different disguises/identities to 

continuously seduce the same man, exploring female desire and the 

sexual double standard. 

C) A ghost haunts a wealthy lord who wronged her. 

D) A servant girl steals her mistress's identity to marry a duke. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

80. In Fielding’s Jonathan Wild, the author uses the real-life criminal 

Jonathan Wild as a satirical stand-in for which "Great Man"? 

A) King George II 

B) Alexander Pope 

C) Prime Minister Robert Walpole 

D) The Duke of Marlborough 

 

81. Richard Steele’s The Conscious Lovers is a prime example of what 

18th-century theatrical genre? 

A) Restoration Comedy 

B) Sentimental Comedy 

C) Heroic Tragedy 

D) Ballad Opera 

 

82. George Lillo’s play The London Merchant (1731) was 

groundbreaking because: 

A) It was the first play performed entirely by women. 

B) It shifted tragedy away from kings and nobles, focusing instead 

on a middle-class apprentice (George Barnwell) who is led into 

crime. 

C) It featured real animals on stage. 

D) It was written entirely in Latin. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

83. Who leads the apprentice astray in The London Merchant? 

A) An evil king 

B) A corrupt priest 

C) A ruthless courtesan named Sarah Millwood 

D) A French spy 

 

84. John Gay’s Trivia, or The Art of Walking the Streets of London is 

written in what form? 

A) Epistolary prose 

B) Mock-Georgic verse 

C) Blank verse tragedy 

D) A sonnet sequence 

 

85. Gay's The Shepherd's Week was written to mock the pastoral poems 

of which rival poet? 

A) Alexander Pope 

B) Ambrose Philips 

C) John Milton 

D) Edmund Spenser 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

86. The coffeehouses of early 18th-century London were vital to 

literature because: 

A) They strictly banned any political discussions. 

B) They served as egalitarian hubs where aristocrats, writers, and 

the emerging middle class gathered to read periodicals, debate 

politics, and share ideas. 

C) Only published authors were allowed inside. 

D) They were run entirely by the King. 

 

87. Which work by Bernard Mandeville scandalized the Age of Pope 

with its subtitle and central premise, "Private Vices, Publick Benefits"? 

A) The Fable of the Bees 

B) The Leviathan 

C) The Wealth of Nations 

D) An Essay on Human Understanding 

 

88. James Thomson’s The Seasons (begun in 1726) marks a shift away 

from Pope's strict urban neoclassicism because: 

A) It focuses intensely on the observation of the natural world and 

is written in blank verse, prefiguring Romanticism. 

B) It is written entirely in free verse. 

C) It abandons all rules of grammar. 

D) It focuses exclusively on life in London. 

 

 



 

 

 

89. James Thomson wrote the lyrics to which famously patriotic British 

song? 

A) God Save the King 

B) Rule, Britannia! 

C) Jerusalem 

D) Land of Hope and Glory 

 

90. Edward Young’s Night Thoughts (1742) is a massive, melancholic 

poem that is a prime example of: 

A) Graveyard Poetry 

B) Restoration Comedy 

C) Amatory Fiction 

D) Mock-Epic 

 

91. Robert Blair’s most famous poem (1743), which meditates heavily 

on mortality and the physical realities of death, is titled: 

A) The Crypt 

B) The Grave 

C) The Tombstone 

D) The Mausoleum 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

92. Thomas Parnell’s poem The Hermit deals with which central theme? 

A) The beauty of absolute isolation from society 

B) A justification of God's seemingly mysterious and unjust actions 

on Earth, guided by an angel in disguise 

C) The horrors of the Catholic church 

D) A hermit who invents a new type of farming 

 

93. The Spectator famously sought to bring philosophy out of the 

closets and libraries and into: 

A) The royal court exclusively 

B) The theaters 

C) Clubs, assemblies, at tea-tables, and in coffeehouses 

D) The rural farmlands 

 

94. In the battle of "The Ancients vs. The Moderns," Alexander Pope 

generally aligned himself with: 

A) The Moderns, believing contemporary science surpassed classical art 

B) The Ancients, believing classical models (Homer, Virgil, Horace) 

achieved the perfection of "Nature" 

C) Neither, he rejected all past and present literature 

D) The French Romantics 

 

 

 



 

 

 

95. Which prominent figure of this era suffered from Pott's disease 

(tuberculosis of the spine), which stunted his growth to 4 feet 6 inches 

and caused him lifelong pain? 

A) Jonathan Swift 

B) Daniel Defoe 

C) Alexander Pope 

D) Samuel Richardson 

 

96. The philosophical optimism mocked by later writers (like Voltaire) 

but upheld in this era by Pope's assertion that "Whatever is, is right," 

was heavily influenced by which philosopher? 

A) Karl Marx 

B) Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz 

C) Jean-Jacques Rousseau 

D) Friedrich Nietzsche 

 

97. In Robinson Crusoe, Defoe’s narrative heavily reflects which rising 

economic and social class? 

A) The feudal aristocracy 

B) The Puritan/dissenting middle-class merchant, driven by 

individualism and empirical survival 

C) The absolute monarchy 

D) The enslaved working class 

 

 



 

 

 

98. The poetic device most characteristic of the Age of Pope, consisting 

of two rhyming lines of iambic pentameter that usually express a 

complete thought, is the: 

A) Spenserian stanza 

B) Heroic couplet 

C) Terza rima 

D) Alexandrine 

 

99. Which Queen reigned during the beginning of the Augustan Age 

(1702–1714), overseeing a period of intense political factionalism 

between the Whigs and Tories? 

A) Queen Victoria 

B) Queen Elizabeth I 

C) Queen Anne 

D) Queen Mary II 

 

100. The Dunciad ends with a terrifying and apocalyptic vision of what 

force completely overtaking England and extinguishing the light of art, 

science, and civilization? 

A) The French Army 

B) Universal Darkness / "Dullness" 

C) The Bubonic Plague 

D) A massive flood 
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ANSWER 

UG TRB - ENGLISH 

The Age of Johnson (1745-1798) 
 

1. Dr. Samuel Johnson’s monumental A Dictionary of the English 

Language was published in which year? 

A) 1745 

B) 1755 

C) 1765 

D) 1775 

 

2. Which work by Samuel Johnson is considered a philosophical 

romance or apologue, exploring the vain search for happiness? 

A) The Vanity of Human Wishes 

B) London 

C) The History of Rasselas, Prince of Abissinia 

D) The Rambler 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

3. In Johnson's Lives of the Most Eminent English Poets, the biography 

of which poet opens the collection? 

A) John Milton 

B) Alexander Pope 

C) Abraham Cowley 

D) John Dryden 

 

4. James Boswell’s famous The Life of Samuel Johnson, often cited as 

the greatest biography in English, was published in: 

A) 1784 

B) 1791 

C) 1798 

D) 1800 

 

5. Which seminal historical prose work began publication in 1776 and 

was written by Edward Gibbon? 

A) Reflections on the Revolution in France 

B) The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire 

C) The Citizen of the World 

D) A Philosophical Enquiry 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

6. Edmund Burke’s Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790) 

primarily argues: 

A) In favor of the radical overthrow of the monarchy. 

B) Against the abstract rationalism and violent upheaval of the 

French Revolution. 

C) For the immediate adoption of French democratic principles in 

England. 

D) That the American Revolution was a mistake compared to the French 

one. 

 

7. Henry Fielding’s masterpiece Tom Jones has a famous subtitle. What 

is it? 

A) The History of a Foundling 

B) Virtue Rewarded 

C) The Adventures of a Gentleman 

D) A Pure Woman 

 

8. Which of Samuel Richardson's epistolary novels features a tragic 

heroine who is manipulated and ruined by the aristocratic Robert 

Lovelace? 

A) Pamela 

B) Sir Charles Grandison 

C) Clarissa 

D) Shamela 

 

 



 

 

 

9. Laurence Sterne’s The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, 

Gentleman is highly unusual for its time due to: 

A) Its strict adherence to Aristotle's unities. 

B) Its use of blank pages, black pages, marbled pages, and extreme 

digressions. 

C) Its entirely poetic, rhyming structure. 

D) Its focus on a purely Gothic supernatural setting. 

 

10. Tobias Smollett is best known for popularizing which type of novel 

in 18th-century England, seen in works like The Adventures of 

Roderick Random? 

A) The Gothic Novel 

B) The Epistolary Novel 

C) The Picaresque Novel 

D) The Historical Romance 

 

11. Widely considered the first Gothic novel, The Castle of Otranto 

(1764) was written by: 

A) Ann Radcliffe 

B) Horace Walpole 

C) Matthew Lewis 

D) Mary Shelley 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

12. Frances Burney’s novel Evelina (1778) is significant because it: 

A) Pioneered the science fiction genre. 

B) Explored the entry of a young, unacknowledged noblewoman 

into London society. 

C) Was a brutal political satire on King George III. 

D) Was written entirely in blank verse. 

 

13. In Henry Fielding's Joseph Andrews, what is the central theme that 

Fielding claims to satirize in his preface? 

A) "Affectation" arising from vanity and hypocrisy. 

B) The brutality of the French monarchy. 

C) The corruption of the clergy in rural England. 

D) The dangers of scientific advancement. 

 

14. Thomas Gray's Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard frequently 

appears in PYQs. What is its central theme? 

A) A celebration of military heroes. 

B) The inevitability of death as the great equalizer of both the rich 

and the obscure poor. 

C) A political call to action against the wealthy landowners. 

D) The joy of romantic love in a pastoral setting. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

15. "Where ignorance is bliss, / 'Tis folly to be wise." These famous 

lines are found in which poem by Thomas Gray? 

A) The Bard 

B) Ode on a Distant Prospect of Eton College 

C) Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard 

D) The Progress of Poesy 

 

16. Oliver Goldsmith’s poem The Deserted Village laments: 

A) The tragic death of his beloved. 

B) The destruction of rural life and displacement of peasants due to 

the Enclosure Acts and wealthy landowners. 

C) The loss of religious faith in urban centers. 

D) The defeat of the English army abroad. 

 

17. The group of 18th-century poets including Thomas Gray, Thomas 

Parnell, and Edward Young, known for their melancholic themes of 

mortality and skulls, are collectively called: 

A) The Cavalier Poets 

B) The Metaphysical Poets 

C) The Graveyard School 

D) The Lake Poets 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

18. Which Scottish poet of this era is famous for writing in the Scots 

dialect, with works like "To a Mouse" and "Auld Lang Syne"? 

A) James Macpherson 

B) William Cowper 

C) Robert Burns 

D) Allan Ramsay 

 

19. William Blake’s iconic poem "The Tyger," which asks "Did he who 

made the Lamb make thee?", belongs to which collection? 

A) Songs of Innocence 

B) Songs of Experience 

C) The Marriage of Heaven and Hell 

D) Poetical Sketches 

 

20. William Cowper’s major blank verse poem, The Task, famously 

begins by singing the praises of what ordinary object? 

A) A sofa 

B) A fireplace 

C) A garden spade 

D) A spinning wheel 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

21. James Macpherson claimed to have discovered and translated epic 

poems from an ancient Scottish bard. This highly controversial literary 

phenomenon was known as: 

A) The Rowley Forgeries 

B) The Ossian Cycle 

C) The Celtic Twilight 

D) The Mabinogion 

 

22. Thomas Chatterton, a young poet of this era who tragically took his 

own life and became a symbol of unrecognized genius for the later 

Romantics, is famous for: 

A) The Ossian Poems 

B) The Rowley Poems (pseudepigrapha) 

C) The Minstrel 

D) The Castaway 

 

23. The literary period spanning roughly 1745 to 1798 is often called 

"The Age of Johnson," but in terms of literary themes, it is also widely 

referred to as: 

A) The Age of Reason 

B) The Age of Sensibility (or Transition) 

C) The High Renaissance 

D) The Edwardian Era 

 

 



 

 

 

24. Which of the following works is an epistolary novel by Tobias 

Smollett, featuring multiple perspectives of the same events during a 

family trip? 

A) The Expedition of Humphry Clinker 

B) Peregrine Pickle 

C) Roderick Random 

D) Sir Launcelot Greaves 

 

25. In Oliver Goldsmith's play She Stoops to Conquer, what is the 

central comic misunderstanding? 

A) A wealthy man disguises himself as a poor poet. 

B) Two young men mistake a gentleman's private home for a public 

country inn. 

C) A woman dresses as a man to join the army. 

D) A servant pretends to be his master to win a lady's hand. 

 

26. In his famous Preface to Shakespeare (1765), Dr. Samuel Johnson 

staunchly defends Shakespeare’s practice of: 

A) Ignoring the classical unities of time and place. 

B) Writing entirely in prose rather than blank verse. 

C) Refusing to publish his own plays during his lifetime. 

D) Borrowing plots strictly from Greek tragedies. 

 

 



 

 

 

27. "The Club" (later known as The Literary Club), a famous dining 

club that dominated English literary life in the late 18th century, was 

founded in 1764 by Samuel Johnson and which celebrated painter? 

A) Thomas Gainsborough 

B) William Hogarth 

C) Joshua Reynolds 

D) John Constable 

 

28. Oliver Goldsmith’s prose satire The Citizen of the World (1762) is 

written in the form of letters from a fictional foreigner observing 

English society. Where is this foreigner from? 

A) France 

B) Persia 

C) China 

D) India 

 

29. Edward Gibbon’s monumental The History of the Decline and Fall 

of the Roman Empire controversially attributed the empire's internal 

weakening primarily to: 

A) The discovery of the Americas. 

B) The rise and spread of early Christianity. 

C) The invention of gunpowder. 

D) An over-reliance on slave labor. 

 

 



 

 

 

30. Which important political thinker and writer of this era famously 

stated, "All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do 

nothing"? (Note: Though widely attributed to him in PYQs and general 

culture, the exact phrasing is apocryphal, but it represents his 

philosophy). 

A) Thomas Paine 

B) Edmund Burke 

C) John Locke 

D) Jonathan Swift 

 

31. In Henry Fielding’s Tom Jones, who is Tom’s hypocritical and 

villainous half-brother who constantly schemes against him? 

A) Squire Western 

B) Mr. Allworthy 

C) Master Blifil 

D) Parson Adams 

 

32. The highly emotional and tearful genre of the 18th century is best 

represented by Henry Mackenzie’s 1771 novel featuring the 

hypersensitive hero, Harley. What is the title? 

A) The Man of Feeling 

B) The Sorrows of Young Werther 

C) The Sentimental Journey 

D) The Fool of Quality 

 



 

 

 

33. Ann Radcliffe is the undisputed queen of the 18th-century Gothic 

novel. Which of her novels features the orphaned heroine Emily St. 

Aubert trapped in a remote Italian fortress? 

A) The Romance of the Forest 

B) The Italian 

C) The Mysteries of Udolpho 

D) Northanger Abbey 

 

34. In stark contrast to Radcliffe's "terror," Matthew Gregory Lewis 

wrote a scandalous Gothic novel in 1796 filled with extreme "horror," 

violence, and the supernatural corruption of a supposedly holy man. 

Name the novel: 

A) Vathek 

B) The Monk 

C) Frankenstein 

D) Melmoth the Wanderer 

 

35. Samuel Richardson’s first major epistolary novel, which set the 

standard for the genre in 1740, is titled Pamela. What is its subtitle? 

A) The History of a Young Lady 

B) Virtue Rewarded 

C) The Triumph of Chastity 

D) A Pure Woman Faithfully Presented 

 

 



 

 

 

36. In Laurence Sterne's Tristram Shandy, which character is a 

humorous, eccentric clergyman, widely considered to be a self-portrait 

of Sterne himself? 

A) Uncle Toby 

B) Corporal Trim 

C) Parson Yorick 

D) Dr. Slop 

 

37. Which influential 1765 publication by Thomas Percy sparked a 

massive revival of interest in folk songs and traditional ballad meter 

among the Pre-Romantics? 

A) Lyrical Ballads 

B) Reliques of Ancient English Poetry 

C) Tottel's Miscellany 

D) The Golden Treasury 

 

38. "The best-laid schemes o' mice an' men / Gang aft agley." These 

immortal lines (lyrics) come from the poem "To a Mouse" written by: 

A) Robert Burns 

B) William Blake 

C) Thomas Gray 

D) William Cowper 

 

 

 



 

 

 

39. George Crabbe’s poem The Village (1783) was written as a direct, 

harsh, and realistic anti-pastoral response to which idealized poem? 

A) Thomas Gray’s Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard 

B) Oliver Goldsmith’s The Deserted Village 

C) James Thomson’s The Seasons 

D) John Milton’s Lycidas 

 

40. William Blake’s radical prose and poetry work, which famously 

declares "Without Contraries is no progression" and satirizes Emanuel 

Swedenborg, is called: 

A) The Book of Thel 

B) The French Revolution 

C) The Marriage of Heaven and Hell 

D) Jerusalem 

 

41. Which highly experimental and unrhymed lyric poem by William 

Collins is considered a masterpiece of the mid-18th-century "Ode" 

revival? 

A) Ode to Duty 

B) Ode to Evening 

C) Ode on a Grecian Urn 

D) Ode to the West Wind 

 

 



 

 

 

42. Thomas Gray’s The Bard is a Pindaric ode that features a Welsh 

bard cursing which English King for the conquest of Wales and the 

slaughter of Celtic poets? 

A) Henry VIII 

B) Richard III 

C) Edward I 

D) King John 

 

43. Christopher Smart wrote a highly unusual, visionary poem while 

confined in a mental asylum, famously featuring a long section praising 

his cat, Jeoffry. What is the poem called? 

A) A Song to David 

B) Jubilate Agno 

C) The Task 

D) Olney Hymns 

 

44. Which Scottish poet wrote The Seasons (beginning in 1726, but 

heavily revised and influential throughout the Age of Johnson), 

pioneering blank verse nature poetry? 

A) James Thomson 

B) James Macpherson 

C) Allan Ramsay 

D) Robert Fergusson 

 

 

 



 

 

 

45. William Cowper’s harrowing final poem, which uses the metaphor 

of a drowning sailor to express his own Calvinistic sense of spiritual 

doom and isolation, is titled: 

A) The Rime of the Ancient Mariner 

B) The Castaway 

C) The Shipwreck 

D) Out of the Deep 

 

46. In William Blake's Songs of Innocence, which poem acts as the 

thematic counterpart (and contrasting pair) to "The Tyger" from Songs 

of Experience? 

A) The Chimney Sweeper 

B) The Fly 

C) The Lamb 

D) Infant Joy 

 

47. Robert Burns's "Tam o' Shanter" is best described as what type of 

poem? 

A) An elegy 

B) A Pindaric ode 

C) A mock-heroic narrative / comic ghost story 

D) A strict Italian sonnet 

 

 

 



 

 

 

48. While the novel thrived, 18th-century drama saw a revival of 

"laughing comedy" as opposed to "sentimental comedy." Which 

playwright is famous for The School for Scandal (1777)? 

A) Richard Brinsley Sheridan 

B) Oliver Goldsmith 

C) John Gay 

D) Aphra Behn 

 

49. In The School for Scandal, who are the two contrasting brothers, one 

hypocritically pious and the other a good-hearted spendthrift? 

