
 

 

 

Francis Bacon's essays: "Of Revenge" and "Of Studies." 

 



 

 

 

1. Francis Bacon is often referred to as the Father of the English: 

A) Novel 

B) Drama 

C) Essay 

D) Sonnet 

 

2. Bacon’s writing style is best described as: 

A) Epistolary and narrative 

B) Aphoristic and concise 

C) Lyrical and romantic 

D) Stream of consciousness 

 

3. The first edition of Bacon's Essays was published in the year: 

A) 1597 

B) 1612 

C) 1625 

D) 1588 

 

4. The phrase "Abeunt studia in mores," quoted by Bacon, translates to: 

A) Studies are meant for the moral man 

B) Studies pass into and influence manners/character 

C) A student must have good morals 

D) Morality is higher than studying 

 



 

 

 

5. In his essays, Bacon largely employs a tone that is: 

A) Emotional and subjective 

B) Objective, pragmatic, and worldly-wise 

C) Deeply religious and orthodox 

D) Satirical and mocking 

 

6. According to Bacon, studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for: 

A) Wealth 

B) Wisdom 

C) Ability 

D) Power 

 

7. Where do studies primarily serve for "delight"? 

A) In the court 

B) In privateness and retiring 

C) In public discourse 

D) In the marketplace 

 

8. Where do studies primarily serve for "ornament"? 

A) In judgment 

B) In discourse (conversation) 

C) In business disposition 

D) In private meditation 

 



 

 

 

9. Bacon warns that spending too much time in studies is a sign of: 

A) Wisdom 

B) Sloth (laziness) 

C) Affectation 

D) Pedantry 

 

10. To use studies too much for ornament is described by Bacon as: 

A) Sloth 

B) Affectation 

C) Arrogance 

D) Intelligence 

 

11. How do different types of men view studies according to Bacon? 

A) Crafty men contemn them, simple men admire them, and wise 

men use them. 

B) Crafty men use them, simple men ignore them, and wise men write 

them. 

C) Wise men contemn them, simple men use them, and crafty men 

admire them. 

D) All men find them equally useless in practical life. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

12. Bacon advises readers to read NOT to contradict and confute, nor to 

believe and take for granted, but to: 

A) Memorize and recite 

B) Weigh and consider 

C) Argue and debate 

D) Publish and profit 

 

13. "Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few 

to be..." 

A) Read and forgotten 

B) Skimmed and summarized 

C) Chewed and digested 

D) Treasured and worshipped 

 

14. According to Bacon, what does "reading" make a man? 

A) A ready man 

B) An exact man 

C) A full man 

D) A wise man 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

15. According to Bacon, what makes a "ready man"? 

A) Reading 

B) Conference (conversation) 

C) Writing 

D) Thinking 

 

16. According to Bacon, what makes an "exact man"? 

A) Writing 

B) Reading 

C) Conference 

D) Listening 

 

17. If a man writes little, what must he have? 

A) A great present wit 

B) A great memory 

C) Much cunning 

D) Wealth 

 

18. If a man confers (converses) little, what must he have? 

A) A great memory 

B) A present wit 

C) Much cunning to seem to know what he doth not 

D) A large library 

 



 

 

 

19. What effect do "Histories" have on men, according to the essay? 

A) Make them witty 

B) Make them wise 

C) Make them subtle 

D) Make them deep 

 

20. According to Bacon, which subject makes a man "witty"? 

A) Mathematics 

B) Poetry 

C) Natural Philosophy 

D) Logic 

 

21. Which subject makes a man "subtle"? 

A) Logic 

B) Rhetoric 

C) Mathematics 

D) History 

 

22. Natural philosophy makes men: 

A) Deep 

B) Grave 

C) Witty 

D) Wise 

 



 

 

 

23. Moral philosophy makes men: 

A) Able to contend 

B) Grave 

C) Subtle 

D) Witty 

 

24. If a man's wit (mind) is wandering, what subject does Bacon 

recommend he study? 

A) History 

B) Mathematics 

C) Poetry 

D) Law 

 

25. If a man's mind is unable to distinguish or find differences, he 

should study: 

A) The Schoolmen (Cymini sectores) 

B) Lawyers' cases 

C) Poetry 

D) Natural philosophy 

 

26. If a man is not apt to "beat over matters" (call up one thing to prove 

another), he should study: 

A) Mathematics 

B) Lawyers' cases 

C) History 

D) Logic 

 



 

 

 

27. Bacon compares the diseases of the mind to the diseases of the: 

A) Soul 

B) Body 

C) State 

D) Animals 

 

28. In his analogy of physical exercise, Bacon states that bowling is 

good for: 

A) The stomach 

B) The lungs and breast 

C) The stone and reins (kidneys) 

D) The head 

 

29. What is the famous opening line of Bacon's essay "Of Revenge"? 

A) Revenge is a dish best served cold. 

B) Revenge is a kind of wild justice. 

C) Vengeance belongs to the Lord. 

D) An eye for an eye makes the whole world blind. 

 

30. Why does Bacon say that the law ought to "weed out" revenge? 

A) Because it is too expensive to litigate. 

B) Because man's nature runs to it. 

C) Because it targets the innocent. 

D) Because it is a form of madness. 



 

 

 

31. According to Bacon, by taking revenge, a man makes himself: 

A) Superior to his enemy 

B) Even with his enemy 

C) Lesser than his enemy 

D) Outside of society 

 

32. By passing over an injury (forgiving it), a man shows himself to be: 

A) Weak 

B) Superior 

C) Cowardly 

D) Foolish 

 

33. Bacon asserts that it is the glory of a man to pass by an offense. He 

attributes this idea to: 

A) The law 

B) A prince's part (royal behavior) 

C) A peasant's duty 

D) A soldier's code 

 

34. Bacon argues that that which is past is gone and: 

A) Irrevocable 

B) Forgivable 

C) A lesson 

D) To be avenged 



 

 

 

35. According to Bacon, why do men do wrong to others? 

A) Because they are inherently evil 

B) Out of madness 

C) To purchase profit, pleasure, or honor for themselves 

D) Because the law allows it 

 

36. If a man does wrong merely out of ill nature, Bacon compares him 

to: 

A) A demon 

B) A thorn or briar that scratches because it is its nature 

C) A poisonous snake 

D) A wild dog 

 

37. Bacon quotes Cosmus, Duke of Florence, who noted a contradiction 

regarding forgiveness. What was it? 

A) We forgive our friends but not ourselves. 

B) We are commanded to forgive our enemies, but nowhere are we 

commanded to forgive our friends. 

C) Forgiving an enemy is harder than forgiving a friend. 

D) Forgiveness is a divine trait, not a human one. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

38. Which biblical figure does Bacon quote regarding accepting both 

good and evil from God? 

A) David 

B) Solomon 

C) Job 

D) Moses 

 

39. Bacon says a man who studies revenge keeps his own wounds: 

A) Hidden 

B) Bleeding 

C) Green (fresh) 

D) Scarred 

 

40. What is Bacon's view on "Public Revenges"? 

A) They are entirely unjust. 

B) They are for the most part fortunate (successful). 

C) They are worse than private revenges. 

D) They always lead to the ruin of the state. 

 

41. Which historical figure does Bacon cite as an example of a 

successful public revenge? 

A) Julius Caesar 

B) The assassination of Caesar 

(avenged by Augustus) 

C) Alexander the Great 

D) King Henry VIII 

 



 

 

 

42. What is Bacon's view on "Private Revenges"? 

A) They are necessary for honor. 

B) They are fortunate. 

C) They are not fortunate, and people who take them live the life of 

witches. 

D) They are the duty of a good son. 

 

43. Bacon writes that vindictive (revengeful) persons live the life of 

witches. What does he mean? 

A) They cast spells on their enemies. 

B) They are mischievous, and end up having a bad end. 

C) They are misunderstood by society. 

D) They hide in the forests. 

 

44. According to Bacon, a revenge that is acceptable is one for a wrong 

that: 

A) Involves money 

B) There is no law to remedy 

C) Was committed against a family member 

D) Was committed publicly 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

45. If a man takes revenge for a wrong that has no legal remedy, what 

must he be careful to do? 

A) Ensure the revenge is brutal. 

B) Ensure the revenge is also something the law cannot punish him 

for. 

C) Tell the person exactly why he is doing it. 

D) Do it in broad daylight. 

 

46. Does Bacon think it is better for the avenger to let the victim know 

who is taking revenge? 

A) No, it should be done in secret. 

B) Yes, because the delight of revenge is making the party repent, 

not just causing pain. 

C) It does not matter to the avenger. 

D) Only if the victim is a close friend. 