A) Tom and Blifil 

B) Joseph and Charles Surface 

C) Tony Lumpkin and Hastings 

D) Faulkland and Jack Absolute 

 

50. Richard Brinsley Sheridan’s other great comedic masterpiece, The 

Rivals (1775), introduced the English language to a character famous 

for hilariously misusing complex words (e.g., "an allegory on the banks 

of the Nile"). Who is she? 

A) Lady Sneerwell 

B) Mrs. Malaprop 

C) Miss Hoyden 

D) Lady Teazle 

 

 



 

 

 

51. Dr. Samuel Johnson’s famous periodical essays, The Rambler, were 

published almost entirely by him between 1750 and 1752. How 

frequently did they appear? 

A) Once a month 

B) Once a week 

C) Twice a week 

D) Daily 

 

52. In Johnson's A Dictionary of the English Language, he famously 

(and playfully) defined "Oats" as a grain "which in England is generally 

given to horses, but in Scotland..." 

A) "...supports the people." 

B) "...is entirely unknown." 

C) "...makes the finest whiskey." 

D) "...is fed to the pigs." 

 

53. Johnson’s poem London (1738) is a fierce satire on the corruption of 

the city. It is famously an "imitation" of which ancient Roman poet? 

A) Horace 

B) Virgil 

C) Ovid 

D) Juvenal 

 

 

 



 

 

 

54. In James Boswell's Life of Johnson, where does the famous first 

meeting between Boswell and Johnson take place in 1763? 

A) The Turk's Head Tavern 

B) Tom Davies's bookshop 

C) Fleet Street 

D) The British Museum 

 

55. In his Lives of the Poets, Johnson controversially and harshly 

criticized which famous poem by John Milton, calling its diction harsh 

and its numbers unpleasing? 

A) Paradise Lost 

B) Lycidas 

C) Comus 

D) Samson Agonistes 

 

56. Oliver Goldsmith’s only novel, published in 1766 and a masterful 

blend of sentimentalism and irony, features the enduringly optimistic 

Dr. Charles Primrose. What is the title? 

A) The Vicar of Wakefield 

B) The History of a Good Man 

C) The Country Parson 

D) The Fool of Quality 

 

 



 

 

 

57. Laurence Sterne’s second major work, A Sentimental Journey 

Through France and Italy (1768), is narrated by which character, who 

was originally introduced in Tristram Shandy? 

A) Uncle Toby 

B) Corporal Trim 

C) Yorick 

D) Dr. Slop 

 

58. Tobias Smollett’s The Adventures of Roderick Random draws 

heavily on his real-life, gritty experiences working in which profession? 

A) A soldier in the British Army 

B) A naval surgeon on a warship 

C) A tax collector in rural Scotland 

D) A jailer at Newgate Prison 

 

59. William Godwin’s novel Things as They Are; or, The Adventures of 

Caleb Williams (1794) is celebrated as one of the first English novels in 

which genre? 

A) Science Fiction 

B) The Detective Novel / Political Thriller 

C) The Historical Romance 

D) The Silver-Fork Novel 

 

 



 

 

 

60. Frances (Fanny) Burney’s diaries and letters are an invaluable 

historical resource because they detail her terrifying experiences with 

illness and her time serving in the court of: 

A) Queen Anne 

B) Queen Victoria 

C) Queen Charlotte (wife of George III) 

D) Mary, Queen of Scots 

 

61. "God made the country, and man made the town." This famous line, 

reflecting the growing Pre-Romantic distrust of urban spaces, is from 

which poet’s masterpiece, The Task? 

A) William Cowper 

B) Oliver Goldsmith 

C) Thomas Gray 

D) William Blake 

 

62. Robert Burns's famous lyric poem "A Red, Red Rose" revolves 

around a central conceit where the speaker promises to love his "bonnie 

lass" until: 

A) The sun rises in the west. 

B) The stars fall from the sky. 

C) The seas go dry and the rocks melt with the sun. 

D) The winter turns directly into summer. 

 

 



 

 

 

63. William Blake’s The Book of Thel (1789) is an allegorical poem 

primarily dealing with: 

A) The political revolution in France. 

B) A virgin's fearful confrontation with experience, sexuality, and 

mortality. 

C) A historical account of the founding of Jerusalem. 

D) An attack on the industrial revolution's "dark satanic mills." 

 

64. Thomas Gray’s The Progress of Poesy is written in the highly 

structured, three-part stanzaic form of a: 

A) Pindaric Ode (Strophe, Antistrophe, Epode) 

B) Horatian Ode 

C) Petrarchan Sonnet 

D) Spenserian Stanza 

 

65. Thomas Chatterton famously claimed to have "discovered" the 

Rowley Poems in the muniment room of St. Mary Redcliffe church. 

Who was "Thomas Rowley" supposed to be? 

A) A 12th-century crusader knight. 

B) A 15th-century monk and poet. 

C) An ancient Celtic bard. 

D) A deposed English prince. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

66. James Macpherson claimed he translated the Ossian poems into 

English prose from which original language? 

A) Old English 

B) Welsh 

C) Scottish Gaelic 

D) Cornish 

 

67. Mary Wollstonecraft’s groundbreaking feminist philosophical text, 

A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, was published in: 

A) 1789 

B) 1792 

C) 1798 

D) 1805 

 

68. Wollstonecraft’s primary argument in A Vindication is that women 

appear inferior to men only because: 

A) They lack physical strength. 

B) They are naturally overly emotional. 

C) They lack access to proper education and rational development. 

D) The church commands them to be subservient. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

69. Charlotte Smith was a highly influential late 18th-century poet who 

is credited with initiating a major revival of which poetic form with her 

1784 publication? 

A) The Blank Verse Epic 

B) The Elegiac Sonnet 

C) The Dramatic Monologue 

D) The Villanelle 

 

70. Hannah More was a prominent religious writer and philanthropist of 

this era. She was a leading figure in which evangelical group that 

campaigned against the slave trade? 

A) The Clapham Sect 

B) The Oxford Movement 

C) The Lollards 

D) The Quakers 

 

71. In 1757, Edmund Burke published a highly influential aesthetic 

treatise that defined the emotional impact of literature and nature. What 

is its title? 

A) Biographia Literaria 

B) A Philosophical Enquiry into the Origin of Our Ideas of the 

Sublime and Beautiful 

C) Lyrical Ballads Preface 

D) The Spectator Essays on the Pleasures of the Imagination 

 



 

 

 

72. According to Burke’s treatise, while "the Beautiful" is associated 

with pleasure, smoothness, and delicacy, "the Sublime" is 

fundamentally associated with: 

A) Order and symmetry. 

B) Terror, awe, vastness, and obscurity. 

C) Religious morality and divine justice. 

D) Pastoral landscapes and gentle streams. 

 

73. William Beckford’s wildly extravagant, orientalist Gothic novel, 

originally written in French in 1782, follows a Caliph who builds a 

massive tower and descends into hell. What is it called? 

A) The Castle of Otranto 

B) The Monk 

C) Zofloya 

D) Vathek 

 

74. Matthew Gregory Lewis’s scandalous novel The Monk features a 

devout Capuchin abbot in Madrid who is seduced by a demon in 

disguise and plunges into utter depravity. What is his name? 

A) Manfred 

B) Montoni 

C) Ambrosio 

D) Melmoth 

 

 



 

 

 

75. Clara Reeve wrote a Gothic novel in 1777 that explicitly attempted 

to temper the wild supernaturalism of Walpole's Otranto with more 

realism and probability. Name the novel: 

A) The Old English Baron (originally The Champion of Virtue) 

B) The Italian 

C) Evelina 

D) The Romance of the Forest 

 

76. Henry Fielding’s final novel, which is noticeably darker, less comic, 

and focuses on the struggles of domestic life and the corrupt penal 

system, is titled: 

A) Jonathan Wild 

B) Amelia 

C) Joseph Andrews 

D) Shamela 

 

77. Samuel Richardson wrote Sir Charles Grandison (1753) primarily 

to: 

A) Satirize the picaresque novels of Tobias Smollett. 

B) Provide a model of the perfectly virtuous and ideal Christian 

gentleman. 

C) Document his travels through Italy and France. 

D) Defend the institution of slavery. 

 

 



 

 

 

78. In Laurence Sterne's Tristram Shandy, the characters are famously 

obsessed with their own idiosyncratic passions or fixations, which 

Sterne calls their: 

A) Ruling Passions 

B) Master Sins 

C) Hobby-horses 

D) Whimsies 

 

79. The eminent Victorian critic George Saintsbury famously referred to 

the "four wheels of the English novel" from the 18th century. Who are 

these four foundational novelists? 

A) Defoe, Swift, Addison, Steele 

B) Richardson, Fielding, Smollett, Sterne 

C) Walpole, Radcliffe, Lewis, Beckford 

D) Burney, Edgeworth, Austen, Wollstonecraft 

 

80. In Tobias Smollett’s The Expedition of Humphry Clinker, the 

primary letter-writer and the grumpy but good-hearted patriarch of the 

traveling family is: 

A) Jery Melford 

B) Tabitha Bramble 

C) Matthew Bramble 

D) Lismahago 

 

 



 

 

 

81. "I wander thro' each charter'd street, / Near where the charter'd 

Thames does flow..." These lines open which devastating poem about 

poverty, disease, and exploitation by William Blake? 

A) Holy Thursday 

B) The Chimney Sweeper 

C) London 

D) The Sick Rose 

 

82. Edward Young’s immensely popular blank-verse poem, The 

Complaint: or, Night-Thoughts on Life, Death, & Immortality (1742-

1745), was primarily written as a defense of Christian orthodoxy 

against: 

A) Catholicism 

B) Deism and freethinking 

C) Methodism 

D) The French Revolution 

 

83. Robert Burns's famous egalitarian poem that champions the inherent 

worth of the common man over aristocratic titles and wealth is titled: 

A) A Man's a Man for A' That (or Is There for Honest Poverty) 

B) The Cotter's Saturday Night 

C) Scots Wha Hae 

D) Auld Lang Syne 

 

 



 

 

 

84. In William Cowper’s deeply personal poem The Castaway, the final 

devastating lines read: "But I beneath a rougher sea, / And whelm'd in 

deeper gulphs than he." What does the "rougher sea" represent? 

A) The physical ocean during a storm. 

B) The brutality of the transatlantic slave trade. 

C) His own incurable mental anguish and perceived eternal 

damnation. 

D) The chaotic political climate of London. 

 

85. Oliver Goldsmith’s philosophical poem The Traveller (1764) 

surveys the nations of Europe to conclude that: 

A) England is superior to all other nations in every way. 

B) True happiness depends not on external governments or 

locations, but on one's own mind. 

C) A republican government is the only way to ensure human 

flourishing. 

D) Travel is a vain and useless endeavor. 

 

86. Oliver Goldsmith’s beloved comedy She Stoops to Conquer (1773) 

has a famous alternative title (subtitle). What is it? 

A) The Mistakes of a Night 

B) The Country Inn 

C) The Jealous Wife 

D) The School for Lovers 

 



 

 

 

87. In Richard Brinsley Sheridan’s The Rivals, which cowardly but 

boastful character famously challenges an unknown rival to a duel at 

King's-Mead-Fields, only to find out the rival is his friend? 

A) Sir Lucius O'Trigger 

B) Captain Absolute 

C) Bob Acres 

D) Faulkland 

 

88. Dr. Johnson’s famous novel Rasselas opens in an idealized, utopian 

location that the prince desperately wants to escape because he is bored 

with perfect happiness. What is this place called? 

A) The Happy Valley 

B) The Golden City 

C) El Dorado 

D) The Garden of Adonis 

 

89. Thomas Paine’s highly influential political pamphlet Rights of Man 

(1791) was written as a direct, point-by-point refutation of which earlier 

work? 

A) Jonathan Swift's A Modest Proposal 

B) Edmund Burke’s Reflections on the Revolution in France 

C) John Locke's Two Treatises of Government 

D) Thomas Hobbes's Leviathan 

 

 



 

 

 

90. Edmund Burke notoriously referred to the revolutionary French 

mobs using a phrase that deeply offended radicals and working-class 

supporters. He called them the: 

A) "Great unwashed" 

B) "Swinish multitude" 

C) "Many-headed monster" 

D) "Ignorant rabble" 

 

91. In his Dictionary, Dr. Johnson defined a "Lexicographer" playfully 

and self-deprecatingly as a: 

A) "Harmless drudge" 

B) "Master of tongues" 

C) "Vain scholar" 

D) "Weaver of words" 

 

92. Boswell's Life of Johnson is famous, but Boswell's own deeply 

personal and uncensored diaries were lost for centuries and only 

discovered in the 1920s. The most famous of these, detailing his early 

life in the city, is called: 

A) The Edinburgh Journals 

B) The Corsican Diary 

C) The London Journal (1762–1763) 

D) Confessions of a Biographer 

 

 



 

 

 

93. Horace Walpole not only wrote the first Gothic novel but also built a 

famous neo-Gothic villa in Twickenham that inspired the genre's 

aesthetic. What was this estate called? 

A) Fonthill Abbey 

B) Strawberry Hill 

C) Abbotsford 

D) Newstead Abbey 

 

94. In Ann Radcliffe’s The Mysteries of Udolpho, the quintessential 

brooding, tyrannical Gothic villain who locks the heroine in his castle is 

named: 

A) Manfred 

B) Schedoni 

C) Montoni 

D) Zampari 

 

95. Frances Burney’s highly successful first novel, Evelina (1778), is 

written in which format? 

A) Omniscient third-person narrative 

B) Epistolary form (a series of letters) 

C) A first-person retrospective memoir 

D) Blank verse poetry 

 

 



 

 

 

96. Thomas Percy's Reliques of Ancient English Poetry (1765) was 

largely based on a 17th-century manuscript he saved from being used to 

light a fire. This crucial document is known as: 

A) The Percy Folio 

B) The Exeter Book 

C) The Cotton Library MS 

D) The Auchinleck Manuscript 

 

97. William Blake’s Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience were 

combined into a single volume subtitled "Shewing the Two Contrary 

States of the Human Soul" in which year? 

A) 1789 

B) 1794 

C) 1798 

D) 1805 

 

98. The overarching literary shift during the Age of Johnson—moving 

away from the rigid Neoclassicism of Pope and Swift toward an 

emphasis on emotion, nature, the sublime, and individualism—is 

generally termed the transition into: 

A) The Victorian Era 

B) The Renaissance 

C) Romanticism 

D) Modernism 

 



 

 

 

99. Which of the following best describes the fundamental difference in 

poetic form favored by the Augustans (Pope/Dryden) versus the Pre-

Romantics (Thomson/Cowper/Young)? 

A) Augustans favored blank verse; Pre-Romantics favored the heroic 

couplet. 

B) Augustans favored the heroic couplet; Pre-Romantics 

increasingly favored blank verse and lyric stanzas. 

C) Augustans wrote only sonnets; Pre-Romantics wrote only epics. 

D) There was no difference; both strictly used the Spenserian stanza. 

 

100. "To err is human, to forgive divine." WAIT! TRICK QUESTION 

often seen in PYQs. While this sounds like a sentiment from the Age of 

Johnson, this famous line is actually from an earlier Augustan poet. 

Who wrote it? 

A) Samuel Johnson 

B) Alexander Pope 

C) John Dryden 

D) Thomas Gray 
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ANSWER 

UG TRB - ENGLISH 

The Age of Wordsworth (1798-1832) 
 

1. Which publication is universally considered the starting point of the 

English Romantic Age? 

A) Songs of Innocence 

B) Lyrical Ballads 

C) The Prelude 

D) Biographia Literaria 

 

2. In Wordsworth’s "Tintern Abbey," who is the "dear, dear Friend" the 

poet addresses in the final stanza? 

A) Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

B) Robert Southey 

C) His sister, Dorothy Wordsworth 

D) Mary Hutchinson 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

3. What is the central theme of Wordsworth's "Ode: Intimations of 

Immortality"? 

A) The political revolution in France 

B) The loss of childhood vision and its compensation through 

philosophical mind 

C) The destructive nature of industrialization 

D) A grief-stricken lament for John Keats 

 

4. In Coleridge’s "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner," what is the central 

sin committed by the Mariner? 

A) Mutiny against the ship's captain 

B) Stealing gold from a cursed island 

C) Shooting the Albatross without reason 

D) Abandoning his crew during a storm 

 

5. Which concept was coined by Coleridge in his prose work Biographia 

Literaria to explain the unifying power of the poet's mind? 

A) Negative Capability 

B) Egotistical Sublime 

C) Primary and Secondary Imagination 

D) Willing suspension of disbelief 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

6. Which of the following is the subtitle of Coleridge’s fragmentary 

poem "Kubla Khan"? 

A) A Vision in a Dream: A Fragment 

B) The Pains of Sleep 

C) A Rhythmic Romance 

D) An Opium Fantasy 

 

7. In his "Preface to Lyrical Ballads" (1800), how does Wordsworth 

famously define poetry? 

A) "A criticism of life" 

B) "The spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" 

C) "The best words in the best order" 

D) "An imitation of an action that is serious" 

 

8. Which of the "Lake Poets" eventually became Poet Laureate in 1813, 

a move criticized by younger Romantics as a betrayal of revolutionary 

ideals? 

A) William Wordsworth 

B) Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

C) Robert Southey 

D) Sir Walter Scott 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

9. Wordsworth’s "Lucy Poems" are a series of five lyrics. What is their 

primary thematic focus? 

A) The bustling life of London streets 

B) An idealized, untainted relationship with nature and the grief of 

her untimely death 

C) The mythological origins of the English countryside 

D) Political liberty and freedom of speech 

 

10. What supernatural character plays a game of dice for the souls of the 

crew in "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner"? 

A) Death and Life-in-Death 

B) Beelzebub and Mephistopheles 

C) The Sea King and the Storm Spirit 

D) The Albatross Spirit and the Moon 

 

11. John Keats coined the term "Negative Capability." What does it 

mean? 

A) The ability to write without using positive adjectives 

B) The capacity to be in uncertainties, mysteries, and doubts 

without reaching after fact and reason 

C) A depressive state that fuels romantic poetry 

D) The rejection of all religious and political dogmas 

 

 

 



 

 

 

12. In P.B. Shelley’s "Ode to the West Wind," what does the wind 

symbolize? 

A) The destructive force of the British monarchy 

B) Both a destroyer of the old and a preserver of the new 

(revolutionary change) 

C) The inevitability of approaching death 

D) The calming, peaceful power of nature 

 

13. Lord Byron’s masterpiece Don Juan is written in which specific 

meter/stanza form? 

A) Blank Verse 

B) Terza Rima 

C) Ottava Rima 

D) Spenserian Stanza 

 

14. Which poem by Keats ends with the famous chiasmus: "Beauty is 

truth, truth beauty,—that is all / Ye know on earth, and all ye need to 

know"? 

A) Ode to a Nightingale 

B) Ode on Melancholy 

C) Ode on a Grecian Urn 

D) To Autumn 

 

 

 



 

 

 

15. Shelley’s "Adonais" is a pastoral elegy mourning the death of which 

fellow poet? 

A) Lord Byron 

B) William Wordsworth 

C) John Keats 

D) Thomas Chatterton 

 

16. Which of the following is a core characteristic of the "Byronic 

Hero"? 

A) A cheerful, optimistic peasant deeply connected to the soil 

B) A cynical, brooding, deeply flawed rebel carrying a dark secret 

C) A pious, morally flawless knight seeking spiritual enlightenment 

D) An urbane, witty gentleman focused on societal manners 

 

17. What is the central argument of P.B. Shelley’s essay A Defence of 

Poetry? 

A) Poets should be strictly regulated by the state 

B) Poetry is inferior to science and reason 

C) Poets are the unacknowledged legislators of the world 

D) Poetry should only focus on religious themes 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

18. "A thing of beauty is a joy for ever" is the opening lyric of which 

poem by Keats? 

A) Hyperion 

B) The Eve of St. Agnes 

C) Lamia 

D) Endymion 

 

19. What is the central theme of Shelley's sonnet "Ozymandias"? 

A) The eternal power of great kings 

B) The transience of political power and human vanity against the 

vastness of time 

C) The beauty of Egyptian architecture 

D) The triumph of love over death 

 

20. Keats's "Ode to a Nightingale" contrasts human suffering with what? 

A) The immortality of the bird's song and the ideal world of art 

B) The brutal realities of the animal kingdom 

C) The political freedom of revolutionary France 

D) The industrial decay of London 

 

21. Charles Lamb wrote his famous, deeply personal essays under 

which pseudonym? 

A) Boz 

B) Elia 

C) Sylvanus Urban 

D) Alpha of the Plough 

 



 

 

 

22. Thomas De Quincey’s famous autobiographical work that explores 

addiction and psychological dreamscapes is called: 

A) The Spirit of the Age 

B) Confessions of an English Opium-Eater 

C) Table Talk 

D) Biographia Literaria 

 

23. Which prose writer of this era is known for his sharp, 

impressionistic critical essays, including the collection The Spirit of the 

Age? 

A) Charles Lamb 

B) Thomas De Quincey 

C) William Hazlitt 

D) Leigh Hunt 

 

24. In Lamb’s essay "Dream-Children: A Reverie," who are Alice and 

John? 

A) His actual children who died in infancy 

B) Imaginary children he envisions in a wistful daydream 

C) Characters from a Shakespeare play he is reviewing 

D) His childhood friends from the country 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

25. De Quincey made a famous critical distinction between two types of 

literature. What are they? 

A) Literature of Fact and Literature of Fiction 

B) Literature of Knowledge and Literature of Power 

C) Literature of the Mind and Literature of the Soul 

D) Literature of the Ancients and Literature of the Moderns 

 

26. Charles Lamb and his sister Mary collaborated on which famous 

educational book? 

A) Lyrical Ballads 

B) Tales from Shakespeare 

C) Specimens of English Dramatic Poets 

D) The London Magazine 

 

27. In "On the Knocking at the Gate in Macbeth," De Quincey analyzes 

a specific scene. What psychological effect does he say the knocking 

creates? 

A) It provides comic relief to ease the audience's tension 

B) It signals the arrival of supernatural forces 

C) It starkly breaks the trance of the murder, resuming the normal 

pulse of human life 

D) It represents the voice of God judging Macbeth 

 

 

 



 

 

 

28. Unlike Wordsworth who worshiped nature, Charles Lamb’s prose 

deeply celebrated the life and streets of which place? 

A) The Lake District 

B) London 

C) Edinburgh 

D) Paris 

 

29. Which highly influential periodical, founded in 1802, was known for 

its harsh, Whig-leaning literary criticism of the Lake Poets? 

A) The Edinburgh Review 

B) Blackwood's Magazine 

C) The Quarterly Review 

D) The London Magazine 

 

30. William Hazlitt’s prose style is best characterized by its: 

A) Heavy use of archaic, Latinate vocabulary 

B) Dry, objective, and purely scientific analysis 

C) Gusto, passionate subjectivity, and conversational vigor 

D) Strict adherence to Neoclassical rules of rhetoric 

 

31. What was the original working title of Jane Austen’s Pride and 

Prejudice? 

A) Elinor and Marianne 

B) First Impressions 

C) Susan 

D) The Bennet Sisters 

 



 

 

 

32. Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein features a subtitle that points to its 

central theme of dangerous overreaching. What is the subtitle? 

A) The Modern Prometheus 

B) The Gothic Tragedy 

C) A Tale of the Arctic 

D) The Monster's Lament 

 

33. Sir Walter Scott is credited with inventing/popularizing which 

literary genre with his novel Waverley (1814)? 

A) The Gothic Novel 

B) The Epistolary Novel 

C) The Historical Novel 

D) The Novel of Manners 

 

34. What narrative technique is Jane Austen famous for pioneering, 

which allows the narrator to slip into the consciousness of a character? 

A) Stream of consciousness 

B) Free indirect discourse 

C) First-person unreliable narration 

D) Epistolary format 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

35. In Austen’s Emma, what is the protagonist Emma Woodhouse’s 

primary flaw? 

A) She is overly concerned with making money 

B) She is a malicious gossip who ruins reputations 

C) She is a misguided matchmaker blinded by her own class 

prejudices 

D) She is desperately trying to find a husband for herself 

 

36. Who is the narrator of the opening and closing framing letters in 

Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein? 

A) Victor Frankenstein 

B) The Creature 

C) Captain Robert Walton 

D) Henry Clerval 

 

37. While Austen wrote about the contemporary landed gentry, Sir 

Walter Scott’s Ivanhoe is set during which historical period? 

A) The Roman occupation of Britain 

B) The 12th-century reign of Richard the Lionheart 

C) The English Civil War (17th century) 

D) The Jacobite Uprisings (18th century) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

38. Which two sisters represent the title concepts in Austen’s Sense and 

Sensibility? 

A) Jane (Sense) and Elizabeth (Sensibility) 

B) Elinor (Sense) and Marianne (Sensibility) 

C) Fanny (Sense) and Susan (Sensibility) 

D) Anne (Sense) and Mary (Sensibility) 

 

39. How is the narrative structure of Frankenstein best described? 

A) A linear, omniscient third-person narrative 

B) A series of newspaper clippings and diary entries 

C) Concentric circles of framing narratives  

D) A traditional dramatic monologue 

 

40. What is a dominant overarching theme in Jane Austen’s novels 

regarding her female characters? 

A) The struggle to achieve political voting rights 

B) The dependence of women on marriage to secure social standing 

and economic security 

C) The desire to leave England for the American colonies 

D) The rejection of domestic life in favor of artistic careers 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

41. Wordsworth’s magnum opus, The Prelude, was published 

posthumously in 1850. What was its original subtitle or intended 

purpose? 

A) A history of the French Revolution 

B) Growth of a Poet's Mind 

C) The Excursion, Part II 

D) A tribute to S.T. Coleridge 

 

42. Which poem in Lyrical Ballads tells the story of an old man who has 

been reduced to stealing firewood, highlighting Wordsworth’s focus on 

the rural poor? 

A) Goody Blake and Harry Gill 

B) The Idiot Boy 

C) The Thorn 

D) Simon Lee 

 

43. S.T. Coleridge’s "Christabel" is a poem about a pure maiden who 

falls under the spell of a sinister, supernatural woman named: 

A) Geraldine 

B) Carmilla 

C) Lamia 

D) Matilda 

 

 

 



 

 

 

44. Which prominent philosophical movement heavily influenced 

Wordsworth's belief that a divine spirit permeates all of nature? 

A) Existentialism 

B) Pantheism 

C) Utilitarianism 

D) Stoicism 

 

45. Before writing historical novels, Sir Walter Scott was famous for his 

narrative romances in verse. Which of the following is one of his most 

famous poems? 

A) The Lady of the Lake 

B) The Eve of St. Agnes 

C) The Corsair 

D) Thalaba the Destroyer 

 

46. Robert Southey wrote a highly controversial eulogy for King George 

III that prompted a devastating satiric response from Lord Byron. What 

was the title of Southey's poem? 

A) A Vision of Judgment 

B) The Triumphs of Temper 

C) Joan of Arc 

D) Wat Tyler 

 

 

 



 

 

 

47. In "The Solitary Reaper," what is the speaker's reaction to the 

Highland girl's song? 

A) He asks her to translate the Gaelic lyrics for him. 

B) He is annoyed because she is interrupting his walk. 

C) He does not understand the words but is deeply moved by the 

melancholy melody. 

D) He recognizes it as a famous political anthem. 

 

48. Coleridge's "Frost at Midnight" is an example of what kind of 

poem? 

A) A formal, strict Pindaric ode 

B) A conversation poem 

C) A Spenserian romance 

D) A dramatic monologue 

 

49. Who famously accused Wordsworth of becoming the "Lost Leader" 

for abandoning his radical youth and accepting a government pension? 

A) Robert Browning 

B) Lord Byron 

C) P.B. Shelley 

D) William Hazlitt 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

50. What is the central metaphor Wordsworth uses to describe the child 

in "Ode: Intimations of Immortality"? 

A) A blank slate (tabula rasa) waiting to be written upon 

B) A wild animal that must be tamed by society 

C) A "Mighty Prophet! Seer blest!" who still remembers the divine 

realm 

D) A broken vessel that must be repaired by adult reason 

 

51. P.B. Shelley’s lyrical drama Prometheus Unbound is a revision of an 

ancient Greek play by Aeschylus. How does Shelley change the ending? 

A) Prometheus is killed by Zeus's lightning. 

B) Prometheus refuses to submit to Jupiter, leading to Jupiter's 

downfall and the triumph of love. 

C) Prometheus begs for forgiveness and is returned to Mount Olympus. 

D) Prometheus escapes to the underworld to rule with Hades. 

 

52. In Keats’s letters, he describes the ideal poetic identity—one that 

has no fixed ego but absorbs the nature of whatever it contemplates. 

What term did he use for this? 

A) The Egotistical Sublime 

B) The Chameleon Poet 

C) The Sympathetic Imagination 

D) The Objective Correlative 

 

 



 

 

 

53. Lord Byron’s Childe Harold's Pilgrimage popularized the concept of 

a young man traveling through Europe. What is this traditional rite of 

passage called? 

A) The Grand Tour 

B) The Continental Drift 

C) The Romantic Quest 

D) The European Sojourn 

 

54. Which poem by Shelley was inspired by the Peterloo Massacre of 

1819 and serves as a fierce political call to the working classes? 

A) Epipsychidion 

B) Alastor 

C) The Mask of Anarchy 

D) Julian and Maddalo 

 

55. In Keats’s "The Eve of St. Agnes," what is the superstition 

surrounding the titular night? 

A) If a young man stays awake all night, he will see his future death. 

B) If a virgin goes to bed fasting and in silence, she will dream of 

her future husband. 

C) A ghostly hound haunts the moors on this specific night. 

D) Witches gather to curse the local harvests. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

56. "If Winter comes, can Spring be far behind?" is the concluding line 

of which poem? 

A) Keats's "To Autumn" 

B) Shelley's "Ode to the West Wind" 

C) Wordsworth's "Lines Written in Early Spring" 

D) Byron's "Darkness" 

 

57. Keats referred to the world not as a "vale of tears" but as a: 

A) Vale of Soul-Making 

B) Palace of Art 

C) Garden of Eden 

D) Prison of the Mind 

 

58. What scandalous, satirical epic by Lord Byron was left unfinished at 

his death in 1824? 

A) Beppo 

B) Manfred 

C) Don Juan 

D) Cain 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

59. In Shelley’s "To a Skylark," the bird is addressed as a "blithe Spirit" 

and represents: 

A) The harsh realities of the natural food chain 

B) Unpremeditated, pure artistic inspiration and joy 

C) The souls of fallen revolutionary soldiers 

D) A messenger from the ancient Greek gods 

 

60. Which of Keats’s great 1819 odes deals with the painful awareness 

of the fleeting nature of pleasure and joy, stating that joy's hand is "ever 

at his lips / Bidding adieu"? 

A) Ode to Psyche 

B) Ode on Indolence 

C) Ode on Melancholy 

D) Ode to a Nightingale 

 

61. Charles Lamb's essay "A Dissertation Upon Roast Pig" is a 

humorous, mock-historical account of how mankind discovered 

cooking. Where does he claim this discovery happened? 

A) Ancient Rome 

B) Medieval England 

C) China 

D) Ancient Greece 

 

 

 



 

 

 

62. In William Hazlitt’s famous essay "My First Acquaintance with 

Poets," which two poets does he recall meeting in his youth? 

A) Keats and Shelley 

B) Coleridge and Wordsworth 

C) Byron and Scott 

D) Southey and Lamb 

 

63. Thomas De Quincey’s essay "The English Mail-Coach" explores the 

glory of the postal system, but also contains a terrifying dream-vision 

section called: 

A) The Vision of Sudden Death 

B) The Nightmare of the Wheels 

C) The Opium Reverie 

D) The Midnight Express 

 

64. Charles Lamb frequently wrote affectionately about his sister Mary 

in his essays. What fictional name did he give her? 

A) Alice 

B) Bridget Elia 

C) Sarah 

D) Martha 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

65. Which of the following is a defining characteristic of Charles 

Lamb's "Elia" essays? 

A) Fierce political polemics against the monarchy 

B) Nostalgic, whimsical reflections on the past, old books, and 

personal memories 

C) Strict, objective literary analysis of Elizabethan texts 

D) Scientific treatises on urban development 

 

66. Hazlitt’s Characters of Shakespear's Plays (1817) is a landmark 

work of romantic criticism. Which character did Hazlitt particularly 

admire and identify with, seeing him as a symbol of the tragedy of 

intellect? 

A) Hamlet 

B) Othello 

C) Macbeth 

D) Iago 

 

67. In De Quincey’s Confessions, who is Ann? 

A) His strict, disapproving mother 

B) A young teenage prostitute who befriends and saves him from 

starvation in London 

C) His wealthy patroness 

D) The apothecary who first sold him laudanum 

 

 



 

 

 

68. William Hazlitt was an ardent supporter of which major historical 

figure, much to the dismay of his English contemporaries? 

A) King George III 

B) Napoleon Bonaparte 

C) The Duke of Wellington 

D) Robespierre 

 

69. What was the profession of Charles Lamb for most of his adult life? 

A) A university professor at Oxford 

B) A full-time editor for The London Magazine 

C) A clerk at the East India House 

D) A country parson 

 

70. De Quincey coined the term "Murder Considered as One of the Fine 

Arts" in a satirical essay. What is its premise? 

A) An argument that only artists are capable of true crime 

B) A mock-serious aesthetic appreciation of the skill and style of 

historical murders 

C) A political treatise demanding harsher penalties for assassins 

D) A critique of gothic literature's obsession with death 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

71. In Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, what is the name of Mr. 

Darcy’s sprawling estate? 

A) Rosings Park 

B) Netherfield 

C) Pemberley 

D) Kellynch Hall 

 

72. Mary Shelley's Frankenstein is heavily influenced by the scientific 

theories of her time. Which specific concept regarding electricity and 

life animated the creature? 

A) Phrenology 

B) Galvanism 

C) Mesmerism 

D) Alchemy 

 

73. In Sir Walter Scott’s novels, the term "Waverley Novels" was used 

because: 

A) All the novels were set in the town of Waverley. 

B) He published anonymously for years, and they were marketed as 

"by the Author of Waverley." 

C) They all featured a hero whose last name was Waverley. 

D) They were published by the Waverley Press in Edinburgh. 

 

 



 

 

 

74. Which of Jane Austen’s novels is considered her most mature, 

autumn-toned work, featuring a heroine who is older (27) and 

previously persuaded to break off an engagement? 

A) Northanger Abbey 

B) Mansfield Park 

C) Persuasion 

D) Sense and Sensibility 

 

75. What is the fate of Victor Frankenstein at the end of Mary Shelley's 

novel? 

A) He kills the creature and returns to Geneva. 

B) He dies of physical and mental exhaustion aboard Walton’s ship. 

C) He marries Elizabeth and they flee to South America. 

D) He is executed for the murders the creature committed. 

 

76. Jane Austen's Northanger Abbey is primarily a parody of which 

popular literary genre of her time? 

A) The Historical Romance 

B) The Sentimental Novel 

C) The Gothic Novel 

D) The Epic Poem 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

77. In Emma, who is the secretly engaged couple that causes much of 

the novel's misunderstanding? 

A) Frank Churchill and Jane Fairfax 

B) Mr. Knightley and Harriet Smith 

C) Mr. Elton and Miss Bates 

D) Mr. Weston and Mrs. Goddard 

 

78. Which classic literary device does Mary Shelley use by having the 

Creature tell his story to Victor, who tells his story to Walton, who 

writes it to his sister? 

A) Stream of consciousness 

B) Epistolary framing / Russian Doll narrative 

C) Third-person limited perspective 

D) Deus ex machina 

 

79. Sir Walter Scott’s The Heart of Midlothian features a heroine who 

walks from Edinburgh to London to seek a royal pardon for her sister. 

What is her name? 

A) Flora MacIvor 

B) Jeanie Deans 

C) Rebecca 

D) Rowena 

 

 

 



 

 

 

80. What famous opening sentence begins Austen’s Pride and 

Prejudice? 

A) "It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in 

possession of a good fortune, must be in want of a wife." 

B) "There is no charm equal to tenderness of heart." 

C) "I cannot fix on the hour, or the spot, or the look, or the words, which 

laid the foundation." 

D) "About thirty years ago Miss Maria Ward, of Huntingdon, with only 

seven thousand pounds, had the good luck to captivate Sir Thomas 

Bertram." 

 

81. In Wordsworth’s poem "Resolution and Independence," the speaker 

is lifted from a state of depression by an encounter with an old man who 

has what difficult profession? 

A) A stone-breaker 

B) A leech-gatherer 

C) A shepherd 

D) A coal miner 

 

82. Coleridge’s deeply personal poem "Dejection: An Ode," which 

laments the loss of his "shaping spirit of Imagination," was originally 

written as a letter addressed to whom? 

A) Sara Hutchinson (Wordsworth's sister-in-law) 

B) William Wordsworth 

C) Robert Southey 

D) Lord Byron 

 



 

 

 

83. What is the central tragedy in Wordsworth’s pastoral narrative poem 

"Michael"? 

A) Michael's wife dies of a broken heart after a harsh winter. 

B) Michael's son, Luke, is corrupted by the city and flees, leaving 

his father to die with an unfinished sheepfold. 

C) The family is evicted from their ancestral land by a wealthy 

aristocrat. 

D) Michael goes blind and can no longer navigate the hills of Grasmere. 

 

84. Wordsworth’s famous lyric "I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud" ends 

with the speaker lying on his couch. What does he say is the "bliss of 

solitude"? 

A) The quietness of his empty home 

B) The inward eye (memory) flashing upon the image of the 

daffodils 

C) The ability to write poetry without interruption 

D) The absence of urban noise 

 

85. Sir Walter Scott’s narrative poem The Lay of the Last Minstrel is set 

in the 16th century and deals with border feuds. It popularized a specific 

metrical style that heavily influenced which younger poet? 