 

47. Base and crafty cowards are like the arrow that flies: 

A) In the dark 

B) True and straight 

C) Over the target 

D) Backwards 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

48. In "Of Revenge," Bacon fundamentally treats revenge as an issue of: 

A) Religious salvation 

B) Practical morality and social stability 

C) Romantic justice 

D) Economic loss 

 

49. "For the first wrong, it doth but offend the law; but the revenge of 

that wrong putteth the law..." 

A) Out of office 

B) In supreme power 

C) To the test 

D) In jeopardy 

 

50. Ultimately, Bacon argues that focusing on the present and the future 

is the path of: 

A) The coward 

B) The wise man 

C) The foolish man 

D) The politician 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

51. When Bacon says "expert men can execute, and perhaps judge of 

particulars," what does he mean by "expert men"? 

A) Philosophers 

B) Men of practical experience 

C) Men of great academic learning 

D) Politicians 

 

52. Bacon compares natural abilities to what? 

A) Wild plants that need pruning by study 

B) Rivers that flow freely 

C) Animals that need taming 

D) Stones that need polishing 

 

53. "To spend too much time in studies is sloth." In this context, "sloth" 

means: 

A) Arrogance 

B) Laziness or evasion of practical duties 

C) Stupidity 

D) Anger 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

54. What is the role of "experience" in relation to studies, according to 

Bacon? 

A) Experience contradicts studies. 

B) Experience bounds (limits and directs) studies. 

C) Experience is inferior to studies. 

D) Experience replaces the need for studies. 

 

55. How do "simple men" view studies? 

A) They use them. 

B) They despise them. 

C) They admire (wonder at) them. 

D) They ignore them. 

 

56. What does Bacon mean by books that are "to be tasted"? 

A) Books to be read only in parts 

B) Books to be read with great pleasure 

C) Books to be memorized completely 

D) Books that are poorly written 

 

57. Books that are "to be swallowed" should be read: 

A) With extreme caution 

B) Wholly, but not curiously (without deep analysis) 

C) By chewing and digesting 

D) Only by scholars 



 

 

 

58. What does Bacon suggest can be done by "deputy"? 

A) Writing original poetry 

B) Reading some books and having extracts made of them 

C) Exercising the body 

D) Making profound judgments 

 

59. Bacon notes that distilled books (summaries) are like distilled 

waters. How does he describe them? 

A) Pure and essential 

B) Flashy (tasteless/insipid) things 

C) Dangerous to the mind 

D) The best way to learn 

 

60. "Conference maketh a ready man." What does "ready" imply here? 

A) Quick-witted and fluent in conversation 

B) Prepared for physical battle 

C) Willing to compromise 

D) Ready to read 

 

61. If a man has a poor memory, what activity does Bacon say he should 

engage in less to hide it? 

A) Reading

B) Writing 

C) Speaking 

D) Listening



 

 

 

62. Bacon states that "bowling is good for the stone and reins." What are 

"reins"? 

A) The lungs 

B) The kidneys 

C) The brain 

D) The muscles 

 

63. What exercise is good for the "lungs and breast"? 

A) Riding 

B) Walking 

C) Shooting (archery) 

D) Bowling 

 

64. What exercise does Bacon recommend for the stomach? 

A) Riding 

B) Gentle walking 

C) Bowling 

D) Swimming 

 

65. What physical activity is recommended for the head? 

A) Bowling 

B) Shooting 

C) Riding 

D) Running 



 

 

 

66. Bacon uses the Latin phrase Cymini sectores. What does this 

literally translate to? 

A) Lovers of wisdom 

B) Splitters of cumin seeds (hair-splitters) 

C) Men of great faith 

D) Seekers of truth 

 

67. Which subject makes a man "deep"? 

A) Poetry 

B) Mathematics 

C) Natural Philosophy 

D) History 

 

68. If someone cannot easily prove or illustrate a point, they are not apt 

to "beat over matters." Who does Bacon suggest they study? 

A) The Schoolmen 

B) The Poets 

C) The Lawyers' cases 

D) The Historians 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

69. The overarching theme of "Of Studies" is the: 

A) Superiority of books over real life 

B) Practical application of learning to life 

C) Rejection of classical education 

D) Dangers of over-education 

 

70. In "Of Studies," Bacon implies that human nature is fundamentally: 

A) Flawless but corrupted by society 

B) Unchangeable 

C) Malleable and capable of being improved by deliberate effort 

D) Beyond saving 

 

71. Which literary device is most prominent in "Of Studies"? 

A) Parallelism and Triadic Structure (Rule of Three) 

B) Extended Metaphor 

C) Personification 

D) Hyperbole 

 

72. "Abeunt studia in mores" is a quote originally attributed to which 

Roman author? 

A) Virgil 

B) Ovid 

C) Cicero 

D) Seneca 



 

 

 

73. In Bacon's time, "Philosophy" primarily referred to what modern 

discipline? 

A) Psychology 

B) Sociology 

C) Science (Natural and Moral) 

D) Linguistics 

 

74. The essay "Of Studies" addresses which three primary functions of 

studying? 

A) Reading, Writing, Speaking 

B) Delight, Ornament, Ability 

C) History, Poetry, Mathematics 

D) Memory, Wit, Judgment 

 

75. What is Bacon's attitude toward self-education versus formal 

education in "Of Studies"? 

A) He values formal university degrees above all. 

B) He emphasizes active, pragmatic engagement with texts over 

passive institutional learning. 

C) He believes self-education is impossible. 

D) He ignores education completely. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

76. Bacon calls revenge a "wild justice." What does "wild" mean in this 

context? 

A) Exciting and thrilling 

B) Uncultivated, standing outside civilized law 

C) Animalistic and bloody 

D) Random and unpredictable 

 

77. According to Bacon, the first wrong offends the law. What does the 

revenge of that wrong do? 

A) Upholds the law 

B) Puts the law out of office (usurps its authority) 

C) Strengthens the state 

D) Pleases God 

 

78. Bacon states that "in taking revenge, a man is but even with his 

enemy." What does he mean? 

A) Revenge restores the balance of power. 

B) The avenger lowers himself to the level of the offender. 

C) The avenger is financially compensated. 

D) The avenger becomes physically equal. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

79. According to Bacon, why do most men commit wrongs? 

A) Because they are inherently evil. 

B) Out of madness. 

C) To gain profit, pleasure, or honor. 

D) To test the law. 

 

80. Bacon suggests we should not be angry at men who love themselves 

better than us. This reflects what philosophical perspective? 

A) Pragmatism/Realism 

B) Romanticism 

C) Idealism 

D) Nihilism 

 

81. If a man does wrong out of sheer "ill-nature," Bacon compares him 

to what? 

A) A wolf 

B) A snake 

C) A thorn or briar 

D) A tempest 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

82. Why does a thorn scratch, according to Bacon's analogy? 

A) Because it is defending itself. 

B) Because it cannot do otherwise; it is its nature. 

C) Because it is angry. 

D) Because it wants to cause pain for pleasure. 

 

83. Bacon references Cosmus, Duke of Florence. What region is 

Florence in? 

A) France 

B) Spain 

C) Italy 

D) England 

 

84. According to Cosmus, as quoted by Bacon, who are we not 

commanded to forgive? 

A) Our enemies 

B) Our parents 

C) Our friends 

D) Our rulers 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

85. What is Bacon's counter-argument to Cosmus's point about 

forgiving friends? 

A) We should never forgive friends. 

B) The spirit of Job is better: if we take good from friends, we must 

also take some evil. 

C) Friends never betray us. 

D) Forgiving friends makes us weak. 

 

86. Bacon warns that keeping revenge alive keeps wounds "green." 

What does "green" mean here? 

A) Infected 

B) Fresh and unhealed 

C) Envious 

D) Poisonous 

 

87. Bacon mentions the assassination of Julius Caesar as an example of 

a successful public revenge. Who avenged Caesar? 

A) Brutus 

B) Cassius 

C) Pompey 

D) Augustus (Octavian), Mark Antony, and Lepidus 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

88. Who is Pertinax, mentioned by Bacon in relation to public revenge? 

A) A Roman Emperor whose death was avenged by Severus 

B) A Greek philosopher 

C) An English king 

D) A Renaissance poet 

 

89. Who avenged the death of Henry III of France, according to Bacon? 

A) Henry VIII 

B) Henry IV of Navarre 

C) Louis XIV 

D) Charles V 

 

90. How does Bacon characterize the life of "vindictive persons"? 

A) They live like kings. 

B) They live the life of witches. 

C) They live in peace eventually. 

D) They live a life of honor. 

 

91. What happens to vindictive persons at the end of their lives, 

according to Bacon? 

A) They achieve their goals. 

B) They repent and are forgiven. 

C) They have an "infortunate" (unfortunate/bad) end. 