A) P.B. Shelley 

B) John Keats 

C) Lord Byron 

D) William Blake 

 

 



 

 

 

86. P.B. Shelley’s elegy for Keats, Adonais, is written in which stanzaic 

form? 

A) Heroic Couplets 

B) Ottava Rima 

C) Spenserian Stanzas 

D) Terza Rima 

 

87. Keats’s "La Belle Dame sans Merci" is a haunting poem about a 

knight enthralled by a fairy woman. What literary form does this poem 

take? 

A) A Petrarchan Sonnet 

B) A Literary Ballad 

C) A Pindaric Ode 

D) A Blank Verse Monologue 

 

88. Lord Byron’s Manfred is a supernatural play about a tortured 

protagonist living in the Alps. What specific type of drama is it, meant 

to be read rather than performed on stage? 

A) A Morality Play 

B) A Closet Drama 

C) A Melodrama 

D) A Farce 

 

 

 



 

 

 

89. In Shelley's "Hymn to Intellectual Beauty," what does the speaker 

claim is the only thing that gives grace and truth to life's unquiet dream? 

A) The dogmas of organized religion 

B) The fleeting shadow of an unseen, divine Power (Intellectual 

Beauty) 

C) The pursuit of scientific knowledge 

D) Romantic love between two human beings 

 

90. In a famous letter, Keats compared human life to a specific 

architectural metaphor to describe the progression of human awareness 

and suffering. What was it? 

A) The Mansion of Many Apartments 

B) The Tower of Babel 

C) The Labyrinth of Sorrows 

D) The Cathedral of the Mind 

 

91. In Charles and Mary Lamb’s Tales from Shakespeare, how was the 

division of labor split between the brother and sister? 

A) Charles wrote the histories; Mary wrote the tragedies. 

B) Charles wrote the tragedies; Mary wrote the comedies. 

C) Charles wrote the summaries; Mary wrote the critical introductions. 

D) Charles translated the Latin sources; Mary adapted the English text. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

92. Thomas De Quincey wrote a sequel to his Confessions of an English 

Opium-Eater that contains a famous prose-poem section about the 

"Three Ladies of Sorrow" (Levana and Our Ladies of Sorrow). What is 

the title of this sequel? 

A) The English Mail-Coach 

B) Suspiria de Profundis 

C) Reminiscences of the English Lake Poets 

D) Table-Talk 

 

93. William Hazlitt’s essay "The Indian Jugglers" uses the physical 

dexterity of the jugglers to launch into a philosophical discussion 

contrasting what two concepts? 

A) Eastern mysticism and Western logic 

B) Mechanical/physical skill (which can be perfected) and 

intellectual/creative power (which is infinite and imperfect) 

C) The wealthy aristocracy and the working-class street performers 

D) The dangers of idleness and the virtues of hard labor 

 

94. The very first essay Charles Lamb published under the pseudonym 

"Elia" in the August 1820 issue of The London Magazine was about his 

former workplace. What was it titled? 

A) The Old Benchers of the Inner Temple 

B) The South-Sea House 

C) Christ's Hospital Five and Thirty Years Ago 

D) Oxford in the Vacation 

 



 

 

 

95. Which of the following is a famous two-volume collection of 

conversational, philosophical, and critical essays published by William 

Hazlitt between 1821 and 1822? 

A) The Round Table 

B) Table-Talk 

C) Plain Speaker 

D) Winterslow 

 

96. Who is the quiet, morally steadfast protagonist of Jane Austen’s 

novel Mansfield Park? 

A) Catherine Morland 

B) Fanny Price 

C) Emma Woodhouse 

D) Elinor Dashwood 

 

97. In Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, the Creature secretly observes a 

family in a cottage to learn language and human affection. Who is the 

blind patriarch of this family? 

A) M. Krempe 

B) M. Waldman 

C) Mr. Kirwin 

D) De Lacey 

 

 

 



 

 

 

98. In Jane Austen’s Sense and Sensibility, the impulsive and romantic 

Marianne Dashwood is initially infatuated with the dashing John 

Willoughby. Who is the older, steady man who ultimately wins her 

heart? 

A) Colonel Brandon 

B) Edward Ferrars 

C) Mr. Knightley 

D) Captain Wentworth 

 

99. Sir Walter Scott’s novel Kenilworth represents a shift from his 

Scottish novels to English history. Which historical monarch's court 

does this novel depict? 

A) King James I 

B) Queen Victoria 

C) Queen Elizabeth I 

D) King Henry VIII 

 

100. What serves as the primary conflict in Jane Austen’s novels, often 

creating the narrative tension leading up to the inevitable marriages at 

the end? 

A) The outbreak of the Napoleonic Wars interrupting domestic life 

B) The strictures of entailment, social class rigidities, and financial 

instability 

C) Supernatural hauntings in ancient aristocratic mansions 

D) The protagonists' desire to leave rural England for industrial London 
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ANSWER 

 

UG TRB - ENGLISH 

The Age of Tennyson (1832-1887) 
 

1. What is the central theme of Alfred, Lord Tennyson’s elegy In 

Memoriam A.H.H.? 

A) The celebration of British imperialism 

B) The conflict between religious faith and scientific doubt 

C) The strict rules of Victorian social classes 

D) A satirical look at the Church of England 

 

2. Which of the following best describes the central idea of Tennyson’s 

poem "Ulysses"? 

A) The desire to return home and rest after a long war 

B) The rejection of responsibility in favor of romantic love 

C) The unyielding human drive to seek new knowledge and 

experience despite old age 

D) A warning against the dangers of hubris and sea travel 

 

 



 

 

 

3. In Robert Browning’s famous dramatic monologue "My Last 

Duchess," what does the Duke of Ferrara ultimately reveal about his 

character? 

A) His deep, unyielding grief over his wife's tragic illness 

B) His jealous, controlling nature and implication in his wife's death 

C) His profound respect for the artist Fra Pandolf 

D) His desire to give up his wealth for love 

 

4. Matthew Arnold’s lyric poem "Dover Beach" primarily mourns the 

loss of what in the Victorian era? 

A) Traditional religious faith (The "Sea of Faith") 

B) The unspoiled natural landscape due to industrialization 

C) The political power of the British monarchy 

D) Classical Greek and Roman ideals 

 

5. Which famous sonnet sequence, exploring the developing love 

between two poets, was written by Elizabeth Barrett Browning? 

A) Modern Love 

B) Sonnets from the Portuguese 

C) The House of Life 

D) Astrophil and Stella 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

6. In Tennyson’s "The Lady of Shalott," what is the central thematic 

conflict the Lady faces? 

A) The choice between two rival knights 

B) The struggle between poverty and aristocratic duty 

C) The tension between the isolation of the artist and participation 

in the real world 

D) The conflict between Paganism and Christianity 

 

7. Which Victorian poet is known for introducing the concept of the 

"Sprung Rhythm" and writing deeply religious lyrics like "The 

Windhover"? 

A) Algernon Charles Swinburne 

B) Dante Gabriel Rossetti 

C) Arthur Hugh Clough 

D) Gerard Manley Hopkins 

 

8. What central idea characterizes the poetry of the Pre-Raphaelite 

Brotherhood (e.g., D.G. Rossetti)? 

A) A focus on gritty, urban realism and social reform 

B) A return to abundant detail, intense colors, and complex 

symbolism of 15th-century Italian art 

C) The strict adherence to neoclassical rules of composition 

D) The promotion of industrial advancement and technology 

 

 

 



 

 

 

9. In Charles Dickens’s novel Hard Times, what philosophy does the 

character Thomas Gradgrind represent? 

A) Romanticism 

B) Utilitarianism (focusing only on "Facts") 

C) Aestheticism 

D) Transcendentalism 

 

10. Who is the passionate, vengeful main character of Emily Brontë's 

Wuthering Heights who disrupts the social order of the Earnshaw and 

Linton families? 

A) Mr. Rochester 

B) Heathcliff 

C) Edgar Linton 

D) Hindley Earnshaw 

 

11. The subtitle of George Eliot’s masterpiece Middlemarch is "A Study 

of Provincial Life." What is the main theme connecting its multiple 

plots? 

A) The glorious victories of the British military 

B) The comic misunderstandings of high-society matchmaking 

C) The gap between characters' idealistic aspirations and the 

compromises they must make in reality 

D) The supernatural elements haunting a small English town 

 

 



 

 

 

12. Which of the following characters is the cynical, anti-heroine who 

navigates society using her charm and cunning in W.M. Thackeray’s 

Vanity Fair? 

A) Amelia Sedley 

B) Becky Sharp 

C) Jane Eyre 

D) Dorothea Brooke 

 

13. In Charlotte Brontë's Jane Eyre, the "madwoman in the attic" 

(Bertha Mason) is often analyzed by critics as representing what central 

idea? 

A) The suppressed rage and constrained sexuality of Victorian 

women 

B) The dangers of infectious diseases in the 19th century 

C) The triumph of religious devotion over sin 

D) The failure of the British educational system 

 

14. What overarching theme dictates the lives of main characters like 

Tess Durbeyfield and Jude Fawley in the novels of Thomas Hardy? 

A) The idea that hard work inevitably leads to financial success 

B) The belief that human beings are trapped by a hostile, 

indifferent Fate and societal conventions 

C) The comic absurdity of rural village life 

D) The redemptive power of the Christian church 

 

 



 

 

 

15. In Dickens's Great Expectations, what is the central realization of 

the main character, Pip, regarding his "great expectations"? 

A) That they were a gift from the fairy godmother figure, Miss 

Havisham 

B) That true gentility comes from moral goodness, not wealth and 

social status 

C) That he should move to America to escape his past 

D) That becoming a gentleman requires abandoning his childhood 

friends 

 

16. Which of George Eliot's characters is a weaver who loses his faith in 

humanity after being falsely accused, only to have it restored by a 

golden-haired child? 

A) Adam Bede 

B) Tom Tulliver 

C) Silas Marner 

D) Arthur Donnithorne 

 

17. In Thomas Carlyle’s essay Signs of the Times, what central concern 

does he express about the Victorian era? 

A) It has become the "Mechanical Age," where machines dominate 

not only labor but also human thought and emotion 

B) It relies too heavily on agricultural production rather than trade 

C) The monarchy has gained too much absolute power over parliament 

D) The education system is overly focused on classical languages 

 



 

 

 

18. Matthew Arnold’s seminal prose work Culture and Anarchy 

categorizes English society into three classes. Which class does he label 

the "Philistines"? 

A) The Aristocracy 

B) The Working Class 

C) The Middle Class 

D) The Clergy 

 

19. What is the central argument of John Stuart Mill’s essay On 

Liberty? 

A) The state should control all forms of media to prevent immorality 

B) Individuals should have absolute freedom of action as long as 

they do not harm others (the Harm Principle) 

C) Universal suffrage should only be granted to property-owning males 

D) Literature should solely be used for moral instruction 

 

20. John Ruskin’s Unto This Last is a critique of what prominent 19th-

century ideology? 

A) Darwinian evolution 

B) Romantic poetry 

C) Orthodox Christianity 

D) Laissez-faire capitalist economics 

 

 

 



 

 

 

21. John Henry Newman's The Idea of a University argues for which 

central concept? 

A) Education should primarily be vocational and technical 

B) Universities should be strictly controlled by the government 

C) The goal of education is a liberal arts foundation that trains the 

mind, rather than just practical skills 

D) Science should replace theology in the university curriculum 

 

22. The "Age of Tennyson" was deeply shaken by the publication of 

which scientific book in 1859, creating a crisis of faith regarding the 

literal truth of the Bible? 

A) Charles Lyell’s Principles of Geology 

B) Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of Species 

C) Isaac Newton’s Principia Mathematica 

D) Thomas Malthus’s An Essay on the Principle of Population 

 

23. The "Woman Question" was a major theme in Victorian literature. 

Which of the following laws/acts was a central point of debate during 

this era? 

A) The Married Women's Property Acts 

B) The Reform Act of 1832 

C) The Corn Laws 

D) The Poor Law Amendment Act 

 

 

 



 

 

 

24. The term "The Hungry Forties" refers to a central historical context 

of the Victorian novel. What does this term describe? 

A) A period of intense fasting led by the Oxford Movement 

B) A decade of severe economic depression, bad harvests, and the 

Irish Potato Famine 

C) A popular literary movement focused on culinary themes 

D) The aggressive expansion of the British Empire in Africa 

 

25. Which poem by Tennyson immortalized the bravery and tragic 

obedience of British soldiers during the Crimean War, reflecting the 

era's complex views on patriotism and imperialism? 

A) "The Lotos-Eaters" 

B) "Crossing the Bar" 

C) "The Charge of the Light Brigade" 

D) "Tithonus" 

 

26. In Tennyson’s Idylls of the King, the rise and fall of King Arthur’s 

court is largely read as an allegory for what? 

A) The French Revolution 

B) The moral rise and decay of Victorian society 

C) The conflict between England and America 

D) The history of the Anglican Church 

 

 

 



 

 

 

27. What is the central action of Robert Browning’s shocking dramatic 

monologue "Porphyria's Lover"? 

A) A peasant murders an aristocrat out of political rage 

B) A man strangles his lover with her own hair to preserve a 

moment of perfect love 

C) A scholar sells his soul to the devil for infinite knowledge 

D) A woman poisons her rival to secure her husband's inheritance 

 

28. Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s passionate poem "The Cry of the 

Children" was written to expose the horrors of: 

A) The Crimean War 

B) Child labor in British mines and factories 

C) The Irish Potato Famine 

D) The transatlantic slave trade 

 

29. Matthew Arnold’s pastoral elegy "Thyrsis" was written to mourn the 

death of which close friend and fellow poet? 

A) Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

B) Arthur Henry Hallam 

C) Arthur Hugh Clough 

D) Dante Gabriel Rossetti 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

30. Gerard Manley Hopkins coined the term "Inscape" to describe what 

central idea in his poetry? 

A) The dark, inner landscape of human depression 

B) The unique, individual, and divine inner essence of every created 

thing 

C) The physical rhythm of walking while composing poetry 

D) The purely aesthetic beauty of nature without religious meaning 

 

31. In Dante Gabriel Rossetti’s "The Blessed Damozel," what is the 

central situation of the poem? 

A) A demon tempts a saint in the desert 

B) A maiden in heaven looks down, longing for her earthly lover to 

join her 

C) A knight searches for the Holy Grail 

D) A fallen woman reflects on her life in the streets of London 

 

32. Algernon Charles Swinburne’s "The Garden of Proserpine" 

expresses a profound sense of: 

A) Joy at the arrival of spring 

B) Christian redemption and eternal life 

C) Complete weariness of life and a longing for eternal rest and 

oblivion 

D) Patriotic duty to the British Empire 

 

 

 



 

 

 

33. Tennyson’s poem "The Lotos-Eaters" deals primarily with the 

temptation of: 

A) Escapism, lethargy, and the rejection of duty 

B) Giving in to intense, violent passions 

C) Betraying one's country for gold 

D) Abandoning science for religious fundamentalism 

 

34. In Browning’s "Fra Lippo Lippi," what is the central argument the 

monk makes about the purpose of art? 

A) Art should strictly depict ethereal, religious ideals and ignore the 

body 

B) Art should capture the beauty of the real, physical world, which 

is a reflection of God's creation 

C) Art should only be created for the wealthy nobility 

D) Art is a distraction from true spiritual devotion 

 

35. Arthur Hugh Clough’s "The Latest Decalogue" is best described as: 

A) A devout, traditional restatement of the Ten Commandments 

B) A bitter satire on Victorian hypocrisy and the rewriting of 

morals for financial gain 

C) A romantic lyric praising nature 

D) A translation of an ancient Greek text 

 

 

 



 

 

 

36. Christina Rossetti’s poem "Up-Hill" uses the metaphor of a difficult, 

uphill journey ending at an inn to represent: 

A) The pursuit of higher education for women 

B) The arduous journey of life leading to the final resting place of 

death/heaven 

C) The struggle to climb the social ladder in Victorian England 

D) A physical hike in the Scottish Highlands 

 

37. What is the tragic irony at the heart of Tennyson’s poem 

"Tithonus"? 

A) The speaker asks for immortality but forgets to ask for eternal 

youth, leading to endless aging 

B) The speaker seeks supreme knowledge but loses his mind 

C) The speaker builds a massive empire but has no heir 

D) The speaker finds true love only on his deathbed 

 

38. Robert Browning’s "Childe Roland to the Dark Tower Came" 

explores the theme of: 

A) A glorious, victorious quest for a religious relic 

B) A nightmarish, surreal journey of endurance with no certainty of 

success or meaning 

C) A comical misunderstanding between a knight and a peasant 

D) The pastoral beauty of the English countryside 

 

 

 



 

 

 

39. In E.B. Browning’s Aurora Leigh, what is her cousin Romney’s 

initial attitude toward Aurora’s poetry? 

A) He is deeply jealous of her talent 

B) He is her biggest patron and supporter 

C) He is dismissive, believing women lack the capacity for true 

artistic genius and should focus on practical duties 

D) He believes she should only write religious hymns 

 

40. Matthew Arnold’s "The Forsaken Merman" illustrates a tragic 

conflict between: 

A) The natural, pagan world of the sea and the restrictive, 

Christian world of the land 

B) Industrial fishing and the preservation of the ocean 

C) Two rival factions of mythological sea gods 

D) A king and his rebellious subjects 

 

41. Tennyson’s long narrative poem "Enoch Arden" centers on the 

heartbreaking theme of: 

A) A soldier returning from the Crimean War to find his home 

destroyed 

B) A shipwrecked sailor returning home after many years, only to 

find his wife happily remarried, leading him to sacrifice his own 

happiness in silence 

C) A king giving up his throne for the love of a commoner 

D) A poet losing his inspiration due to poverty 

 



 

 

 

42. Browning’s "A Grammarian's Funeral" praises its main character for 

what central trait? 

A) His skill in warfare and diplomacy 

B) His vast wealth accumulated through trade 

C) His relentless Renaissance thirst for complete knowledge, aiming 

high even if he dies in obscurity 

D) His beautiful, lyric poetry 

 

43. E.B. Browning’s Casa Guidi Windows is deeply concerned with the 

politics of which historical event? 

A) The French Revolution 

B) The American Civil War 

C) The Italian Risorgimento (Unification of Italy) 

D) The English Chartist movement 

 

44. What is the central message of Gerard Manley Hopkins’s "Pied 

Beauty"? 

A) A critique of industrial pollution destroying the environment 

B) A praise of God for the varied, dappled, and uniquely imperfect 

things in nature 

C) A mourning for the loss of classical ideals of perfect symmetry 

D) An argument for vegetarianism 

 

 

 



 

 

 

45. Dante Gabriel Rossetti’s The House of Life is a massive, complex 

sequence consisting entirely of what poetic form? 

A) Dramatic monologues 

B) Heroic couplets 

C) Sonnets 

D) Blank verse epics 

 

46. Algernon Charles Swinburne’s "The Triumph of Time" was written 

in response to what personal experience? 

A) His conversion to Catholicism 

B) A bitter romantic rejection, leading to feelings of resignation and 

the sea as a final comforter 

C) The death of his father 

D) His graduation from Oxford 

 

47. Tennyson's "Ulysses" is written in what specific poetic form? 

A) Spenserian Stanza 

B) Blank verse dramatic monologue 

C) Terza Rima 

D) Rhyme Royal 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

48. Which Pre-Raphaelite poet famously buried a manuscript of his 

poems in his wife’s coffin, only to have it exhumed years later for 

publication? 

A) William Morris 

B) Dante Gabriel Rossetti 

C) Algernon Charles Swinburne 

D) Coventry Patmore 

 

49. Coventry Patmore’s poem The Angel in the House became the 

ultimate Victorian symbol for what concept? 

A) The aggressive expansion of the British Navy 

B) The ideal, submissive, and domestic Victorian wife 

C) The rapid advancement of medical science 

D) The spiritual guidance of the clergy 

 

50. In Matthew Arnold’s "To Marguerite—Continued," the famous 

opening line "Yes! in the sea of life enisled" introduces the poem's 

central theme of: 

A) British island superiority 

B) The fundamental, unbridgeable isolation and alienation of 

modern individuals 

C) The joy of maritime travel 

D) A romanticized view of shipwreck survivors 

 

 

 



 

 

 

51. Charles Dickens’s A Tale of Two Cities is set against the backdrop 

of the French Revolution. Which central character famously sacrifices 

his life at the guillotine, declaring, "It is a far, far better thing that I 

do..."? 

A) Charles Darnay 

B) Sydney Carton 

C) Dr. Alexandre Manette 

D) Monsieur Defarge 

 

52. W.M. Thackeray’s semi-autobiographical novel Pendennis focuses 

on the journey of its main character, Arthur Pendennis. What type of 

novel is this? 

A) A Gothic romance 

B) A Bildungsroman (a novel of education and development) 

C) An epistolary novel 

D) A utopian fiction 

 

53. In George Eliot’s Adam Bede, what is the tragic crime committed 

by the young, vain character Hetty Sorrel? 

A) Forging a will 

B) Poisoning her employer 

C) Infanticide (abandoning her newborn baby to die) 

D) Stealing jewels from the church 

 

 

 



 

 

 

54. Who is the intensely observant, isolated, and highly reliable narrator 

and protagonist of Charlotte Brontë’s Villette? 

A) Jane Eyre 

B) Shirley Keeldar 

C) Lucy Snowe 

D) Caroline Helstone 

 

55. Anne Brontë’s radical novel The Tenant of Wildfell Hall critiques 

Victorian marriage laws and centers heavily on the destructive effects 

of: 

A) Gambling and horse racing 

B) Alcoholism and domestic abuse 

C) Infectious diseases in the slums 

D) Religious fanaticism 

 

56. In Thomas Hardy’s Far from the Madding Crowd, who is the 

independent, headstrong heroine who inherits a farm and must choose 

between three very different suitors? 

A) Eustacia Vye 

B) Tess Durbeyfield 

C) Bathsheba Everdene 

D) Sue Bridehead 

 

 

 



 

 

 

57. In Dickens’s Oliver Twist, who is the sinister, manipulative old man 

who trains children to be pickpockets in the slums of London? 

A) Mr. Bumble 

B) Bill Sikes 

C) Fagin 

D) Mr. Brownlow 

 

58. Elizabeth Gaskell’s novel Cranford is primarily known for its 

delicate, episodic portrayal of: 

A) The brutal conditions of the cotton mills 

B) The lives of genteel, impoverished spinsters and widows in a 

small country town 

C) A sweeping, multi-generational legal battle 

D) A murder mystery set in a grand manor house 

 

59. In Anthony Trollope’s The Warden, the central moral dilemma 

revolves around Mr. Harding’s realization that: 

A) He has lost his faith in God 

B) His daughter is marrying a criminal 

C) The comfortable income he receives from a charitable hospital 

may be ethically unjustified 

D) He has accidentally committed treason 

 

 

 



 

 

 

60. George Meredith’s The Ordeal of Richard Feverel is fundamentally 

a critique of: 

A) The British military system 

B) A father's rigid, scientific, and systematic approach to raising 

and educating his son 

C) The corruption within the Anglican clergy 

D) The exploitation of factory workers 

 

61. Mary Elizabeth Braddon’s wildly popular Lady Audley's Secret is a 

prime example of what 1860s Victorian literary genre? 

A) The Silver Fork Novel 

B) Sensation Fiction 

C) The Condition of England Novel 

D) Naturalism 

 

62. Thomas Hardy famously subtitled his tragic novel Tess of the 

d'Urbervilles with which defiant phrase, challenging Victorian moral 

standards? 

A) "A Story of the English Countryside" 

B) "A Pure Woman Faithfully Presented" 

C) "A Tragedy of the Modern Age" 

D) "A Tale of Two Families" 

 

 

 



 

 

 

63. In Charles Dickens’s Dombey and Son, the central theme is the 

destructive nature of Mr. Dombey’s pride and his obsession with: 

A) Political power in Parliament 

B) Expanding his merchant business and desiring a male heir at the 

expense of his daughter 

C) Finding buried treasure in the colonies 

D) Becoming a recognized artist 

 

64. George Eliot’s final novel, Daniel Deronda, is notable for its 

sympathetic and complex exploration of which emerging political and 

cultural movement? 

A) Irish Home Rule 

B) Zionism and Jewish identity 

C) The abolishment of the monarchy 

D) The foundation of the Labour Party 

 

65. Wilkie Collins’s The Moonstone, featuring Sergeant Cuff, is widely 

recognized by literary critics as: 

A) The first true English detective novel 

B) The greatest Victorian comedy of manners 

C) A precursor to modern science fiction 

D) The last great gothic romance 

 

 

 



 

 

 

66. W.M. Thackeray specifically subtitled Vanity Fair as "A Novel 

without a..." what? 

A) Plot 

B) Villain 

C) Hero 

D) Ending 

 

67. In Dickens’s Little Dorrit, what institution serves as the central, 

over-arching metaphor for the entire novel? 

A) The workhouse 

B) The Marshalsea debtors' prison 

C) The House of Commons 

D) The stock exchange 

 

68. In Thomas Hardy’s The Return of the Native, what geographical 

setting acts almost as a looming, indifferent character that shapes the 

destinies of the humans who live there? 

A) The Thames River 

B) Egdon Heath 

C) The White Cliffs of Dover 

D) The Scottish Highlands 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

69. Charles Kingsley’s The Water-Babies functions as both a children’s 

fairy tale and a tract advocating for: 

A) The end of British imperialism 

B) Sanitary reform and the scientific theory of evolution 

C) The restoration of absolute monarchy 

D) The rejection of industrial machinery 

 

70. Lewis Carroll’s Alice's Adventures in Wonderland is brilliant 

largely because its central idea is to: 

A) Teach strict Victorian manners to children 

B) Provide a literal history of the British monarchy 

C) Satirize and subvert the didactic, moralistic educational 

literature typically given to Victorian children 

D) Promote the temperance movement 

 

71. In Thomas Carlyle’s Past and Present, he heavily contrasts the 

chaotic, materialistic reality of Victorian England with the order and 

spiritual community of: 

A) Ancient Greece 

B) The Roman Empire 

C) A medieval monastery led by Abbot Samson 

D) A futuristic utopia 

 

 

 



 

 

 

72. John Ruskin’s massive, multi-volume work Modern Painters was 

originally written specifically to defend the artistic genius of which 

controversial English landscape painter? 

A) John Constable 

B) J.M.W. Turner 

C) Joshua Reynolds 

D) Thomas Gainsborough 

 

73. In his essay Utilitarianism, how does John Stuart Mill define 

"happiness"? 

A) The accumulation of wealth 

B) Strict adherence to religious law 

C) Pleasure and the absence of pain 

D) The realization of one's artistic potential 

 

74. Matthew Arnold’s "Touchstone Method," detailed in The Study of 

Poetry, argues that critics should judge new poetry by: 

A) Its popularity and sales figures 

B) How well it adheres to strict rhyme schemes 

C) Comparing it to short, brilliant passages from established, 

undisputed masterpieces of the past 

D) Analyzing the biography of the poet 

 

 

 



 

 

 

75. John Henry Newman’s Apologia Pro Vita Sua is a masterful 

example of what type of prose work? 

A) A political manifesto arguing for voting rights 

B) A spiritual autobiography defending his controversial conversion 

from Anglicanism to Catholicism 

C) A scientific treatise attempting to disprove Darwin 

D) A travelogue detailing his journey to India 

 

76. Walter Bagehot’s highly influential work The English Constitution 

is known for its realistic analysis of: 

A) The legal rights of the working class 

B) The actual, hidden workings of the British cabinet and the 

psychological role of the monarchy 

C) The rules governing the Church of England 

D) The history of the Magna Carta 

 

77. T.H. Huxley, famously known as "Darwin’s Bulldog" for his fierce 

defense of evolution, coined which word to describe his own 

philosophical stance on religion? 

A) Atheist 

B) Pantheist 

C) Agnostic 

D) Deist 

 

 

 



 

 

 

78. Thomas Macaulay’s massive History of England is the 

quintessential example of "Whig History," which interprets history as: 

A) A tragic cycle of repeating failures 

B) An inevitable, progressive march toward greater liberty, 

enlightenment, and modern constitutional democracy 

C) A story driven entirely by divine intervention 

D) A decline from a perfect "Golden Age" 

 

79. Thomas Carlyle’s On Heroes, Hero-Worship, and The Heroic in 

History puts forth the "Great Man" theory, which argues that: 

A) History is driven by broad economic forces and class struggle 

B) History is shaped primarily by the impact of highly influential, 

unique individuals 

C) True history can only be written about ordinary, working-class 

people 

D) Geography dictates the fate of nations 

 

80. In John Ruskin’s essay "Of Queens' Gardens" (part of Sesame and 

Lilies), he articulates the classic Victorian doctrine of "Separate 

Spheres." What does this doctrine dictate? 

A) Men and women should have identical roles in the workplace 

B) The home is the woman's sacred domain of moral purity, while 

the harsh public world of commerce and politics belongs to men 

C) The aristocracy and the working class must never intermarry 

D) Religion and science must be kept completely separate 

 



 

 

 

81. In Matthew Arnold’s Culture and Anarchy, he famously defines 

culture as the pursuit of "Sweetness and Light." These two terms 

respectively symbolize: 

A) Money and Power 

B) Emotion and Reason 

C) Beauty and Intelligence 

D) Faith and Science 

 

82. In his Autobiography, John Stuart Mill details a severe mental 

breakdown he suffered in his twenties, which was caused by his strict 

Utilitarian upbringing. What does he claim cured his depression? 

A) Returning to orthodox Christianity 

B) Traveling to the Mediterranean 

C) Reading the emotional, nature-focused poetry of William 

Wordsworth 

D) Throwing himself completely into politics 

 

83. Following On the Origin of Species, Charles Darwin published The 

Descent of Man (1871), which explicitly argued the highly controversial 

point that: 

A) The earth is much older than the Bible claims 

B) Human beings share a common physical ancestor with apes 

C) Society must actively eradicate the weak to survive 

D) Extinction is impossible 

 

 



 

 

 

84. Samuel Smiles’s immensely popular book Self-Help (1859) became 

the definitive text for promoting which Victorian ideal? 

A) Universal basic income 

B) The reliance on the state for welfare 

C) Individual hard work, thrift, and perseverance as the only true 

paths to success 

D) The necessity of a violent workers' revolution 

 

85. Walter Pater’s aesthetic philosophy, outlined in the conclusion to his 

Studies in the History of the Renaissance, argued for experiencing life 

through intense, fleeting sensations. This directly inspired which later 

famous Decadent writer? 

A) Charles Dickens 

B) Oscar Wilde 

C) George Eliot 

D) Thomas Hardy 

 

86. Thomas Carlyle’s historical work The French Revolution is famous 

for its highly unusual prose style, which features: 

A) A cold, detached, strictly chronological list of facts 

B) A prophetic, highly dramatic use of the present tense to immerse 

the reader in the chaos 

C) It is written entirely in verse 

D) It is told from the perspective of a fictional French peasant 

 

 



 

 

 

87. John Henry Newman’s Tract 90 caused a massive scandal at Oxford 

because it argued that: 

A) The 39 Articles of the Anglican Church were actually compatible 

with Roman Catholic doctrine 

B) Universities should ban the teaching of theology 

C) The Pope had no real spiritual authority 

D) The Bible was purely a work of human fiction 

 

88. Thomas Macaulay’s prose style is best known and studied for its: 

A) Dense, obscure, and highly poetic language 

B) Deliberate ambiguity and philosophical wandering 

C) Perfect clarity, balanced sentences, strong antithesis, and 

confident assertions 

D) Use of extensive regional dialects 

 

89. John Ruskin’s Fors Clavigera was a series of fiery, complex letters 

specifically addressed to: 

A) Queen Victoria and the royal family 

B) The workmen and labourers of Great Britain 

C) The artists of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood 

D) The students of Oxford University 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

90. Matthew Arnold’s prose work Literature and Dogma attempts to: 

A) Prove the literal, scientific truth of every word in the Bible 

B) Reconcile the moral truths of Christianity with the reality of 

modern scientific and historical criticism 

C) Argue that literature should replace religion entirely 

D) Ban the translation of foreign religious texts 

 

91. In his Principles of Political Economy, John Stuart Mill started as a 

strict classical economist but later in the text leaned significantly 

toward: 

A) Absolute monarchy 

B) Mild socialism and cooperative models for workers 

C) Feudalism 

D) Anarcho-capitalism 

 

92. Harriet Martineau was a formidable Victorian intellectual famous 

for translating into English the works of which French founder of 

sociology and Positivism? 

A) Jean-Jacques Rousseau 

B) Auguste Comte 

C) Voltaire 

D) Alexis de Tocqueville 

 

 

 



 

 

 

93. T.H. Huxley’s lecture Evolution and Ethics makes what surprising 

argument about human morality in the face of Darwinism? 

A) That human morality must mimic the "survival of the fittest" 

B) That true human morality requires actively opposing the cruel, 

indifferent "cosmic process" of natural selection 

C) That morality is completely meaningless 

D) That animals possess the exact same moral codes as humans 

 

94. Walter Bagehot’s Physics and Politics is an early attempt to apply 

what scientific concept to the development and history of human 

societies? 

A) Thermodynamics 

B) Newtonian gravity 

C) Darwinian evolution and "natural selection" among nations 

D) Electromagnetism 

 

95. Walter Pater’s Marius the Epicurean is a philosophical romance set 

during the decline of the Roman Empire under which emperor? 

A) Julius Caesar 

B) Nero 

C) Caligula 

D) Marcus Aurelius 

 

 

 



 

 

 

96. Which essay by Thomas Carlyle introduced the term "Captains of 

Industry," arguing that factory owners must act as heroic leaders to their 

workers rather than mere exploiters? 

A) Sartor Resartus 

B) Past and Present 

C) Shooting Niagara: and After? 

D) The Life of John Sterling 

 

97. In The Subjection of Women, John Stuart Mill famously compares 

the societal and legal state of a Victorian wife to that of a: 

A) Queen 

B) Child 

C) Slave 

D) Priestess 

 

98. What was the central focus of the "Oxford Movement" 

(Tractarianism), initiated by John Keble and John Henry Newman in 

1833? 

A) To modernize the Church by embracing scientific discoveries 

B) To return the Church of England to its high-church, older, 

Catholic roots and traditions 

C) To remove theology from the Oxford University curriculum 

D) To promote utilitarianism within the church 

 

 

 



 

 

 

99. Which prominent Victorian writer heavily criticized the squalor of 

industrial London by describing it as a "City of Dreadful Night," a 

phrase later used as the title of a famous poem by James Thomson? 

A) John Ruskin 

B) Charles Darwin 

C) Thomas Macaulay 

D) Thomas Huxley 

 

100. Matthew Arnold characterized poetry as a "criticism of life." In 

The Study of Poetry, he argued that the greatest poetry possesses "high 

seriousness." Which classic poet did he controversially claim lacked this 

high seriousness? 

A) Homer 

B) Dante 

C) Geoffrey Chaucer 

D) William Shakespeare 
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The Age of Hardy (1887-1928) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

1. In Tess of the d'Urbervilles, what is the controversial subtitle Hardy 

appended to the novel? 

A) A Tragedy of the Wessex Countryside 

B) A Pure Woman Faithfully Presented 

C) The Fall of a Maiden 

D) A Victorian Romance 

 

2. Which character in The Mayor of Casterbridge famously sells his 

wife and child at a country fair in a fit of drunken despair? 

A) Donald Farfrae 

B) Gabriel Oak 

C) Michael Henchard 

D) Clym Yeobright 

 

3. In Jude the Obscure, Jude Fawley’s tragic overarching ambition is to: 

A) Become a wealthy landowner in Wessex 

B) Marry his cousin, Sue Bridehead 

C) Gain admission to the university at Christminster 

D) Escape to America to start a new life 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

4. Who is the passionate, exotic, and tragically restless heroine of The 

Return of the Native who longs to escape to Paris? 

A) Bathsheba Everdene 

B) Eustacia Vye 

C) Thomasin Yeobright 

D) Lucetta Templeman 

 

5. In Far from the Madding Crowd, which of Bathsheba Everdene’s 

suitors represents steadfast, enduring, and unselfish love? 

A) Sergeant Troy 

B) Farmer Boldwood 

C) Mr. Pennyways 

D) Gabriel Oak 

 

6. Which character is often considered the "villain" in Tess of the 

d'Urbervilles due to his seduction and manipulation of Tess? 

A) Angel Clare 

B) Alec d'Urberville 

C) John Durbeyfield 

D) Farmer Groby 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

7. A dominant philosophical concept in Hardy’s works is the "Immanent 

Will." How does Hardy define this force? 

A) A benevolent Christian God guiding humanity to salvation 

B) A blind, unconscious, and indifferent force that drives the 

universe 

C) The power of human free will to overcome destiny 

D) The spirit of nature actively protecting rural workers 

 

8. What is the name of the semi-fictional, rural region in southwest 

England where almost all of Hardy's major works are set? 

A) Barsetshire 

B) Yoknapatawpha 

C) Wessex 

D) Avonlea 

 

9. In The Mayor of Casterbridge, Hardy quotes the philosopher Novalis, 

stating that "Character is..." 

A) Destiny 

B) Fate 

C) Illusion 

D) Society 

 

 

 



 

 

 

10. Which of the following best describes Hardy's stance on the 

institution of Victorian marriage, as heavily critiqued in Jude the 

Obscure? 

A) A sacred bond that must be upheld regardless of personal happiness 

B) An unnatural legal contract that destroys true love and 

individuality 

C) A necessary social framework to protect the working class 

D) A romantic ideal that is easily achievable in rural society 

 

11. Which profound physical environment in The Return of the Native 

functions almost as a brooding, indifferent character itself? 

A) Blackmoor Vale 

B) Egdon Heath 

C) The English Channel 

D) Stonehenge 

 

12. Hardy famously rejected the label of "pessimist" and instead 

preferred to call himself an: 

A) Evolutionary Meliorist 

B) Existential Nihilist 

C) Utopian Socialist 

D) Unapologetic Romantic 

 

 

 



 

 

 

13. In the poem "The Darkling Thrush," what does the singing bird 

symbolize against the bleak, wintery landscape of the dying 19th 

century? 