D) They are celebrated as heroes. 



 

 

 

92. Bacon states that some revenges are for wrongs which there is no 

law to remedy. What caution does he give in this situation? 

A) Make sure the revenge is brutal. 

B) Ensure the revenge is one that the law cannot punish. 

C) Hire someone else to do it. 

D) Seek permission from the church. 

 

93. Why does Bacon think the avenger should reveal his identity to the 

victim? 

A) To brag about his cleverness. 

B) So the victim will repent and know why they are suffering. 

C) To satisfy legal requirements. 

D) To avoid punishing the wrong person. 

 

94. Bacon views revenge not as a noble pursuit, but as a symptom of: 

A) Social class struggles 

B) Human weakness and a failure of the rule of law 

C) Divine intervention 

D) Superior intelligence 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

95. Bacon's essays belong to the literature of the: 

A) Romantic Period 

B) Victorian Age 

C) English Renaissance / Elizabethan and Jacobean Eras 

D) Enlightenment 

 

96. Bacon’s philosophy is deeply rooted in: 

A) Idealism 

B) Mysticism 

C) Empiricism and practical observation 

D) Existentialism 

 

97. Bacon’s essays are heavily influenced by the style of which French 

essayist? 

A) Voltaire 

B) Rousseau 

C) Montaigne 

D) Descartes 

 

98. The tone of "Of Revenge" can best be described as: 

A) Passionate and angry 

B) Didactic, analytical, and moralistic 

C) Sarcastic and humorous 

D) Melancholic and depressed 



 

 

 

99. What does the Latin word infortunatus mean in the context of 

Bacon's conclusion on witches and vindictive men? 

A) Unfortunate or disastrous 

B) Without fortune (poor) 

C) Unforgiven 

D) Unforgettable 

 

100. Ultimately, both "Of Studies" and "Of Revenge" demonstrate 

Bacon's primary goal in writing his essays, which was to: 

A) Entertain the lower classes 

B) Provide practical, actionable wisdom for civil life and self-

improvement 

C) Challenge the authority of the King 

D) Write beautiful, decorative poetry 
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Unit – 2 British Literature - 1 

 

 



 

 

 

1. Under what pseudonym did Charles Lamb write "Dream Children: A 

Reverie"? 

A) Boz 

B) Elia 

C) Alpha of the Plough 

D) Saki 

 

2. In which year was "Dream Children: A Reverie" first published? 

A) 1820 

B) 1822 

C) 1823 

D) 1833 

 

3. "Dream Children" was included in which famous collection of 

essays? 

A) The Last Essays of Elia 

B) Essays of Elia 

C) The Spectator 

D) The Rambler 

 

4. What is the subtitle of "Dream Children"? 

A) A Memory 

B) A Nightmare 

C) A Reverie 

D) A Fantasy

 



 

 

 

5. What does the term "Reverie" mean in the context of the essay title? 

A) A tragic historical event 

B) A state of being pleasantly lost in one's thoughts; a daydream 

C) A deep sleep 

D) A ghostly apparition 

 

6. Who is the narrator of the essay? 

A) Charles Lamb himself 

B) Elia 

C) John L. 

D) Field 

 

7. To whom is the essay implicitly dedicated through its sense of 

mourning? 

A) Lamb's mother 

B) Lamb's brother, John Lamb 

C) Lamb's sister, Mary Lamb 

D) Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

 

8. In real life, who was Charles Lamb's sister, who appears as "Bridget" 

in his essays? 

A) Ann 

B) Alice 

C) Mary 

D) Elizabeth 

 



 

 

 

9. The essay is famous for its blend of which two literary elements? 

A) Horror and suspense 

B) Humor and pathos 

C) Satire and irony 

D) Science fiction and fantasy 

 

10. What genre does "Dream Children: A Reverie" belong to? 

A) Formal essay 

B) Personal/Familiar essay 

C) Biographical essay 

D) Critical essay 

 

11. What are the names of Elia's "dream children" in the essay? 

A) John and Mary 

B) James and Alice 

C) John and Alice 

D) Charles and Ann 

 

12. Who was Elia's great-grandmother mentioned in the essay? 

A) Mrs. Field 

B) Mrs. Simmons 

C) Mrs. Bartrum 

D) Mrs. Lamb 

 



 

 

 

13. In the essay, where did Great-grandmother Field live? 

A) London 

B) Hertfordshire 

C) Norfolk 

D) Sussex 

 

14. What was Great-grandmother Field's role in the great house? 

A) The owner 

B) The housekeeper 

C) The cook 

D) The governess 

 

15. How is Great-grandmother Field described in her youth? 

A) Wealthy and arrogant 

B) Tall, upright, and graceful 

C) Short, frail, and timid 

D) Strict and unforgiving 

 

16. What tragic illness afflicted Great-grandmother Field in her later 

years? 

A) Tuberculosis 

B) Cholera 

C) Cancer 

D) Pneumonia 



 

 

 

17. Who is the "Uncle John L." mentioned by Elia? 

A) John Lamb (Charles's actual brother) 

B) John Locke 

C) John Keats 

D) A fictional uncle created for the story 

 

18. Who was Elia's youthful love, the "mother" of the dream children? 

A) Mary W--n 

B) Alice W--n 

C) Bridget Elia 

D) Ann Field 

 

19. In reality, Alice W--n was modeled after which woman Charles 

Lamb loved? 

A) Mary Shelley 

B) Fanny Brawne 

C) Ann Simmons 

D) Dorothy Wordsworth 

 

20. According to the essay, who did Alice W--n ultimately marry? 

A) Elia 

B) John L. 

C) Mr. Bartrum 

D) James Elia 



 

 

 

21. What famous ballad's story was carved into the wood of the 

chimney-piece at the great house? 

A) The Rime of the Ancient Mariner 

B) The Children in the Wood 

C) Robin Hood 

D) Chevy Chase 

 

22. What happened to the wooden chimney-piece according to the 

essay? 

A) It burned in a fire 

B) A foolish rich person pulled it down to put up a marble one 

C) Elia inherited it 

D) It rotted away 

 

23. Where did Great-grandmother Field sleep in the great house? 

A) In the servant's quarters 

B) In the haunted room where the "Children in the Wood" were 

said to have died 

C) In the newly built wing 

D) In the garden cottage 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

24. Why did Elia say he used to wander the great house with "awe"? 

A) He was afraid of his grandmother 

B) He believed it was haunted by the two ghosts of the children 

C) It was too dark 

D) He was afraid of getting lost 

 

25. When Elia roamed the gardens of the great house as a boy, what did 

he do regarding the fruits (nectarines, peaches, oranges)? 

A) He ate them all 

B) He stole them for his brother 

C) He never plucked them, but only looked at them 

D) He sold them in the market 

 

26. How did Uncle John L. treat Elia when Elia was a lame-footed boy? 

A) He ignored him 

B) He made fun of him 

C) He carried him on his back 

D) He left him at home 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

27. What detail about Uncle John L. in his later life caused Elia great 

sorrow? 

A) John L. became cruel 

B) John L. moved to America 

C) John L. had his leg amputated and eventually died 

D) John L. lost all his money 

 

28. How does little Alice react when Elia describes his youthful 

courtship of her "mother"? 

A) She laughs loudly 

B) She starts crying 

C) She mimics her mother's expressions and gestures 

D) She falls asleep 

 

29. What action does little John take when Elia describes Uncle John 

L.'s bravery? 

A) He hides behind the chair 

B) He expands his chest and looks brave 

C) He asks for a sword 

D) He ignores the story 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

30. When Elia wakes up at the end of the essay, where is he? 

A) In his bed 

B) In his bachelor arm-chair 

C) In the great house in Norfolk 

D) In a hospital 

 

31. Which of the following is the primary theme of "Dream Children: A 

Reverie"? 

A) The importance of financial wealth 

B) The industrial revolution 

C) Unfulfilled desires, nostalgia, and the pain of loss 

D) A critique of religious institutions 

 

32. The essay starkly contrasts which two realms? 

A) City and Country 

B) Wealth and Poverty 

C) Reality and Imagination (the dream world) 

D) Science and Religion 

 

33. What does Elia's "bachelorhood" symbolize in the essay? 

A) Freedom and independence 

B) Loneliness and the absence of a traditional family life 

C) Hatred for children 

D) Economic stability 



 

 

 

34. The tone of the essay can best be described as: 

A) Satirical and biting 

B) Melancholic, wistful, and nostalgic 

C) Joyful and triumphant 

D) Didactic and preachy 

 

35. What does the fading away of the children at the end signify? 

A) The cruelty of children 

B) The inevitability of waking up to a harsh reality 

C) The death of his actual children 

D) The beginning of a new dream 

 

36. How does Lamb use the character of Great-grandmother Field to 

explore the theme of mortality? 

A) By showing her physical decay from cancer against her enduring 

spirit 

B) By claiming she lived forever 

C) By portraying her as a ghost 

D) By showing she died in battle 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

37. The theme of "sublimation" (channeling unfulfilled desires into art) 

is evident because: 

A) Lamb painted a portrait of his children 

B) Lamb wrote this essay to experience the fatherhood he never had 

C) Lamb became a teacher 

D) Lamb adopted orphans 

 

38. The motif of "memory" in the essay serves to: 

A) Prove historical facts 

B) Punish the author for past sins 

C) Provide a temporary refuge from present sorrows 

D) Solve a mystery 

 

39. How does the essay view childhood? 

A) As a time of severe hardship and strict rules 

B) As an age of innocence, imagination, and freedom 

C) As a burden to parents 

D) As a time that should be rushed through 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

40. Why does Elia emphasize that he "plucked no fruits" in the garden 

as a child? 

A) To show his obedience and the pure, non-consumptive nature of 

his childhood wonder 

B) Because he was allergic to them 

C) Because they were poisonous 

D) Because he was too short to reach them 

 

41. Fill in the blank from the children's final dialogue: "We are not of 

Alice, nor of thee, nor are we ________ at all." 

A) Humans 

B) Ghosts 

C) Children 

D) Real 

 

42. The dream children declare: "The children of Alice call Bartrum 

________." 

A) Uncle 

B) Father 

C) Friend 

D) Master 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

43. What do the dream children say they are at the very end of the 

vision? 

A) "We are angels." 

B) "We are nothing; less than nothing, and dreams." 

C) "We are memories." 

D) "We are your future." 

 

44. According to the children's fading voices, where must they wait to 

have existence? 

A) "Upon the shores of Lethe" 

B) "In the gardens of Eden" 

C) "In the great house in Norfolk" 

D) "In the heavens above" 

 

45. What does "Lethe" refer to in the context of the quote above? 

A) A city in Greece 

B) The river of forgetfulness in Greek mythology 

C) A type of dream 

D) The name of a ship 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

46. How is Bridget described when Elia wakes up? 

A) Weeping 

B) Unchanged, seated by his side 

C) Angry at him for sleeping 

D) Reading a book aloud 

 

47. When Elia says Grandmother Field knew the Psalms and the New 

Testament "by heart," it highlights her: 

A) Arrogance 

B) Deep religious faith and piety 

C) Desire to show off 

D) Lack of formal education 

 

48. Elia describes looking at the bust of the ________ emperors in the 

garden. 

A) Roman 

B) Greek 

C) Ottoman 

D) British 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

49. When little Alice puts her hands out during the story, she is 

compared to whom? 

A) A dying bird 

B) Her mother, Alice W--n 

C) Grandmother Field 

D) Bridget 

 

50. The essay concludes with the disappearance of John L. (James Elia) 

and the presence of Bridget. What is the symbolic meaning of this 

ending? 

A) It represents the triumph of fantasy over reality. 

B) It abruptly grounds Lamb back in his real life, living quietly 

with his sister Mary after the death of their brother. 

C) It shows that he has traveled back in time. 

D) It means he is still asleep. 
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Unit – 2 British Literature - 1 

 



 

 

 

1. Who is the author of the essay "Sir Roger at the Theatre"? 

A) Richard Steele 

B) Joseph Addison 

C) Jonathan Swift 

D) Alexander Pope 

 

2. In which famous 18th-century periodical was this essay originally 

published? 

A) The Tatler 

B) The Rambler 

C) The Spectator 

D) The Idler 

 

3. What is the specific issue number of the periodical that contains "Sir 

Roger at the Theatre"? 

A) No. 2 

B) No. 112 

C) No. 335 

D) No. 26 

 

4. How long has it been since Sir Roger last visited the theatre? 

A) 5 years 

B) 10 years 

C) 20 years 

D) 30 years 

 



 

 

 

5. Which play does Sir Roger go to watch in this essay? 

A) Hamlet 

B) The Way of the World 

C) The Distrest Mother 

D) The Beggar's Opera 

 

6. Who is the author of the play that Sir Roger watches? 

A) Ambrose Philips 

B) John Dryden 

C) William Congreve 

D) Oliver Goldsmith 

 

7. "The Distrest Mother" is actually an English adaptation of which 

famous French tragedy? 

A) Phaedra by Racine 

B) Andromaque by Racine 

C) Le Cid by Corneille 

D) Tartuffe by Moliere 

 

8. What was the name of the last play Sir Roger saw before his 20-year 

hiatus from the theatre? 

A) The Committee 

B) Macbeth 

C) Every Man in His Humour 

D) Volpone 

 



 

 

 

9. Who accompanies Sir Roger and Mr. Spectator to the theatre for their 

physical protection? 

A) Will Honeycomb 

B) Captain Sentry 

C) Sir Andrew Freeport 

D) The Clergyman 

 

10. Why is Sir Roger initially afraid to go to the theatre at night? 

A) He fears being robbed by highwaymen 

B) He is terrified of the "Mohocks" 

C) He has poor eyesight in the dark 

D) He is afraid of getting lost in London's streets 

 

11. Who were the "Mohocks" mentioned repeatedly in the essay? 

A) A Native American tribe visiting London 

B) A gang of violent, aristocratic street ruffians in London 

C) A group of rival theatre actors 

D) The King's personal night watchmen 

 

12. What specific weapons do Sir Roger's servants carry to defend him 

on the way to the theatre? 

A) Iron swords 

B) Oaken plants (stout wooden 

sticks) 

C) Flintlock pistols 

D) Silver daggers 

 



 

 

 

13. At what time of day does Sir Roger send for the Spectator to join 

him for the theatre trip? 

A) Early morning 

B) Four o'clock in the afternoon 

C) Late at night 

D) Noon 

 

14. In what part of the theatre do Sir Roger, Captain Sentry, and the 

Spectator sit? 

A) The royal box 

B) The upper gallery 

C) The pit 

D) The backstage area 

 

15. Which character in the play The Distrest Mother does Sir Roger 

show the most intense sympathy for? 

A) Pyrrhus 

B) Orestes 

C) Andromache 

D) Hermione 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

16. How does Sir Roger behave during the performance of the play? 

A) He falls asleep due to old age 

B) He talks loudly about politics with Captain Sentry 

C) He treats the characters and events as if they were real life 

D) He continuously criticizes the actors' vocal performances 

 

17. What is the primary thematic contrast Addison presents through Sir 

Roger's character in this essay? 

A) The wealth of the aristocracy vs. the poverty of the working class 

B) The innocence and naive simplicity of the country vs. the 

artificiality and cynicism of the city 

C) The glory of war vs. the peace of domestic life 

D) The strictness of religion vs. the freedom of the arts 

 

18. When Sir Roger sees the character of the distressed widow 

(Andromache) in the play, who does it immediately remind him of? 

A) His late mother 

B) Queen Anne 

C) The "perverse widow" he has unrequitedly loved for years 

D) Mr. Spectator's sister 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

19. What does Sir Roger's reaction to the play primarily highlight about 

the Augustan audience? 

A) They were easily bored by tragedies 

B) They went to the theatre to be seen rather than to watch the play 

C) They were highly critical and emotionally detached, unlike Sir 

Roger 

D) They preferred comedies over tragedies 

 

20. What is Addison's underlying purpose in detailing Sir Roger's 

theatre experience? 

A) To write a formal review of Ambrose Philips' play 

B) To mock Sir Roger's lack of intelligence 

C) To gently satirize the sophisticated Londoners by showing the 

charm of honest, unpretentious engagement with art 

D) To campaign for the closing of London theatres 

 

21. Sir Roger represents the social class of the: 

A) Rising urban bourgeoisie (merchant class) 

B) Landed gentry (Tory country squires) 

C) Urban proletariat 

D) Clergy 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

22. Sir Roger remarks that the last play he saw (The Committee) was a 

good "______ play." Fill in the blank. 

A) Tragic 

B) Church of England 

C) Whig 

D) Royalist 

 

23. How does Sir Roger describe the character of Pyrrhus while 

watching the play? 

A) "A noble hero" 

B) "A violent lover" 

C) "A cunning villain" 

D) "A wise king" 

 

24. What observation does Sir Roger make about Astyanax, the little 

boy in the play? 

A) That he is a terrible actor 

B) That he is a "very pretty boy" and they should make much of 

him 

C) That he should be sent to school 

D) That he looks like Captain Sentry 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

25. When someone next to Sir Roger offers him half a crown to buy 

apples, how does Sir Roger react? 