A) The triumph of industrialization 

B) The inevitability of death 

C) An inexplicable, irrational spark of hope 

D) The ghost of Romantic poetry 

 

14. Hardy’s poem "The Convergence of the Twain" was written to 

commemorate the sinking of the Titanic. What two elements are 

"converging" in the poem? 

A) Human arrogance and the iceberg (shaped by the Immanent 

Will) 

B) The rich upper class and the poor working class 

C) British engineering and American capitalism 

D) The ocean and the sky 

 

15. In "The Ruined Maid," Hardy uses a satirical dialogue between two 

young women to critique: 

A) The harsh realities of agricultural labor 

B) The Victorian double standards regarding female sexual purity 

and economics 

C) The decline of religion in urban centers 

D) The poor educational standards for women 

 

 



 

 

 

 

16. What is the central theme of Hardy’s poem "Hap"? 

A) The joy of finding true love by chance 

B) The speaker's wish that a vengeful God existed, rather than 

blind, meaningless chance 

C) A celebration of the changing seasons in Wessex 

D) A tribute to a fallen soldier in the Boer War 

 

17. "Neutral Tones" is a famous lyric poem by Hardy. What is the 

dominant mood and setting of this piece? 

A) A vibrant, sunny spring day representing new love 

B) A bleak, colorless winter day around a pond, reflecting a dead 

relationship 

C) A stormy sea journey reflecting inner turmoil 

D) A bustling London street showing urban alienation 

 

18. The Dynasts, one of Hardy’s most ambitious poetic works from this 

era, is best categorized as: 

A) A collection of romantic sonnets 

B) An epic closet drama dealing with the Napoleonic Wars 

C) A pastoral elegy for his first wife, Emma 

D) A narrative poem about the history of Stonehenge 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

19. Which 1912-1913 poetry collection did Hardy write in profound 

grief and remorse following the sudden death of his estranged first wife? 

A) Wessex Poems 

B) Poems of the Past and the Present 

C) Satires of Circumstance (specifically the "Poems of 1912-13" 

section) 

D) Time's Laughingstocks 

 

20. In the poem "Drummer Hodge," what happens to the titular young 

soldier? 

A) He returns home a decorated hero 

B) He is buried in a foreign, unknown landscape (South Africa) 

under strange stars 

C) He deserts the army to live with a local woman 

D) He leads a successful charge against the enemy 

 

21. Why did Hardy completely stop writing novels after 1895 and focus 

solely on poetry until his death in 1928? 

A) He lost his eyesight and could only dictate short poems. 

B) The vicious public and critical backlash against the 

"immorality" of Jude the Obscure. 

C) Poetry was far more financially lucrative at the time. 

D) He felt he had exhausted all possible stories set in Wessex. 

 

 



 

 

 

22. Which prominent 19th-century scientific/philosophical theory 

heavily influenced Hardy's views on heredity, nature, and human 

insignificance? 

A) Marxism 

B) Freudian Psychoanalysis 

C) Darwin's Theory of Evolution 

D) The Theory of Relativity 

 

23. In Hardy’s worldview, what happens when a character tries to rebel 

against the rigid social conventions of the Victorian era (like Sue and 

Jude)? 

A) They eventually spark a revolution and change society. 

B) They find peace by moving to the city. 

C) They are crushed by the combined weight of society and 

indifferent fate. 

D) They are rewarded by the Immanent Will. 

 

24. The climax of Tess of the d'Urbervilles takes place at which ancient, 

pagan monument, symbolizing Tess as a sacrificial victim? 

A) Westminster Abbey 

B) The Tower of London 

C) Stonehenge 

D) Hadrian's Wall 

 

 



 

 

 

25. Which poem includes the lines: "If but some vengeful god would 

call to me / From up the sky, and laugh: 'Thou suffering thing, / Know 

that thy sorrow is my ecstasy'"? 

A) Hap 

B) The Darkling Thrush 

C) The Oxen 

D) A Broken Appointment 

 

26. In The Woodlanders (1887), which character represents the pure, 

unselfish, and ultimately unrewarded devotion to Giles Winterborne, 

famously mourning at his grave at the novel's end? 

A) Grace Melbury 

B) Felice Charmond 

C) Marty South 

D) Suke Damson 

 

27. What is the ominous epigraph of Jude the Obscure, which 

foreshadows the destructive nature of societal and religious laws in the 

novel? 

A) "Character is Fate." 

B) "The letter killeth." 

C) "As flies to wanton boys, are we to the gods." 

D) "A pure woman faithfully presented." 

 

 

 



 

 

 

28. In Tess of the d'Urbervilles, what is the name Tess gives to her 

illegitimate child, whom she secretly baptizes herself before his death? 

A) Joy 

B) Sorrow 

C) Justice 

D) Solace 

 

29. Which two distinct agricultural settings in Tess of the d'Urbervilles 

symbolically contrast the lush, fertile blooming of Tess’s love with the 

harsh, barren punishment of her later life? 

A) Egdon Heath and Casterbridge 

B) Talbothays Dairy and Flintcomb-Ash 

C) Christminster and Marygreen 

D) Blackmoor Vale and Sandbourne 

 

30. In Jude the Obscure, Arabella Donn and Sue Bridehead represent a 

fundamental duality in Jude's life. What do they symbolize, 

respectively? 

A) Wealth vs. Poverty 

B) Rural tradition vs. Urban modernism 

C) Carnal, fleshly reality vs. Ethereal, intellectual idealism 

D) Religious devotion vs. Atheism 

 

 

 



 

 

 

31. What is the deeply shocking and tragic action taken by the character 

"Little Father Time" in Jude the Obscure? 

A) He burns down the university at Christminster. 

B) He runs away to join the military. 

C) He murders his siblings and hangs himself, leaving a note: 

"Done because we are too menny." 

D) He betrays Jude to the local religious authorities. 

 

32. In The Mayor of Casterbridge, the townspeople use a traditional, 

cruel public shaming ritual to humiliate Lucetta and Henchard. What is 

this ritual called? 

A) The Skimmington Ride (or Skimmity-ride) 

B) The Pillory Walk 

C) The Wessex Witch-hunt 

D) The Casterbridge Mummery 

 

33. How does Angel Clare react when Tess confesses her past with Alec 

d'Urberville on their wedding night? 

A) He forgives her immediately, recognizing his own past sins. 

B) He becomes violent and attacks her. 

C) He rejects her, citing that she is not the pure woman he thought 

she was, and abandons her. 

D) He insists they move to America immediately to escape the scandal. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

34. In Hardy's structural design of Tess of the d'Urbervilles, the novel is 

not divided into standard chapters or books, but rather into: 

A) Cantos 

B) Phases (e.g., The Maiden, Maiden No More) 

C) Seasons (e.g., Spring, Winter) 

D) Movements 

 

35. At the conclusion of Jude the Obscure, what does Sue Bridehead do 

out of a broken, twisted sense of religious and societal duty? 

A) She commits suicide in the river. 

B) She returns to her first husband, Richard Phillotson, despite 

finding him physically repulsive. 

C) She joins a strict convent in France. 

D) She begs Arabella to take her in. 

 

36. In the poem "The Oxen," the speaker reflects on a childhood belief 

that cattle kneel at midnight on Christmas Eve. What is the central 

theme of this poem? 

A) The celebration of rural farming practices 

B) A cynical mockery of Christian traditions 

C) A melancholic yearning for lost faith and the innocence of 

childhood belief 

D) The intelligence of animals compared to humans 

 

 

 



 

 

 

37. Hardy’s poem "Channel Firing" features the dead waking up in their 

graves. What do they mistakenly believe is happening? 

A) Judgment Day has arrived. 

B) A massive earthquake is destroying England. 

C) The Titanic is sinking. 

D) Angels are blowing their trumpets. 

 

38. In the poem "In Time of 'The Breaking of Nations'," Hardy contrasts 

the massive, destructive dynastic wars with what enduring image? 

A) A bustling modern factory 

B) The timeless, ordinary activities of a man harrowing clods and a 

whispering couple 

C) A king sitting on a ruined throne 

D) A ship sailing into an eternal storm 

 

39. The Dynasts features supernatural, allegorical "Phantom 

Intelligences" that comment on the human action below. Which spirit 

represents the closest thing to human sympathy and compassion? 

A) The Spirit of the Years 

B) The Spirit of the Pities 

C) The Spirit of Irony 

D) The Spirit of the Earth 

 

 

 



 

 

 

40. In the poem "During Wind and Rain," Hardy masterfully uses 

changing seasons and a deteriorating house to illustrate: 

A) The joy of building a family legacy 

B) The inescapable, destructive passage of time erasing human 

happiness and achievement 

C) The harshness of the Wessex winter 

D) The ghost of his first wife haunting him 

 

41. "Wessex Heights" is a deeply personal poem where the speaker 

seeks refuge on the high, lonely hills. What is he trying to escape? 

A) The industrial smog of London 

B) The ghosts of his past, his regrets, and his critics 

C) An approaching thunderstorm 

D) The military draft 

 

42. Which poem by Hardy explicitly deals with the cruelty of 

unrequited love and a lover failing to show up, repeating the refrain 

"You did not come"? 

A) Neutral Tones 

B) A Broken Appointment 

C) The Ruined Maid 

D) I Look Into My Glass 

 

 

 



 

 

 

43. Which German philosopher’s concept of the "Will" heavily 

influenced Hardy’s idea of the "Immanent Will"—the blind, striving 

force behind the universe? 

A) Immanuel Kant 

B) Friedrich Nietzsche 

C) Arthur Schopenhauer 

D) Karl Marx 

 

44. Before becoming a full-time writer, Thomas Hardy trained and 

worked in a profession that heavily influenced his detailed descriptions 

of buildings and monuments in his works. What was this profession? 

A) Stone Mason 

B) Architect 

C) Carpenter 

D) Surveyor 

 

45. In Hardy’s worldview, a tragedy often occurs when an individual’s 

desires and ambitions crash against: 

A) Their own inherent lack of intelligence 

B) The indifferent laws of the universe and rigid societal 

conventions 

C) The active malice of a vengeful God 

D) The progressive forces of modern technology 

 

 



 

 

 

46. The fictional town of Casterbridge, the setting for The Mayor of 

Casterbridge, is based on which real-life English town where Hardy 

lived? 

A) Oxford 

B) London 

C) Dorchester 

D) Bath 

 

47. Hardy famously subverted the Victorian literary trope of the "fallen 

woman" in Tess of the d'Urbervilles. How did he do this? 

A) By having Tess become a wealthy aristocrat who punishes her 

oppressors. 

B) By portraying her as inherently wicked from the beginning. 

C) By arguing that she remained morally pure despite being a 

victim of rape/seduction and bearing an illegitimate child. 

D) By allowing her to seamlessly re-enter high society without 

consequence. 

 

48. What is the philosophical viewpoint of Elizabeth-Jane at the very 

end of The Mayor of Casterbridge? 

A) That life is a continuous string of joyful events if one is pious. 

B) That happiness is but the occasional episode in a general drama 

of pain. 

C) That wealth is the only true shield against the Immanent Will. 

D) That destiny can be easily altered by sheer willpower. 

 



 

 

 

49. The publication of Jude the Obscure caused such an uproar that a 

prominent bishop famously claimed to have done what with the book? 

A) Rewritten the ending 

B) Burned it 

C) Banned it from all English schools 

D) Sent it to the Queen 

 

50. Hardy's lyric poem "I Look Into My Glass" deals primarily with the 

theme of: 

A) The disconnect between an aging, decaying physical body and a 

still-passionate, youthful heart 

B) The vanity of the Victorian upper class 

C) A prophetic vision of the future seen in a mirror 

D) The changing landscape of Wessex seen through a window 

 

 

51. Which of Hardy's late novels, published in 1897, deals with a 

sculptor named Jocelyn Pierston and his lifelong, obsessive pursuit of 

the ideal woman through three generations of the same family? 

A) The Hand of Ethelberta 

B) Two on a Tower 

C) The Well-Beloved 

D) A Pair of Blue Eyes 

 

 



 

 

 

52. In Tess of the d'Urbervilles, Tess's family falls into deep poverty and 

is forced to seek out their wealthy "relatives" after what tragic accident 

at the beginning of the novel? 

A) The farmhouse burns down. 

B) Her father loses his job as a schoolmaster. 

C) The death of their only workhorse, Prince. 

D) A severe flood destroys their crops. 

 

53. What is Jude Fawley’s primary occupation in Jude the Obscure as he 

struggles to support himself and pursue his academic dreams? 

A) A stonemason 

B) A dairy farmer 

C) A parish clerk 

D) A schoolmaster 

 

54. In The Woodlanders, Edred Fitzpiers is best described as: 

A) A fiercely loyal, hardworking timber merchant. 

B) A sophisticated but morally shallow doctor who pursues multiple 

women. 

C) A deeply religious man who isolates himself in the woods. 

D) A wealthy aristocrat who tries to buy the village. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

55. What shocking action does Tess take at the climax of Tess of the 

d'Urbervilles when Angel Clare returns and she realizes Alec has 

trapped her again? 

A) She flees to France with Angel. 

B) She poisons Alec's tea. 

C) She stabs and murders Alec d'Urberville. 

D) She takes her own life. 

 

56. In Jude the Obscure, who tricks Jude into a loveless first marriage 

by falsely claiming she is pregnant? 

A) Sue Bridehead 

B) Arabella Donn 

C) Phillotson's sister 

D) Vilbert 

 

57. What is the name of the fictional city in Jude the Obscure that 

represents Jude's idealized vision of academic and spiritual 

enlightenment, but ultimately rejects him? 

A) Casterbridge 

B) Sandbourne 

C) Christminster 

D) Melchester 

 

 

 



 

 

 

58. What event immediately triggers Michael Henchard's final downfall 

and the public revelation of his dark past in The Mayor of Casterbridge? 

A) His bankruptcy in the corn market. 

B) The return of the "furmity woman" whom he sold his wife to 

years ago. 

C) Donald Farfrae discovering his diary. 

D) Lucetta confessing to the town council. 

 

59. At the very end of Tess of the d'Urbervilles, how is Tess's execution 

silently communicated to Angel Clare and Liza-Lu as they watch from a 

hill? 

A) A bell tolls three times. 

B) A black flag is raised over the prison tower. 

C) A gunshot echoes through the valley. 

D) A letter is handed to them by the sheriff. 

 

60. What is the profession of Richard Phillotson, the much older man 

whom Sue Bridehead initially marries out of a sense of obligation in 

Jude the Obscure? 

A) A university professor 

B) A schoolmaster 

C) A traveling physician 

D) A wealthy landowner 

 

 

 



 

 

 

61. In the hauntingly beautiful elegy "The Voice," who is the "woman 

much missed" that the speaker hears calling to him? 

A) His deceased mother, Jemima 

B) His estranged, recently deceased first wife, Emma 

C) A fictionalized version of Tess Durbeyfield 

D) His second wife, Florence 

 

62. Hardy's masterpiece poem "The Darkling Thrush" was originally 

published under a different title that anchored it to a specific moment in 

time. What was it? 

A) Midnight on the Heath 

B) By the Century's Deathbed 

C) The Last Bird of Winter 

D) A Vision of 1900 

 

63. In "The Convergence of the Twain," Hardy describes the "Shape of 

Ice" being prepared simultaneously with the ship. What philosophical 

force coordinates this tragic meeting? 

A) The Christian God's wrath 

B) The Spinner of the Years / The Immanent Will 

C) The spirit of Mother Nature 

D) Human hubris and engineering failure 

 

 

 



 

 

 

64. The titular poems within the 1914 collection Satires of Circumstance 

generally depict: 

A) Joyful celebrations of rural harvests. 

B) Ironic, often grim, mini-narratives exposing human hypocrisy, 

secrets, and dashed hopes. 

C) Glorified tales of British soldiers in battle. 

D) Mythological retellings of Greek tragedies. 

 

65. Which poem is set in a graveyard where the dead are violently 

awakened by the sound of gunnery practice, mistaking it for the end of 

the world? 

A) The Souls of the Slain 

B) Channel Firing 

C) Ah, Are You Digging on My Grave? 

D) In Time of "The Breaking of Nations" 

 

66. What is the overarching tone and central theme of Hardy’s "Poems 

of 1912-13"? 

A) Fierce anger directed at Victorian literary critics 

B) Deep remorse, haunting nostalgia, and unresolved grief over a 

lost love 

C) Optimistic hope for the future of modern technology 

D) Satirical mockery of organized religion 

 

 



 

 

 

67. In the darkly comedic poem "Ah, Are You Digging on My Grave?", 

the dead speaker tries to guess who is digging above her. Who does it 

turn out to be? 

A) Her grieving husband 

B) Her bitter enemy 

C) Her loyal dog, who was just burying a bone and forgot she was 

there 

D) A grave robber 

 

68. What specific poetic form did Hardy invent and use frequently, 

demonstrating his high level of technical skill as a poet? 

A) The English Sonnet 

B) He rarely used established forms, preferring free verse. 

C) He designed his own intricate stanza forms and complex rhyme 

schemes for almost every poem. 

D) The Blank Verse Epic 

 

69. Hardy's famous concluding line in Tess of the d'Urbervilles—that 

"the President of the Immortals... had ended his sport with Tess"—is a 

direct philosophical allusion to which classical Greek playwright? 

A) Sophocles 

B) Homer 

C) Aeschylus 

D) Euripides 

 



 

 

 

70. Which of the following best characterizes Sue Bridehead's attitude 

towards religion and marriage for the majority of Jude the Obscure 

(before her tragic breakdown)? 

A) Deeply traditional, conservative, and obedient to Church doctrine 

B) Unorthodox, fiercely independent, and highly critical of 

institutional marriage 

C) Completely indifferent and focused only on wealth 

D) Superstitious and reliant on pagan folklore 

 

71. In Hardy's works, the concept of "Wessex" primarily functions as: 

A) A strict, historical documentation of 19th-century London. 

B) A pure utopia untouched by modern problems. 

C) A semi-fictionalized, deeply atmospheric region representing the 

collision of rural tradition and modern encroachment. 

D) A magical realm where supernatural events resolve human conflicts. 

 

72. What is the central tragedy of Jude Fawley's character in Jude the 

Obscure? 

A) He is intellectually brilliant but is denied opportunity because of 

his low social class and poverty. 

B) He is wealthy but suffers from a terminal illness. 

C) He refuses to learn a trade and relies entirely on charity. 

D) He achieves his academic dreams but realizes they make him 

unhappy. 

 



 

 

 

73. In The Mayor of Casterbridge, Donald Farfrae serves as a foil to 

Michael Henchard. While Henchard relies on tradition, intuition, and 

passion, Farfrae represents: 

A) Ancient superstition and magic. 

B) Modern scientific methods, cool logic, and efficiency. 

C) Artistic chaos and poetic idealism. 

D) Criminal cunning and deceit. 

 

74. What is the central irony in the poem "The Ruined Maid"? 

A) The "ruined" woman is living in luxury and speaking 

eloquently, while her "virtuous" friend is exhausted by hard farm 

labor. 