A) He gratefully accepts 

B) He buys the apples and shares them with the Spectator 

C) He is offended and thinks the person might be a pickpocket or 

an assassin 

D) He ignores the person completely 

 

26. Which character does Sir Roger warn Captain Sentry not to trust, 

stating, "you do not know but he may be an assassin"? 

A) The actor playing Orestes 

B) The person sitting next to him in the pit 

C) The coachman driving them home 

D) A Mohock on the street 

 

27. What does Sir Roger say about the character of Hermione? 

A) "She is the most beautiful woman in the world" 

B) "She is a very good widow woman" 

C) "I would not be that woman's husband for all the world" 

D) "She should marry Pyrrhus immediately" 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

28. Complete Sir Roger's quote regarding the play's ending: "It is such a 

_____ tragedy, that I am glad it is over." 

A) Bloody 

B) Sad 

C) Moving 

D) Long 

 

29. What does the inclusion of Captain Sentry in the trip to the theatre 

signify? 

A) Addison's hatred for the military 

B) The genuine physical dangers of London streets at night during 

the 18th century 

C) Sir Roger's immense wealth and ability to hire mercenaries 

D) A romantic subplot between Sentry and an actress 

 

30. The character of Mr. Spectator in this essay acts primarily as an: 

A) Active participant who drives the plot forward 

B) Antagonist to Sir Roger 

C) Objective, silent observer who frames Sir Roger's reactions for 

the reader 

D) Advocate for the Mohocks 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

31. Why is Sir Roger so captivated by the actor playing Pyrrhus? 

A) The actor is a personal friend of his from the country 

B) The actor wears a very expensive costume 

C) He admires the actor's clear elocution and ability to speak 

audibly 

D) The actor looks exactly like Sir Roger in his youth 

 

32. What literary device is predominantly used by Addison to create 

humor in Sir Roger's commentary on the play? 

A) Dark irony 

B) Dramatic irony (the reader knows it's a play, Sir Roger treats it 

as reality) 

C) Slapstick comedy 

D) Pun and wordplay 

 

33. The play The Distrest Mother belongs to which specific dramatic 

genre popular at the time? 

A) Restoration Comedy 

B) Heroic Tragedy 

C) Sentimental Comedy 

D) Neoclassical Tragedy 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

34. Before leaving his lodgings, what does Sir Roger ask the Spectator 

about the play they are going to see? 

A) If there are any good jokes in it 

B) If it is a good play with a moral lesson 

C) If the tickets are expensive 

D) If the king will be in attendance 

 

35. Upon leaving the theatre, how is Sir Roger protected? 

A) He sneaks out the back door 

B) He is flanked by Captain Sentry and the servants forming a 

protective circle 

C) He rides in a heavily armored carriage 

D) The city guard escorts him 

 

36. Why did Sir Roger specifically consider the last play he saw, The 

Committee, to be a "good Church of England play"? 

A) It was written by an Archbishop. 

B) It was heavily anti-Puritan and pro-Royalist, aligning with his 

conservative country squire values. 

C) It was entirely based on stories from the Bible. 

D) It was performed inside a cathedral. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

37. How do the other patrons in the theatre's "pit" react to Sir Roger's 

running commentary during the tragedy? 

A) They angrily demand that he be thrown out of the theatre. 

B) They are highly amused and smile affectionately at his eccentric, 

naive behavior. 

C) They completely ignore him. 

D) They start arguing with him about the plot of the play. 

 

38. What does Sir Roger’s inability to separate the actors from the 

characters they are playing demonstrate? 

A) His complete lack of formal education. 

B) The "suspension of disbelief" taken to a humorous, naive 

extreme. 

C) His failing eyesight due to his old age. 

D) The poor quality of 18th-century acting. 

 

39. Who is Astyanax, the "very pretty boy" that Sir Roger expresses 

concern for during the play? 

A) The son of Pyrrhus and Hermione. 

B) The son of Hector and Andromache. 

C) A young pickpocket in the theatre audience. 

D) Mr. Spectator's young nephew. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

40. In the historical context of 18th-century London, why were the 

"Mohocks" (whom Sir Roger feared) named as such? 

A) They wore traditional Native American clothing. 

B) They were named after the Mohawk Native American tribe to 

sound savage and intimidating. 

C) It was an acronym for a secret political society. 

D) They were a group of actors who only performed in tragedies. 

 

41. What is the overarching tone that Joseph Addison uses to describe 

Sir Roger de Coverley in this essay? 

A) Bitter and harsh criticism. 

B) Affectionate satire and gentle mockery. 

C) Tragic and mournful. 

D) Strictly objective and scientific. 

 

42. Sir Roger’s expectation that a play should contain "some good moral 

sentences" reflects which major literary movement’s philosophy? 

A) Romanticism 

B) Neoclassicism (The Augustan Age) 

C) Modernism 

D) The Pre-Raphaelite movement 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

43. During the play, Sir Roger whispers to Mr. Spectator that he wishes 

he could give a piece of advice to which character? 

A) Orestes 

B) The widow Andromache 

C) Pyrrhus 

D) Astyanax 

 

 44. What happens when the character of Hermione is on stage? 

A) Sir Roger falls asleep. 

B) Sir Roger remarks that she is a terrifying woman and he 

wouldn't want to be her husband. 

C) Sir Roger cheers for her to marry Orestes. 

D) Captain Sentry recognizes the actress playing her. 

 

45. "Sir Roger at the Theatre" subtly acts as a promotional piece (an 

advertisement) for The Distrest Mother. Why might Addison have done 

this? 

A) Addison secretly wrote the play under a pseudonym. 

B) The playwright, Ambrose Philips, was a close friend and 

member of Addison's Whig literary circle. 

C) Addison owned the theatre where it was being performed. 

D) The King ordered Addison to praise the play in the press. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

46. Which of the following best describes the character of Mr. Spectator 

based on his interactions with Sir Roger in this specific essay? 

A) A loud, opinionated critic who talks over the play. 

B) A silent, observant chronicler of society's quirks. 

C) A fearful man who refuses to go out at night. 

D) A cynical philosopher who hates the theatre. 

 

47. When Sir Roger says, "You can't imagine, Sir, what it is to have to 

do with a widow," he is linking the tragedy on stage to his own life. 

What does this reveal about his character? 

A) He is entirely selfish and lacks empathy. 

B) He processes high art solely through the lens of his own personal, 

rural experiences. 

C) He has been married many times. 

D) He is planning to write his own play. 

 

48. Why does Captain Sentry put his hand on his sword as they leave 

the theatre? 

A) He thinks the actors are coming to attack them. 

B) He is preparing to defend Sir Roger from the dark, potentially 

dangerous London streets. 

C) He is angry at a man who insulted Sir Roger in the pit. 

D) He is showing off his military uniform to the crowd. 

 

 



 

 

 

49. The members of the Spectator Club (like Sir Roger, Captain Sentry, 

and Sir Andrew Freeport) were created by Addison and Steele to 

represent: 

A) Different factions of the military. 

B) Various social classes and political viewpoints of early 18th-

century England. 

C) Famous actors of the Restoration period. 

D) The authors' own family members. 

 

50. By contrasting the innocence of Sir Roger with the cynical 

environment of the London theatre, Addison is primarily employing 

which literary device? 

A) Allegory 

B) Foreshadowing 

C) Juxtaposition 

D) Alliteration 

 

51. What was the exact publication date of The Spectator No. 335 ("Sir 

Roger at the Theatre")? 

A) January 1, 1700 

B) March 25, 1712 

C) August 14, 1714 

D) December 25, 1711 

 

 



 

 

 

52. How does Sir Roger react to the character of Orestes when he first 

appears and speaks to Pyrrhus? 

A) He thinks Orestes is a coward. 

B) He is impressed and remarks that Orestes speaks very well for 

an ambassador. 

C) He believes Orestes is secretly in love with Andromache. 

D) He complains that Orestes is dressed poorly. 

 

53. According to Sir Roger’s commentary during the play, what classic 

theatrical element is missing from The Distrest Mother that would have 

made it better? 

A) A comic relief character 

B) A sword fight on stage 

C) A ghost (specifically Hector's ghost) 

D) A musical interlude 

 

54. Why does Sir Roger insist on arriving at the theatre before the doors 

are even open? 

A) To avoid the dangerous evening crowds and secure good seats in 

the pit safely. 

B) To meet the actors backstage before they perform. 

C) Because he wanted to eat dinner inside the theatre. 

D) To inspect the theatre for Mohocks before anyone else arrived. 

 

 



 

 

 

55. When Sir Roger stands up in the pit to look around the theatre, how 

does the surrounding audience react? 

A) They throw fruit at him for blocking their view. 

B) They treat him with great respect and make way for him, 

recognizing his dignified country appearance. 

C) They yell at him to sit down. 

D) They ignore him completely. 

 

56. Sir Roger commends Andromache for being a "very notable 

woman." What does the word "notable" imply in this 18th-century 

context? 

A) She is famous and well-known in society. 

B) She is exceptionally beautiful. 

C) She is capable, practical, and possesses good domestic 

management skills. 

D) She is very loud and opinionated. 

 

57. How does Sir Roger view Pyrrhus's romantic dilemma of being 

caught between Hermione and Andromache? 

A) He finds it hilarious and laughs loudly. 

B) He sympathizes, comparing it to being trapped in a "web," 

echoing his own romantic struggles. 

C) He is disgusted by Pyrrhus's lack of loyalty. 

D) He ignores it to focus on the political plot. 

 

 



 

 

 

58. Which specific genre of literature does "Sir Roger at the Theatre" 

belong to? 

A) A dramatic monologue 

B) A periodical essay 

C) A picaresque novel chapter 

D) A heroic couplet poem 

 

59. Joseph Addison’s prose style in this essay—and The Spectator in 

general—is most famously praised by critics (like Dr. Samuel Johnson) 

as the perfect example of the: 

A) "Grand Style" 

B) "Gothic Style" 

C) "Middle Style" (clear, elegant, familiar but not coarse) 

D) "Euphuistic Style" 

 

60. The play Sir Roger watches (The Distrest Mother) is set in the 

aftermath of which famous mythological event? 

A) The fall of the Roman Empire 

B) The founding of Athens 

C) The Trojan War 

D) The Odyssey 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

61. What play did The Committee (the last play Sir Roger saw) mock, 

aligning with Sir Roger’s conservative views? 

A) The monarchy of Charles II 

B) The Puritan Parliament and their administration during the 

English Civil War 

C) The French aristocracy 

D) The Spanish Inquisition 

 

62. In the context of 18th-century English theatre, what demographic 

primarily sat in the "Pit" where Sir Roger and Mr. Spectator sit? 

A) Royalty and the highest nobility 

B) Prostitutes and the poorest working-class citizens 

C) Critics, scholars, professionals, and the literate middle class 

D) The actors when they were not on stage 

 

63. Addison’s primary goal with The Spectator was famously stated as 

aiming to "enliven morality with wit, and to temper wit with..." 

A) Morality 

B) Religion 

C) Humor 

D) Tragedy 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

64. How does the character of Sir Roger de Coverley serve Addison's 

satirical purposes? 

A) He represents the extreme dangers of lacking an education. 

B) His rural innocence acts as a foil to expose the artificiality and 

cynicism of urban London society. 

C) He represents everything wrong with the English monarchy. 

D) He is a direct parody of King George I. 

 

65. What is Mr. Spectator’s (the narrator's) primary reason for enjoying 

the theatre trip with Sir Roger? 

A) He desperately wanted to see The Distrest Mother. 

B) He enjoys observing Sir Roger's genuine, unfiltered, and naive 

reactions to the play. 

C) He needed Sir Roger to pay for his ticket. 

D) He wanted to protect Sir Roger from the Mohocks. 

 

66. What does the militaristic, exaggerated description of their walk to 

the theatre (with oak clubs and a sword) highlight? 

A) The actual outbreak of war in London. 

B) The country squire’s unfounded, almost comical paranoia about 

the dangers of the city. 

C) Captain Sentry's aggressive and violent nature. 

D) Sir Roger's secret life as a soldier. 

 

 



 

 

 

67. What does Sir Roger's commentary reveal about his personal criteria 

for judging "good art"? 

A) He judges it based on strict classical rules and dramatic unities. 

B) He judges it solely on the cost of the set design. 

C) He judges it based on its emotional realism, morality, and how it 

aligns with his own life experiences. 

D) He relies entirely on what Mr. Spectator tells him to think. 

 

68. The essay heavily relies on the theme of "Illusion vs. Reality." How 

is this primarily demonstrated? 

A) Through the actors wearing realistic masks. 

B) Through Sir Roger's inability to separate the fictional characters 

on stage from real living people. 

C) Through Mr. Spectator falling asleep and dreaming. 

D) Through the use of magical stage lighting. 

 

69. When the play ends, how does Sir Roger react to the Epilogue? 

A) He is furious and storms out. 

B) He thinks it is funny but remarks that it somewhat undercuts the 

serious, tragic tone of the play he just watched. 

C) He refuses to listen to it. 

D) He memorizes it to recite back home. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

70. Who was the actual author of the comedy The Committee, the play 

Sir Roger mentions from his youth? 

A) Sir Robert Howard 

B) William Shakespeare 

C) Christopher Marlowe 

D) Ben Jonson 

 

71. Sir Roger's constant references to the "perverse widow" during a 

classical tragedy emphasize which literary device? 

A) Alliteration 

B) Comic relief / Pathos (showing his enduring, unrequited love) 

C) Hyperbole 

D) Personification 

 

72. What happens at the very end of the essay when they arrive back at 

Sir Roger's lodgings? 

A) They are attacked by the Mohocks. 

B) Sir Roger realizes his pocket was picked at the theatre. 

C) Sir Roger safely invites them in, ending the outing on a warm, 

hospitable note. 

D) Captain Sentry leaves them to go back to the theatre. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

73. What broader societal shift does Addison capture through the 

contrast of Sir Roger and the London audience? 

A) The shift from a Catholic to a Protestant England. 

B) The cultural divide between the declining, traditional agrarian 

lifestyle and the rising, cosmopolitan urban lifestyle. 

C) The shift from absolute to constitutional monarchy. 

D) The rise of the industrial revolution. 

 

74. Sir Roger's assertion that the play contains "some good moral 

sentences" shows he values literature primarily for its: 

A) Didactic (instructive/educational) qualities. 

B) Entertainment value. 

C) Historical accuracy. 

D) Rhythmic poetry. 

 

75. Ultimately, how does Addison want the reader to feel about Sir 

Roger de Coverley? 

A) Disgusted by his ignorance. 

B) Amused by his quirks but deeply appreciative of his genuine 

goodness, honesty, and humanity. 

C) Fearful of his traditional political views. 

D) Indifferent. 
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Unit – 2 British Literature - 1 

 



 

 

 

1. "Prothalamion" was written by Edmund Spenser to celebrate the 

double marriage of the daughters of which nobleman? 

A) The Earl of Leicester 

B) The Earl of Essex 

C) The Earl of Worcester 

D) The Duke of Wellington 

 

2. In what year was "Prothalamion" published? 

A) 1590 

B) 1594 

C) 1595 

D) 1596 

 

3. The word "Prothalamion" was coined by Spenser himself. What does 

it mean? 

A) A song sung after a wedding 

B) A song sung before a wedding 

C) A song of mourning 

D) A song of political victory 

 

4. To whom is Spenser referring when he mentions "my most kindly 

Nurse" in the poem? 

A) The River Thames 

B) His mother 

C) The city of London 

D) Queen Elizabeth I 

 



 

 

 

5. Which powerful patron of Spenser is celebrated near the end of the 

poem for his military victories in Spain? 

A) Sir Walter Raleigh 

B) Lord Burghley 

C) The Earl of Leicester 

D) The Earl of Essex 

 

6. How many stanzas are there in "Prothalamion"? 

A) 8 

B) 10 

C) 12 

D) 18 

 

7. How many lines does each stanza of "Prothalamion" contain? 

A) 14 

B) 16 

C) 18 

D) 20 

 

8. What is the setting of the poem? 

A) The banks of the River Avon 

B) A magical forest in Faerie Lond 

C) The banks of the River Thames 

D) The court of Queen Elizabeth 



 

 

 

9. What is the famous refrain that ends every stanza of the poem? 

A) "And let your bed with pleasures chaste abound" 

B) "Sweet Thames, run softly, till I end my song" 

C) "The woods shall to me answer and my echo ring" 

D) "O gently come and knit the nuptial band" 

 

10. What meter is predominantly used in "Prothalamion"? 

A) Iambic pentameter with variations of iambic trimeter 

B) Trochaic tetrameter 

C) Dactylic hexameter 

D) Anapestic tetrameter 

 

11. Who are the central figures approaching on the river in the poem? 

A) Two doves 

B) Two swans 

C) Two nymphs 

D) Two queens 

 

12. The swans in the poem are compared to the mythological birds of 

which god? 