B) The maid has lost all her money in a gamble. 

C) A wealthy aristocrat is forced to work as a maid. 

D) The speaker is a ghost haunting her former employer. 

 

75. What fundamental Victorian belief did Hardy most aggressively 

dismantle in his later novels? 

A) The belief in British naval superiority. 

B) The idea that morality is strictly defined by Christian dogma and 

social respectability. 

C) The concept of free trade and industrial expansion. 

D) The necessity of a monarchy. 

Answer: B) The idea that morality is strictly defined by Christian dogma 

and social respectability. 

 



 

 

 

76. In Tess of the d'Urbervilles, the introduction of the steam threshing 

machine at Flintcomb-Ash serves as a powerful symbol for: 

A) The triumph of human ingenuity over nature. 

B) The brutal, unfeeling, and exhausting nature of modern 

industrialization invading rural life. 

C) The wealth and prosperity returning to the Durbeyfield family. 

D) The harmonious blending of man and machine. 

 

77. In Jude the Obscure, Arabella Donn first catches Jude’s attention by 

throwing what shocking, visceral object at him, symbolizing the carnal 

reality that will derail his intellectual dreams? 

A) A piece of coal 

B) A dead bird 

C) A pig's pizzle (part of a slaughtered pig) 

D) A rotten apple 

 

78. In The Mayor of Casterbridge, what are the famously bitter, self-

erasing terms of Michael Henchard’s final will? 

A) That his wealth be distributed entirely to the poor of Casterbridge. 

B) That Elizabeth-Jane must never marry Donald Farfrae. 

C) That no man remember him, no flowers be planted on his grave, 

and no sexton toll the bell. 

D) That a massive statue be built in his honor to prove his worth. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

79. In The Woodlanders, Giles Winterborne tragically dies of a severe 

fever. What noble but fatal action directly causes his death? 

A) He rescues Marty South from a burning timber mill. 

B) He gives up his dry, warm shelter to Grace Melbury during a 

terrible storm and sleeps outside in the rain. 

C) He fights a duel with Edred Fitzpiers. 

D) He travels to London in the dead of winter to find work. 

 

80. In Tess of the d'Urbervilles, who are Marian, Izz Huett, and Retty 

Priddle? 

A) The wealthy society women of Sandbourne. 

B) Tess's younger sisters. 

C) Fellow dairymaids at Talbothays who are also deeply in love 

with Angel Clare. 

D) The women who cruelly judge Tess at her local church. 

 

81. The fictional village of Marygreen in Jude the Obscure represents 

Jude’s starting point. What does this village symbolically lack, which 

reflects Jude's own spiritual starvation? 

A) A working well 

B) A history, as its old church was torn down and replaced by a 

cheap, modern gothic one. 

C) Any young people, as they have all moved to London. 

D) A schoolmaster. 

 

 



 

 

 

82. In The Well-Beloved, the protagonist Jocelyn Pierston obsessively 

pursues the "ideal" woman by falling in love with three generations of 

women from the same family. What is the shared first name of these 

three women? 

A) Avice 

B) Eustacia 

C) Arabella 

D) Bathsheba 

 

83. In Hardy's narrative structure, how does he typically utilize the plot 

device of "coincidence" or "chance"? 

A) It almost always works miraculously to save the protagonist at the 

last minute. 

B) It is entirely absent, as Hardy preferred strict, logical realism. 

C) It functions as a cruel manifestation of the Immanent Will, 

almost always working against the protagonist's happiness. 

D) It is only used in his early comedies, not his late tragedies. 

 

84. Which of Hardy’s famous poems contains the defensive, 

philosophical line: "If way to the Better there be, it exacts a full look at 

the Worst"? 

A) The Darkling Thrush 

B) In Tenebris 

C) The Convergence of the Twain 

D) Neutral Tones 

 



 

 

 

85. In the closing stanza of the haunting poem "During Wind and Rain," 

what chilling image finalizes the complete erasure of the family’s happy 

memories? 

A) "The house is burned to the ground." 

B) "Down their carved names the rain-drop plows." 

C) "The wind sweeps away their joyous songs." 

D) "The roses wither in the autumn frost." 

 

86. Hardy considered "A Trampwoman's Tragedy" to be his most 

successful narrative poem. What is its core subject matter? 

A) A comedic tale of a wandering beggar who outsmarts a rich lord. 

B) A dark tale of teasing jealousy, murder, and execution set in the 

rugged West Country. 

C) A ghost story about the sinking of the Titanic. 

D) A political critique of the British Parliament. 

 

87. In "The Darkling Thrush," despite the absolute bleakness of the 

winter landscape, how is the thrush's song described? 

A) A mournful dirge for the dying century. 

B) A terrified shriek against the wind. 

C) A "full-hearted evensong / Of joy illimited." 

D) A quiet, whispering melody. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

88. Hardy's poetry is famous for its intricate, often idiosyncratic 

architecture. Which of the following is a hallmark of his poetic style? 

A) Strict, unwavering adherence to the heroic couplet. 

B) The exclusive use of unrhymed free verse. 

C) The use of rough, "clashing" rhythms and highly inventive, 

unique stanza forms. 

D) Imitating the exact style of the Romantic poets like Keats and 

Shelley. 

 

89. In the poem "Drummer Hodge," the foreign landscape of the Karoo 

(in South Africa) emphasizes what aspect of the young soldier’s death? 

A) His heroic triumph and eternal glory. 

B) His profound alienation and unceremonious burial under 

"strange stars." 

C) His joy at escaping the poverty of England. 

D) His deep understanding of the local culture. 

 

90. Which of the following poems is an explicitly anti-war lyric that 

highlights the shared humanity of enemy soldiers? 

A) The Man He Killed 

B) The Souls of the Slain 

C) Men Who March Away 

D) The Dynasts 

 

 

 



 

 

 

91. How does Hardy’s portrayal of Nature fundamentally differ from 

that of the earlier Romantic poets (like William Wordsworth)? 

A) Hardy viewed Nature as a benevolent mother guiding human 

morality, exactly like Wordsworth. 

B) Hardy viewed Nature as a purely mechanical backdrop with no 

connection to human emotion. 

C) Hardy viewed Nature as a beautiful but profoundly indifferent, 

unconscious force that cares nothing for human suffering. 

D) Hardy viewed Nature as a demonic entity actively trying to destroy 

humanity. 

 

92. In Jude the Obscure, the intense critique of the institution of 

marriage leads to characters effectively describing it as: 

A) The only true path to salvation. 

B) A form of "licensed prostitution" when love is absent. 

C) A necessary financial arrangement for the poor. 

D) A biological imperative. 

 

93. At the end of Tess of the d'Urbervilles, where are Angel Clare and 

Liza-Lu standing when they see the black flag signifying Tess’s 

execution? 

A) Outside the gates of Talbothays Dairy. 

B) On top of the monument at Stonehenge. 

C) On a hill overlooking the prison in Wintoncester (Winchester). 

D) At the edge of Egdon Heath. 

 



 

 

 

94. What is the name of the d'Urberville family estate where Tess is first 

sent to work, and where her tragic seduction/rape by Alec occurs? 

A) The Slopes (in Trantridge) 

B) Weatherbury Farm 

C) Hintock House 

D) Casterbridge Manor 

 

95. Which major socio-economic shift in late 19th-century England is a 

constant source of tension and tragedy in Hardy's Wessex novels? 

A) The rise of the British Empire in India. 

B) The transition from an oral, agrarian, traditional society to a 

literate, mobile, and industrialized capitalist society. 

C) The shift from a monarchy to a republic. 

D) The religious wars between Catholics and Protestants. 

 

96. Who is Mr. Melbury in The Woodlanders, and what is his primary 

motivation regarding his daughter, Grace? 

A) He is a wealthy lord who wants Grace to marry a peasant to teach her 

humility. 

B) He is a guilt-ridden timber merchant obsessed with elevating 

Grace's social status through education and marriage to a 

"gentleman." 

C) He is a traveling preacher who wants Grace to join a convent. 

D) He is a cruel drunkard who wants to sell Grace to pay his debts. 

 

 



 

 

 

97. In his later years, Thomas Hardy famously stated that he preferred to 

be remembered as a: 

A) Playwright 

B) Novelist 

C) Philosopher 

D) Poet 

 

98. The publication of Tess of the d'Urbervilles and Jude the Obscure 

coincided with the rise of which late-Victorian feminist social 

movement, which Hardy's works both reflected and complicated? 

A) The Suffragette Movement 

B) The "New Woman" Movement 

C) The Pre-Raphaelite Sisterhood 

D) The Temperance Movement 

 

99. Which of the following pairs of novels strictly belongs to Hardy's 

later, most pessimistic and controversial period (1887-1895)? 

A) Far from the Madding Crowd & The Return of the Native 

B) Under the Greenwood Tree & A Pair of Blue Eyes 

C) Tess of the d'Urbervilles & Jude the Obscure 

D) The Mayor of Casterbridge & The Trumpet-Major 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

100. Upon Thomas Hardy's death in 1928, a macabre compromise was 

made regarding his burial. His ashes were interred in Poets' Corner at 

Westminster Abbey, but where was his heart buried? 

A) At the base of Stonehenge. 

B) Buried at sea in the English Channel. 

C) In the churchyard at Stinsford (Mellstock) in his beloved 

Wessex, alongside his first wife, Emma. 

D) Under the floorboards of his house, Max Gate. 
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1. Which historical event is most widely credited with shattering the 

optimism of the Victorian era and ushering in the disillusionment 

characteristic of Modernism? 

A) The Boer War 

B) World War I 

C) The Russian Revolution 

D) World War II 

 

2. Modernist literature frequently employs a narrative mode that 

attempts to capture the unfiltered, associative, and often chaotic flow of 

a character's thoughts. What is this technique called? 

A) Omniscient narration 

B) Magic realism 

C) Stream of consciousness 

D) Dramatic monologue 

 

3. Which famous poet and critic coined the Modernist rallying cry, 

"Make it new!"? 

A) T.S. Eliot 

B) W.B. Yeats 

C) Ezra Pound 

D) W.H. Auden 

 

 

 



 

 

 

4. A central theme of Modernist literature is "fragmentation." How is 

this typically represented in the texts? 

A) Through highly structured, traditional rhyming sonnets. 

B) By breaking down linear narratives, time, and coherent 

perspectives. 

C) By focusing exclusively on isolated rural communities. 

D) Through the use of a single, highly reliable narrator. 

 

5. In Modernist literature, there is a distinct shift in focus regarding 

reality. Which of the following best describes this shift? 

A) From subjective inner experience to objective social realism. 

B) From objective, universal truths to subjective, psychological 

realities. 

C) From urban industrialism to romanticized nature. 

D) From secular humanism to strict religious allegory. 

 

6. In James Joyce's A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, what is the 

name of the protagonist whose intellectual and religious awakening is 

the central focus of the novel? 

A) Leopold Bloom 

B) Gabriel Conroy 

C) Stephen Dedalus 

D) Buck Mulligan 

 

 

 



 

 

 

7. Joyce famously used the term "epiphany" to describe a key element in 

his writing. In the context of his work, what does an "epiphany" mean? 

A) A divine intervention by a religious figure. 

B) A sudden, profound spiritual manifestation or realization by a 

character. 

C) The climax of a traditional five-act play. 

D) A lengthy, poetic description of the Irish landscape. 

 

8. Joyce’s masterpiece Ulysses parallels the structure and characters of 

which ancient epic? 

A) Virgil's Aeneid 

B) Homer's Iliad 

C) Homer's Odyssey 

D) Dante's Divine Comedy 

 

9. "History is a nightmare from which I am trying to awake." This 

famous quote, reflecting the burden of the past, is spoken by which 

Joyce character? 

A) Molly Bloom 

B) Stephen Dedalus 

C) Leopold Bloom 

D) Blazes Boylan 

 

 

 



 

 

 

10. What is the central, unifying theme of Joyce’s short story collection, 

Dubliners? 

A) The triumph of the Irish rebellion. 

B) The lively and vibrant culture of the urban working class. 

C) The spiritual, moral, and intellectual paralysis of the city's 

inhabitants. 

D) The romanticization of rural Irish folklore. 

 

11. Which character delivers the famous, unpunctuated stream-of-

consciousness soliloquy that closes Ulysses, ending with the words "yes 

I said yes I will Yes"? 

A) Gerty MacDowell 

B) Molly Bloom 

C) Leopold Bloom 

D) Stephen Dedalus 

 

12. T.S. Eliot coined a critical concept to describe "a set of objects, a 

situation, a chain of events which shall be the formula of that particular 

emotion." What is this term? 

A) Negative Capability 

B) The Objective Correlative 

C) Dissociation of Sensibility 

D) The Pathetic Fallacy 

 

 

 



 

 

 

13. What is the famously bleak opening line of T.S. Eliot's The Waste 

Land? 

A) "Let us go then, you and I..." 

B) "April is the cruellest month..." 

C) "This is the way the world ends..." 

D) "I have measured out my life with coffee spoons." 

 

14. In The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock, the protagonist is primarily 

plagued by what condition? 

A) A desire for violent revenge. 

B) Deep religious fervor. 

C) Crippling social anxiety, indecision, and modern alienation. 

D) Blind, romantic obsession. 

 

15. The Waste Land is divided into how many distinct sections? 

A) Three 

B) Four 

C) Five 

D) Seven 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

16. Which ancient myth forms the structural and thematic backbone of 

The Waste Land, symbolizing the decay of modern civilization and the 

hope for spiritual renewal? 

A) The myth of Icarus 

B) The myth of Orpheus and Eurydice 

C) The Arthurian legend of the Fisher King and the Holy Grail 

D) The myth of Sisyphus 

 

17. "I grow old ... I grow old ... / I shall wear the bottoms of my trousers 

rolled." This quote, highlighting the fear of aging and triviality, is from 

which poem? 

A) Gerontion 

B) The Hollow Men 

C) The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock 

D) Ash Wednesday 

 

18. The Waste Land concludes with a chant drawn from the Upanishads, 

roughly translated as "the peace which passeth understanding." What 

are these final words? 

A) Om Mani Padme Hum 

B) Shantih shantih shantih 

C) Datta. Dayadhvam. Damyata. 

D) In my beginning is my end. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

19. Samuel Beckett is considered a foundational figure in which 20th-

century theatrical movement? 

A) Kitchen Sink Realism 

B) Epic Theatre 

C) The Theatre of the Absurd 

D) Naturalism 

 

20. What is the central philosophical premise of Beckett’s Waiting for 

Godot? 

A) The inevitability of divine justice. 

B) The meaninglessness of human existence and the absurdity of 

waiting for a salvation that never comes. 

C) The triumph of human resilience over political oppression. 

D) The importance of clear, logical communication. 

 

21. In Waiting for Godot, who are the two main characters who spend 

the play waiting by a tree? 

A) Hamm and Clov 

B) Pozzo and Lucky 

C) Vladimir and Estragon 

D) Rosencrantz and Guildenstern 

 

 

 



 

 

 

22. "Nothing happens, nobody comes, nobody goes, it's awful!" Which 

character utters this line, perfectly summarizing the stasis of Waiting for 

Godot? 

A) Vladimir 

B) Estragon 

C) Pozzo 

D) The Boy 

 

23. In Beckett's play Endgame, the characters are trapped in a room in 

what appears to be a post-apocalyptic setting. Who is the blind, 

paralyzed master of the household? 

A) Clov 

B) Nagg 

C) Nell 

D) Hamm 

 

24. Though an Irish writer, Samuel Beckett originally wrote many of his 

most famous works, including Waiting for Godot (En attendant Godot), 

in which language to enforce stylistic discipline and minimalism? 

A) German 

B) Italian 

C) French 

D) Gaelic 

 

 



 

 

 

25. Which of Beckett's plays features a single older man listening to 

recordings of his younger self, exploring themes of memory, regret, and 

the fragmented self? 

A) Happy Days 

B) Krapp's Last Tape 

C) Play 

D) Not I 

 

26. Which poem by W.B. Yeats captures the anxiety of the modern age 

with the famous line, "Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold"? 

A) Sailing to Byzantium 

B) The Second Coming 

C) Easter, 1916 

D) Leda and the Swan 

 

27. What is the central symbol of artistic permanence and spiritual 

eternity in Yeats's poem Sailing to Byzantium? 

A) A singing golden bird 

B) A marble statue 

C) An ancient Celtic cross 

D) A blooming rose 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

28. In Virginia Woolf's Modernist masterpiece Mrs. Dalloway, the 

entire narrative unfolds over what period of time? 

A) A single decade 

B) One year 

C) A single week 

D) A single day 

 

29. Which extended essay by Virginia Woolf famously argues that a 

woman needs financial independence and a private space in order to 

write fiction? 

A) The Common Reader 

B) A Room of One's Own 

C) Three Guineas 

D) The Death of the Moth 

 

30. In E.M. Forster's Howards End, what is the famous two-word 

epigraph that encapsulates his humanist philosophy regarding human 

relationships? 

A) "Always forgive..." 

B) "Only connect..." 

C) "Never surrender..." 

D) "Love blindly..." 

 

 

 



 

 

 

31. In Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness, a seminal early Modernist 

novella, what are the chilling final words spoken by Mr. Kurtz? 

A) "The darkness! The darkness!" 

B) "I have seen the end." 

C) "The horror! The horror!" 

D) "Save my soul." 

 

32. D.H. Lawrence's novel Sons and Lovers heavily explores which 

psychological concept regarding the protagonist, Paul Morel, and his 

mother? 

A) The Electra Complex 

B) The Oedipus Complex 

C) The Inferiority Complex 

D) Narcissistic Personality Disorder 

 

33. In James Joyce's Ulysses, which character represents the Homeric 

figure of Telemachus, a young man searching for a spiritual father? 

A) Leopold Bloom 

B) Malachi "Buck" Mulligan 

C) Blazes Boylan 

D) Stephen Dedalus 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

34. What specific date is celebrated worldwide as "Bloomsday," 

corresponding to the exact day the events of Ulysses take place? 

A) June 16, 1904 

B) April 1, 1916 

C) November 11, 1918 

D) March 17, 1922 

 

35. In T.S. Eliot's The Waste Land, which mythological figure—a blind 

prophet of Thebes—acts as a central consciousness observing the 

modern ruin? 

A) Oedipus 

B) Tiresias 

C) Agamemnon 

D) Achilles 

 

36. Which T.S. Eliot verse play tells the story of the assassination of 

Archbishop Thomas Becket? 

A) The Family Reunion 

B) The Cocktail Party 

C) Murder in the Cathedral 

D) The Confidential Clerk 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

37. In Samuel Beckett's Waiting for Godot, what is Lucky's only spoken 

contribution to the entire play? 

A) A song about a dog. 

B) A long, disjointed, and seemingly nonsensical "think" 

monologue. 

C) A prayer for salvation. 

D) He never speaks; he is entirely mute. 

 

38. What object does the titular character obsessively consume while 

listening to his past in Beckett's Krapp's Last Tape? 

A) Apples 

B) Whiskey 

C) Bananas 

D) Cigarettes 

 

39. Which poet is most strongly associated with the 1930s literary 

generation in Britain, a period marked by political anxiety, the rise of 

fascism, and Marxist leanings? 