A) Apollo 

B) Mars 

C) Jove (Jupiter) 

D) Mercury 



 

 

 

13. In the poem, who gathers flowers to make garlands for the brides? 

A) The Muses 

B) The Graces 

C) Water Nymphs 

D) Local shepherds 

 

14. Who are the two bridegrooms mentioned at the end of the poem? 

A) Henry Guilford and William Peters 

B) Sir Philip Sidney and Lord Burghley 

C) Henry Gilford and William Petre 

D) The Earl of Essex and the Earl of Leicester 

 

15. What do the swans' white feathers symbolize in the poem? 

A) Wealth and nobility 

B) Purity and virginity 

C) Age and wisdom 

D) Death and mourning 

 

16. "Calm was the day, and through the trembling air / Sweet-breathing 

Zephyrus did softly play..." Who is Zephyrus in these opening lines? 

A) The North Wind 

B) The God of the Sun 

C) The West Wind 

D) The God of the River 



 

 

 

17. "Yet not so white as she, / Who was the daughter of fair Leda..." 

Who is the daughter of fair Leda mentioned here? 

A) Venus 

B) Helen of Troy 

C) Athena 

D) Diana 

 

18. In stanza 1, the poet states he is walking along the river to ease his 

pain. What is the source of his pain? 

A) The death of his wife 

B) His unrequited love for a lady 

C) Frustration with the royal court and his lack of advancement 

D) A physical illness 

 

19. What flower is NOT explicitly mentioned as being gathered by the 

nymphs? 

A) Violet 

B) Daisy 

C) Lily 

D) Sunflower 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

20. "Joy have you of your own sweet loves..." Who speaks this blessing 

to the swans? 

A) The poet 

B) One of the nymphs 

C) The Earl of Essex 

D) The River Thames itself 

 

21. Which of the following is a major theme of "Prothalamion"? 

A) The inevitability of death 

B) The corruption of the church 

C) The harmony of marriage and nature 

D) The brutality of war 

 

22. How does "Prothalamion" differ structurally and thematically from 

Spenser's "Epithalamion"? 

A) Prothalamion is a public poem about a patron's daughters; 

Epithalamion is private, about his own wedding. 

B) Prothalamion is a tragedy; Epithalamion is a comedy. 

C) Prothalamion is written in blank verse; Epithalamion is in rhyming 

couplets. 

D) Prothalamion is set in winter; Epithalamion is set in summer. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

23. The poem heavily utilizes the "locus amoenus" trope. What does this 

mean? 

A) A descent into the underworld 

B) An idealized, pleasant natural setting 

C) A tragic flaw in a character 

D) A sudden realization or epiphany 

 

24. What mythological goddess is invoked as the "Queen of Love" in 

the poem? 

A) Juno 

B) Venus 

C) Minerva 

D) Diana 

 

25. Spenser contrasts the pure, natural world of the river with what other 

environment? 

A) The battlefield 

B) The busy markets of London 

C) The frustrating and idle environment of the royal court 

D) The dark forests of Faerie 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

26. The River Lee is mentioned in the poem. What is its relationship to 

the Thames? 

A) It is a tributary that flows into the Thames. 

B) It is a magical river that exists parallel to the Thames. 

C) It is the river where the grooms are waiting. 

D) It is a river in Spain where the Earl of Essex fought. 

 

27. To whom does the "mighty Muses' well" refer when the nymphs 

bless the brides? 

A) The poet himself 

B) The god Apollo 

C) The springs of Mount Parnassus 

D) The River Thames 

 

28. What astronomical body is described as "the bright sun of glory" in 

the later stanzas? 

A) The actual sun setting over London 

B) Queen Elizabeth I 

C) The Earl of Essex 

D) The Earl of Worcester 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

29. What is the "bricky tower" mentioned in stanza 8? 

A) The Tower of London 

B) The Temple (Inner and Middle Temple) 

C) Windsor Castle 

D) Hampton Court 

 

30. Who is the "great lord" who once inhabited Leicester House (which 

Spenser passes by)? 

A) The Earl of Essex 

B) Lord Burghley 

C) The Earl of Leicester 

D) King Henry VIII 

 

31. The repetition of "Sweet Thames, run softly, till I end my song" at 

the end of each stanza is an example of a: 

A) Caesura 

B) Enjambment 

C) Refrain 

D) Chiasmus 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

32. "With that I saw two swans of goodly hue / Come softly swimming 

down along the Lee." The word "Lee" here functions as: 

A) A metaphor for time 

B) A personification of nature 

C) A specific geographical location 

D) An allusion to a Roman god 

 

33. In the line "Against the bridal day, which is not long," what does 

"Against" mean in Elizabethan English context? 

A) In opposition to 

B) In preparation for 

C) Next to 

D) Hidden from 

 

34. The comparison of the brides to swans is an extended: 

A) Metaphor 

B) Simile 

C) Conceit 

D) Allegory 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

35. When Spenser writes, "And let your bed with pleasures chaste 

abound," he is combining two seemingly contradictory ideas (pleasure 

and chastity). This is an example of: 

A) Oxymoron 

B) Hyperbole 

C) Understatement 

D) Irony 

 

36. In Stanza 1, what is the poet's emotional state before he sees the 

swans? 

A) Ecstatic and inspired 

B) Melancholic and frustrated 

C) Angry and vengeful 

D) Sleepy and confused 

 

37. In Stanza 2, the nymphs' hair is described as being unbound. What 

does unbound hair traditionally symbolize in Elizabethan poetry? 

A) Madness 

B) Virginity and maidenhood 

C) Mourning 

D) Witchcraft 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

38. In Stanza 4, the swans are said to outshine the whiteness of what 

substance? 

A) Pearls 

B) Clouds 

C) Snow on top of Mount Pindus 

D) Milk 

 

39. In Stanza 6, the nymph sings a song. What is the primary wish of 

her song? 

A) That the grooms win wars 

B) That the swans have a fruitful and peaceful marriage 

C) That the poet finds success at court 

D) That the river never dries up 

 

40. In Stanza 9, Spenser addresses "Fair branch of honor, flower of 

chivalry." Who is this? 

A) The Earl of Essex 

B) Queen Elizabeth 

C) William Petre 

D) Henry Gilford 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

41. Which modern poet famously borrowed the refrain "Sweet Thames, 

run softly, till I end my song" for his own landmark poem? 

A) W.B. Yeats 

B) T.S. Eliot 

C) W.H. Auden 

D) Ezra Pound 

 

42. Spenser's "Prothalamion" is a prime example of which literary 

genre? 

A) Epic poetry 

B) Pastoral poetry 

C) Satire 

D) Elegy 

 

43. The mention of the "twins of Jove" at the end of the poem refers to 

which astrological sign, symbolizing the two bridegrooms? 

A) Pisces 

B) Gemini 

C) Aries 

D) Taurus 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

44. What river does the poet ask to be a witness to the joy of the brides? 

A) The Seine 

B) The Thames 

C) The Trent 

D) The Severn 

 

45. "Prothalamion" was one of the last poems Spenser published before 

his death. In what year did he die? 

A) 1597 

B) 1599 

C) 1603 

D) 1616 

 

46. What specific event in 1596 is the Earl of Essex celebrated for in the 

poem? 

A) The defeat of the Spanish Armada 

B) The capture of Cadiz 

C) The conquest of Ireland 

D) The discovery of Virginia 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

47. The phrase "bird of Thrace" in the poem is an allusion to the myth 

of Tereus and Procne/Philomela. What bird is it? 

A) The nightingale 

B) The eagle 

C) The owl 

D) The swallow 

 

48. How do the water nymphs react when they first see the two swans? 

A) They are terrified and hide. 

B) They are amazed by their beauty and think they are celestial 

beings. 

C) They try to catch them in nets. 

D) They ignore them and continue picking flowers. 

 

49. The poem ends with the swans reaching their final destination on the 

river. Where do they finally arrive? 

A) The open ocean 

B) Essex House (where the grooms are waiting) 

C) A dark cave 

D) A royal palace 

 

50. What is the overarching mood of "Prothalamion"? 

A) Dark and brooding 

B) Sarcastic and critical 

C) Serene, celebratory, and 

musical 

D) Urgent and anxious 



 

 

 

51. In Stanza 2, the poet describes the water nymphs having "goodly 

________ locks, all loose untied." What color is their hair? 

A) Golden 

B) Raven 

C) Greenish 

D) Silver 

 

52. What does the word "rutty" mean in the phrase "the rutty banks" of 

the river? 

A) Muddy and deep 

B) Full of roots 

C) Barren and dry 

D) Rocky and dangerous 

 

53. The nymphs gather flowers to make "posies" and "garlands." What 

is the primary purpose of these floral crowns in the poem's context? 

A) To sacrifice to the river god 

B) To crown the two swans in preparation for their wedding 

C) To decorate the poet's own hair 

D) To mourn the passing of summer 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

54. In Stanza 4, Spenser mentions "Mount Pindus" and "Oeta." What are 

these locations famous for in the context of the poem? 