A) W.H. Auden 

B) Dylan Thomas 

C) Philip Larkin 

D) Ted Hughes 

 

 

 



 

 

 

40. In Auden's poem Musée des Beaux Arts, what human reality does he 

suggest the "Old Masters" (classical painters) perfectly understood? 

A) That nature is inherently cruel. 

B) That human suffering occurs while ordinary, everyday life goes 

on elsewhere. 

C) That religion is the only salvation for modern man. 

D) That romantic love conquers all obstacles. 

 

41. George Orwell's dystopian novel 1984 introduced several terms to 

the English language. What term describes the psychological 

manipulation of holding two contradictory beliefs in one's mind 

simultaneously and accepting both of them? 

A) Thoughtcrime 

B) Newspeak 

C) Doublethink 

D) Ingsoc 

 

42. George Orwell's Animal Farm is an allegorical novella primarily 

reflecting the events and betrayal of which historical revolution? 

A) The French Revolution 

B) The American Revolution 

C) The Spanish Civil War 

D) The Russian Revolution 

 

 



 

 

 

43. Aldous Huxley's Brave New World presents a dystopian future 

where citizens are kept docile through the consumption of which 

happiness-inducing drug? 

A) Soma 

B) Vellum 

C) Joy 

D) Bliss 

 

44. The literary movement in 1950s Britain characterized by a working-

class disillusionment with establishment society was known as what? 

A) The Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood 

B) The Angry Young Men 

C) The Bloomsbury Group 

D) The Movement 

 

45. Which play by John Osborne is considered the quintessential work 

of the "Angry Young Men" movement? 

A) The Caretaker 

B) Look Back in Anger 

C) The Birthday Party 

D) Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead 

 

 

 



 

 

 

46. William Golding's Lord of the Flies explores the dark side of human 

nature and is often read as a pessimistic counter-narrative to which 

classic Victorian children's adventure novel? 

A) Treasure Island 

B) Peter Pan 

C) The Coral Island 

D) Swiss Family Robinson 

 

47. Dylan Thomas, a prominent Welsh poet of the mid-20th century, 

wrote which famous villanelle urging his dying father to resist the 

inevitability of death? 

A) And death shall have no dominion 

B) Fern Hill 

C) Do not go gentle into that good night 

D) The force that through the green fuse drives the flower 

 

48. In Seamus Heaney's famous poem Digging, what tool does the poet 

compare his pen to, symbolically linking his literary work to his family's 

agricultural past? 

A) A pitchfork 

B) A spade 

C) A plow 

D) A scythe 

 

 



 

 

 

49. Which Nobel Prize-winning author wrote The Golden Notebook, a 

complex postmodern novel exploring themes of feminism, communism, 

and mental breakdown in the mid-20th century? 

A) Iris Murdoch 

B) Muriel Spark 

C) Doris Lessing 

D) A.S. Byatt 

 

50. Harold Pinter, heavily influenced by Samuel Beckett, developed a 

style of theatre characterized by pregnant pauses, ambiguous threats, 

and mundane dialogue covering deep anxieties. What is the common 

term used for his specific style? 

A) Pinteresque 

B) Absurdist Realism 

C) Kitchen Sink Drama 

D) Theatre of Cruelty 

 

51. Which famous short story concludes James Joyce's collection 

Dubliners, culminating in Gabriel Conroy's profound epiphany as he 

watches the snow fall over Ireland? 

A) Araby 

B) Eveline 

C) The Dead 

D) A Painful Case 

 



 

 

 

52. In A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, Stephen Dedalus 

develops an aesthetic theory largely based on the philosophy of which 

medieval thinker? 

A) St. Augustine 

B) Thomas Aquinas 

C) John Calvin 

D) Aristotle 

 

53. James Joyce's final, monumental novel, known for its extreme 

linguistic experimentation and cyclical structure based on Giambattista 

Vico's philosophy of history, is titled: 

A) Finnegans Wake 

B) Stephen Hero 

C) Exiles 

D) Giacomo Joyce 

 

54. In the "Nausicaa" episode of Ulysses, Leopold Bloom briefly 

becomes infatuated with which young woman on the beach? 

A) Molly Bloom 

B) Gerty MacDowell 

C) Martha Clifford 

D) Milly Bloom 

 

 

 



 

 

 

55. Which pub is the setting for the "Cyclops" episode in Ulysses, 

where Leopold Bloom faces anti-Semitic hostility from the "Citizen"? 

A) The Brazen Head 

B) Davy Byrnes 

C) Barney Kiernan's 

D) The Temple Bar 

 

56. "In the room the women come and go / Talking of Michelangelo." 

This recurring couplet serves to highlight the superficiality of high 

society in which Eliot poem? 

A) The Waste Land 

B) Preludes 

C) The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock 

D) Portrait of a Lady 

 

57. T.S. Eliot dedicated The Waste Land to his mentor and editor, Ezra 

Pound, using the phrase "il miglior fabbro." What does this translate to? 

A) The greater poet 

B) The better craftsman 

C) The loyal friend 

D) The visionary artist 

 

 

 



 

 

 

58. Section IV of The Waste Land, titled "Death by Water," briefly 

describes the drowning of which character, symbolizing the decay of 

commerce and physical life? 

A) Sweeney 

B) Madame Sosostris 

C) Phlebas the Phoenician 

D) Mr. Eugenides 

 

59. Which poem by T.S. Eliot famously concludes with the bleak, 

whispered lines: "This is the way the world ends / Not with a bang but a 

whimper"? 

A) Gerontion 

B) The Hollow Men 

C) Ash Wednesday 

D) Sweeney Among the Nightingales 

 

60. T.S. Eliot's Four Quartets is a profound meditation on time, eternity, 

and spiritual revelation. Which of the following is the title of the first 

quartet? 

A) East Coker 

B) The Dry Salvages 

C) Little Gidding 

D) Burnt Norton 

 

 

 



 

 

 

61. "Do I dare / Disturb the universe?" is a central question highlighting 

the protagonist's intellectual and social paralysis in: 

A) The Hollow Men 

B) The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock 

C) Journey of the Magi 

D) The Waste Land 

 

62. Who coined the term "Theatre of the Absurd" to categorize the 

works of dramatists like Samuel Beckett, Eugène Ionesco, and Harold 

Pinter? 

A) T.S. Eliot 

B) Martin Esslin 

C) F.R. Leavis 

D) Roland Barthes 

 

63. In Waiting for Godot, what grim activity do Vladimir and Estragon 

repeatedly consider doing to pass the time and escape their misery, but 

ultimately fail to execute? 

A) Poisoning themselves 

B) Hanging themselves from the tree 

C) Drowning in the nearby river 

D) Walking away into the mountains 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

64. A significant change occurs to the characters Pozzo and Lucky 

between Act I and Act II of Waiting for Godot. What is it? 

A) Pozzo becomes deaf, and Lucky goes blind. 

B) Pozzo goes blind, and Lucky becomes completely mute. 

C) They switch roles; Lucky becomes the master. 

D) They find Godot and leave the stage. 

 

65. In Beckett's Endgame, Hamm's parents, Nagg and Nell, live in what 

unconventional household objects? 

A) Cardboard boxes 

B) Wardrobes 

C) Ashbins (Trash cans) 

D) Wooden crates 

 

66. Which of Samuel Beckett’s plays features a woman named Winnie 

who is buried up to her waist (and later her neck) in a mound of 

scorched earth, yet remains bizarrely optimistic? 

A) Happy Days 

B) Not I 

C) Play 

D) Footfalls 

 

 

 



 

 

 

67. In Virginia Woolf's To the Lighthouse, which character is a painter 

struggling to capture her vision on canvas, representing the Modernist 

artist's quest to capture reality? 

A) Mrs. Ramsay 

B) Lily Briscoe 

C) Cam Ramsay 

D) Prue Ramsay 

 

68. "The best lack all conviction, while the worst / Are full of passionate 

intensity." These prophetic lines describing political and social 

breakdown are from which W.B. Yeats poem? 

A) Sailing to Byzantium 

B) Among School Children 

C) The Second Coming 

D) Lapis Lazuli 

 

69. What is the famous refrain in W.B. Yeats’s Easter, 1916, a poem 

memorializing the leaders of the Irish Easter Rising? 

A) "And what rough beast, its hour come round at last..." 

B) "A terrible beauty is born." 

C) "Tread softly because you tread on my dreams." 

D) "I will arise and go now..." 

 

 

 



 

 

 

70. In Virginia Woolf's Mrs. Dalloway, what is the name of the shell-

shocked World War I veteran whose tragic parallel narrative intersects 

thematically with Clarissa Dalloway's party? 

A) Peter Walsh 

B) Richard Dalloway 

C) Septimus Warren Smith 

D) Hugh Whitbread 

 

71. E.M. Forster’s A Passage to India explores the tensions of British 

colonial rule. The central conflict of the novel is sparked by an 

ambiguous incident occurring in which location? 

A) The Ganges River 

B) The Marabar Caves 

C) The Chandrapore Club 

D) The Red Fort 

 

72. W.H. Auden wrote a famous elegy upon the death of a fellow 

towering literary figure in 1939, noting that "earth, receive an honoured 

guest." Who was the subject of this elegy? 

A) T.S. Eliot 

B) James Joyce 

C) W.B. Yeats 

D) Virginia Woolf 

 

 



 

 

 

73. Which W.H. Auden poem, written on the outbreak of World War II, 

contains the famous (and later disowned) line, "We must love one 

another or die"? 

A) The Shield of Achilles 

B) September 1, 1939 

C) As I Walked Out One Evening 

D) Funeral Blues 

 

74. The Bloomsbury Group was a highly influential circle of associated 

English writers, intellectuals, and artists in the early 20th century. 

Which of the following was NOT a member? 

A) Virginia Woolf 

B) E.M. Forster 

C) John Maynard Keynes 

D) James Joyce 

 

75. "Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgastic future that year by 

year recedes before us." Though American, F. Scott Fitzgerald's The 

Great Gatsby is a central text of the "Present Age." What does the green 

light primarily symbolize? 

A) Environmental conservation 

B) The unattainable American Dream and Gatsby's idealized love 

for Daisy 

C) The wealth of the stock market 

D) A physical warning sign for boats 

 



 

 

 

76. In his highly influential essay Tradition and the Individual Talent 

(1919), T.S. Eliot argues for an "Impersonal theory of poetry." What 

does this theory suggest? 

A) Poetry should only be written by a collective group, never an 

individual. 

B) The poet must express their raw, unfiltered personal emotions to 

connect with the reader. 

C) The poet must continually surrender themselves to the literary 

tradition, extinguishing their personal ego to create true art. 

D) Poetry should only be written by artificial means or strict 

mathematical formulas. 

 

77. The term "Stream of Consciousness," widely used to describe the 

narrative techniques of Joyce and Woolf, was originally coined by 

which psychologist in his Principles of Psychology (1890)? 

A) Sigmund Freud 

B) Carl Jung 

C) William James 

D) B.F. Skinner 

 

78. Which famous Modernist opening line sets a surreal, clinical, and 

distinctly un-Romantic tone by comparing the evening sky to "a patient 

etherised upon a table"? 

A) The opening of The Waste Land by T.S. Eliot 

B) The opening of The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock by T.S. 

Eliot 

C) The opening of Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf 

D) The opening of Ulysses by James Joyce 



 

 

 

 

79. T.S. Eliot’s The Hollow Men opens with two epigraphs. One is "A 

penny for the Old Guy." The other is a direct quote from Joseph 

Conrad’s Heart of Darkness. What is it? 

A) "The horror! The horror!" 

B) "Mistah Kurtz—he dead." 

C) "We live, as we dream—alone." 

D) "Exterminate all the brutes!" 

 

80. What was the central controversy surrounding the publication of 

James Joyce's Ulysses in the United States and the UK? 

A) It was banned for being Communist propaganda. 

B) It was heavily censored and subjected to obscenity trials due to 

its explicit content, particularly in the "Nausicaa" and "Penelope" 

episodes. 

C) It was accused of plagiarizing Homer's Odyssey. 

D) It was banned for openly mocking the Catholic Church. 

 

81. At the very end of James Joyce's A Portrait of the Artist as a Young 

Man, Stephen Dedalus records his triumphant artistic mission in his 

diary. What is it? 

A) To write the definitive history of Ireland. 

B) To forge in the smithy of his soul the uncreated conscience of his 

race. 

C) To become a priest and reform the Catholic Church from within. 

D) To escape to Paris and forget his homeland forever. 

 



 

 

 

82. In James Joyce's short story Araby, the young boy's romantic quest 

to buy a gift for Mangan's sister at the bazaar ends in what specific 

emotion? 

A) Joyful triumph and young love. 

B) A profound sense of religious awakening. 

C) Anguish and anger at his own vanity and foolishness. 

D) Complete indifference and apathy. 

 

83. In Samuel Beckett's Waiting for Godot, a boy arrives at the end of 

Act I and Act II. What is the core message he delivers to Vladimir and 

Estragon both times? 

A) Mr. Godot is dead. 

B) Mr. Godot requires them to travel to the city to meet him. 

C) Mr. Godot will not come this evening, but surely tomorrow. 

D) Mr. Godot does not exist. 

 

84. Which of Samuel Beckett’s plays features only a single, 

disembodied mouth illuminated on a pitch-black stage, pouring out a 

frantic, fragmented monologue? 

A) Not I 

B) Breath 

C) Krapp's Last Tape 

D) Footfalls 

 

 

 



 

 

 

85. Beckett's works often strip away the traditional elements of drama 

(plot, character arcs, setting). What philosophical movement, 

characterized by the belief that humans must create their own meaning 

in a meaningless world, is closely associated with this style? 

A) Romanticism 

B) Transcendentalism 

C) Existentialism 

D) Stoicism 

 

86. "Poetry makes nothing happen: it survives / In the valley of its 

making..." This famous defense of poetry's intrinsic, rather than 

instrumental, value is from which W.H. Auden poem? 

A) The Shield of Achilles 

B) In Memory of W.B. Yeats 

C) Stop all the clocks, cut off the telephone 

D) As I Walked Out One Evening 

 

87. W.B. Yeats's poem Leda and the Swan is a terrifying and violent 

sonnet based on Greek mythology. It symbolizes the violent intersection 

of the divine and the mortal, leading to which great historical conflict? 

A) The Peloponnesian War 

B) The fall of the Roman Empire 

C) The Trojan War (through the birth of Helen) 

D) The Crusades 

 



 

 

 

88. Dylan Thomas wrote a famous "play for voices" that delves into the 

dreams and innermost thoughts of the inhabitants of a fictional Welsh 

fishing village called Llareggub. What is it titled? 

A) Under Milk Wood 

B) Portrait of the Artist as a Young Dog 

C) Deaths and Entrances 

D) The Map of Love 

 

89. W.B. Yeats developed a complex, mystical system of history, 

personality, and lunar phases which heavily influenced his later poetry 

(including The Second Coming). In which prose book did he detail this 

system? 

A) A Vision 

B) The Celtic Twilight 

C) Responsibilities 

D) The Tower 

 

90. T.S. Eliot's Four Quartets primarily meditates on the intersection of 

time and the timeless. The recurring motif of the element of Fire, 

symbolizing both purgation and Pentecostal inspiration, dominates 

which of the quartets? 

A) Burnt Norton 

B) East Coker 

C) The Dry Salvages 

D) Little Gidding 

 



 

 

 

91. In Virginia Woolf's To the Lighthouse, the middle section of the 

novel, titled "Time Passes," is structurally unique because: 

A) It is written entirely in poetry. 

B) The human characters are mostly absent, and the narrative focus 

shifts to the decaying house over the span of a decade. 

C) It is told from the perspective of a dog. 

D) It jumps hundreds of years into the future. 

 

92. George Orwell's 1984 contains one of the most famous opening 

lines in dystopian literature. How does it begin? 

A) "It was the best of times, it was the worst of times..." 

B) "It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking 

thirteen." 

C) "Call me Ishmael." 

D) "All children, except one, grow up." 

 

93. D.H. Lawrence's novels often faced censorship due to their frank 

depiction of sexuality and critiques of industrialization. Which of his 

novels was the subject of a landmark 1960 obscenity trial in the UK? 

A) Women in Love 

B) The Rainbow 

C) Lady Chatterley's Lover 

D) Sons and Lovers 

 

 



 

 

 

94. Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness uses a "frame narrative" 

technique. Where is the narrator, Marlow, physically located while he is 

telling the story of his journey into the Congo? 

A) In a hospital bed in London. 

B) On a boat (the Nellie) anchored on the River Thames in England. 

C) Sitting in a pub in Brussels. 

D) In a courtroom testifying about Kurtz. 

 

95. Which prominent 20th-century British novelist, known for his 

Catholic guilt themes and moral ambiguities in "entertainment" thrillers, 

wrote The Power and the Glory and The Heart of the Matter? 

A) Evelyn Waugh 

B) Graham Greene 

C) Anthony Burgess 

D) Kingsley Amis 

 

96. The Modernist era was heavily influenced by the rapid advancement 

of technology and the urban environment. This shift often created a 

profound sense of isolation in literature, best termed as: 

A) Sentimentalism 

B) Alienation 

C) Pastoralism 

D) Jingoism 

 

 

 



 

 

 

97. James Joyce, T.S. Eliot, and Samuel Beckett all share a tendency 

toward "allusion" in their writing. What does this mean? 

A) They write exclusively about illusions and magic. 

B) They frequently reference other works of literature, history, and 

myth to add layers of meaning to their texts. 

C) They use straightforward, simple language to appeal to the masses. 

D) They avoid mentioning any real historical events to keep their stories 

timeless. 

 

98. While Modernism (Joyce, Eliot, Woolf) often lamented the 

fragmentation of the world and tried to find underlying mythic 

structures to make sense of it, Post-Modernism (which Beckett helped 

usher in) generally: 

A) Returned to strict Victorian moral realism. 

B) Celebrated the fragmentation, viewing the search for a singular 

absolute truth as impossible or absurd. 

C) Focused entirely on religious allegory. 

D) Rejected written literature in favor of pure performance art. 

 

99. Which of the following best describes the evolution of language 

from Modernism to the Theatre of the Absurd? 

A) Language became more structured, formal, and strictly rhymed. 

B) Language was celebrated for its power to perfectly convey objective 

truth. 

C) Language moved from the dense, multi-layered richness of 

Joyce/Eliot to the minimalist, broken, and often inadequate 

communication seen in Beckett. 

D) Language was replaced entirely by musical scores. 



 

 

 

 

100. If one were to summarize the overarching trajectory of "The 

Present Age" from the start of WWI through the era of Beckett, it moves 

broadly from: 

A) Classical order - Romanticism - Realism. 

B) Victorian confidence - Modernist disillusionment and 

fragmentation - Absurdist resignation and existentialism. 

C) Religious piety - Enlightenment rationalism - Romantic idealism. 

D) Agrarian pastoralism - Feudalism - Industrial triumph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

கல்வி தோடர்பான அமனத்து புத்ேகம்
வடிவில் 

கிமடக்கும்..... 
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