A) Their deep, dark caves 

B) Their association with war and bloodshed 

C) Their pure, unmelting white snow 

D) Their vibrant, colorful flowers 

 

55. How does the River Thames react when the two beautiful swans 

enter its waters? 

A) It rushes violently to push them away. 

B) It slows down and its waters become unusually clear and calm. 

C) It overflows its banks in joy. 

D) It dries up out of jealousy. 

 

Part 12: Advanced Mythological and Astrological Allusions 

56. In the nymph's blessing (Stanza 6), she prays that the brides' 

"fruitful issue" (children) will be as numerous as what? 

A) The stars in the sky 

B) The drops of water in the ocean 

C) The leaves on the trees 

D) The flowers on the riverbank 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

57. Spenser refers to the "bauldrick of the Heavens." What is a 

"bauldrick" (baldric), and what astrological concept does it represent 

here? 

A) A crown; the Milky Way 

B) A sword; the constellation Orion 

C) A belt; the Zodiac 

D) A shield; the moon 

 

58. Which celestial body is referred to as "radiant Hesper" in the poem? 

A) The Morning Star (Venus) 

B) The Evening Star (Venus) 

C) The Sun 

D) The Moon 

 

59. In praising the Earl of Essex in Stanza 8, Spenser mentions he made 

the earth tremble "as far as where huge Hercules' two pillars stand." 

Where are the Pillars of Hercules? 

A) The Strait of Gibraltar (Spain/Morocco) 

B) The Bosphorus Strait (Turkey) 

C) The English Channel 

D) The coast of Ireland 

 

 

 



 

 

 

60. The "Daulian bird" mentioned in the poem is an allusion to the 

tragic myth of Philomela. What does this bird traditionally symbolize in 

poetry? 

A) Joy and celebration 

B) Mourning and sorrow 

C) War and victory 

D) Wisdom and foresight 

 

61. Spenser uses a clever pun on the name of the brides' father (the Earl 

of Worcester, whose family name was Somerset). How does he play 

with this name? 

A) He compares them to a "summer's setting sun." 

B) He hopes they will have "summer's heat" and never "summer 

set" (end). 

C) He rhymes it with "some are set." 

D) He links it to the "somersaults" of the river waves. 

 

62. "Where now the studious lawyers have their bowers" specifically 

refers to which London institution? 

A) The Houses of Parliament 

B) The Old Bailey 

C) The Inns of Court (The Temple) 

D) Westminster Abbey 

 

 



 

 

 

63. When passing Leicester House, Spenser remarks, "whose want too 

well now feels my friendless case." What is he expressing here? 

A) Joy that his enemy is gone. 

B) Sorrow over the death of his former patron, leaving him without 

support. 

C) Anger at the new inhabitants of the house. 

D) Confusion about who lives there now. 

 

64. The final destination of the swans is a "stately place" that was the 

"joy of [London's] noble peers." Which house is this? 

A) Buckingham Palace 

B) Essex House 

C) Somerset House 

D) Whitehall Palace 

 

65. At the end of the poem, the two grooms emerge from the house to 

meet the brides. How are the grooms described? 

A) As two gentle knights 

B) As two fierce eagles 

C) As two wealthy merchants 

D) As two wandering scholars 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

66. What is the fundamental allegorical journey depicted in 

"Prothalamion"? 

A) A journey from sin to salvation 

B) A journey down the river mirroring the progression toward 

marriage 

C) A journey from youth to old age 

D) A journey from London to Faerie Land 

 

67. In the opening stanza, Spenser walks out to ease his "sullen care." 

This establishes a stark contrast between what two elements? 

A) The poet's internal melancholy vs. the external joy of nature and 

the upcoming wedding. 

B) The poverty of the countryside vs. the wealth of the city. 

C) The darkness of night vs. the brightness of day. 

D) The heat of summer vs. the cold of winter. 

 

68. What poetic device is heavily utilized in the line: "With goodly 

greenish locks, all loose untied"? 

A) Onomatopoeia 

B) Alliteration 

C) Hyperbole 

D) Chiasmus 

 

 

 



 

 

 

69. The poem shifts its focus in the final stanzas from the brides (the 

swans) to a prominent male figure. Who is it, and what does this shift 

signify? 

A) Lord Burghley; signifying a shift to political critique. 

B) The Earl of Essex; signifying Spenser's attempt to court a new 

powerful patron. 

C) The poet himself; signifying his own ego. 

D) The River God; signifying a return to mythology. 

 

70. What is the primary function of the refrain "Sweet Thames, run 

softly, till I end my song"? 

A) To demand silence from the noisy city. 

B) To act as a musical metronome binding the stanzas together and 

pacing the journey. 

C) To warn the brides of the dangerous river currents. 

D) To apologize for the length of the poem. 

 

71. In the poem, Spenser calls Queen Elizabeth I by what title when 

referencing her court? 

A) The Faerie Queene 

B) Great England's Glory 

C) Princes' Court 

D) The Virgin Mother 

 

 



 

 

 

72. What word does Spenser use to describe the day in the very first line 

of the poem? 

A) Bright 

B) Calm 

C) Sweet 

D) Fair 

 

73. In Stanza 3, how do the swans compare to the local birds on the 

river? 

A) The local birds attack the swans out of jealousy. 

B) The local birds fly away in fear. 

C) The local birds are completely outshined by the swans' beauty. 

D) The swans join the local birds in a choir. 

 

74. When the two grooms are compared to the "Twins of Jove," what 

mythological power are those twins (Castor and Pollux) known to 

possess, which makes them a fitting symbol for a sea-faring nation's 

knights? 

A) They control the harvest. 

B) They protect sailors and calm the seas. 

C) They bring the sunrise. 

D) They are the gods of wealth. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

75. "Prothalamion" concludes with the meeting of the brides and 

grooms. What specific action concludes the poem in the final line? 

A) They exchange rings. 

B) They enter the house for a feast. 

C) The poet sings his final refrain as the song naturally ends. 

D) A cannon fires in celebration. 
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Unit – 2 British Literature - 1 

 



 

 

 

1. Who is the author of the essay "The Spectator Club" (The Spectator 

No. 2)? 

A) Joseph Addison 

B) Richard Steele 

C) Jonathan Swift 

D) Samuel Johnson 

 

2. In which year was The Spectator first published? 

A) 1709 

B) 1711 

C) 1714 

D) 1750 

 

3. The Spectator was a successor to which earlier periodical started by 

Richard Steele? 

A) The Rambler 

B) The Tatler 

C) The Examiner 

D) The Idler 

 

4. How often was The Spectator published? 

A) Weekly 

B) Bi-weekly 

C) Daily (except Sunday) 

D) Monthly 

 



 

 

 

5. How many members of the Spectator Club are officially introduced 

by Steele in Essay No. 2? 

A) Four 

B) Five 

C) Six 

D) Seven 

 

6. The members of the Spectator Club were designed to represent what? 

A) Different European nationalities 

B) A cross-section of 18th-century English society and professions 

C) Prominent politicians of the Whig party only 

D) Fictional mythological figures 

 

7. Which literary age does Richard Steele belong to? 

A) The Elizabethan Age 

B) The Romantic Age 

C) The Augustan Age (Neoclassical) 

D) The Victorian Age 

 

8. What was the central aim of The Spectator essays? 

A) To overthrow the monarchy 

B) To promote radical religious reforms 

C) To "enliven morality with wit, and to temper wit with morality" 

D) To publish romantic poetry 



 

 

 

9. Who is the first member of the club introduced by Steele? 

A) Sir Andrew Freeport 

B) Captain Sentry 

C) Sir Roger de Coverley 

D) Will Honeycomb 

 

10. Sir Roger de Coverley represents which class of society? 

A) The rising merchant class 

B) The urban working class 

C) The old, traditional landowning country aristocracy 

D) The military elite 

 

11. Which English county is Sir Roger from? 

A) Yorkshire 

B) Worcestershire 

C) Lancashire 

D) Sussex 

 

12. According to Steele, who was Sir Roger’s great-grandfather? 

A) A knight in the Crusades 

B) The inventor of the famous country-dance 

C) A famous poet 

D) A prominent Bishop 

 



 

 

 

13. What caused Sir Roger to lose his fine social manners and become 

careless about his dress? 

A) He lost his fortune in gambling 

B) He was crossed in love by a "perverse beautiful widow" 

C) He was exiled by the King 

D) He suffered a head injury in a duel 

 

14. What is Sir Roger’s age as mentioned in the essay? 

A) Forty-five 

B) Fifty 

C) Fifty-six 

D) Sixty-five 

 

15. How does the author describe Sir Roger's behavior? 

A) Cruel and tyrannical 

B) Singular, but his singularities proceed from his good sense 

C) Foolish and constantly drunk 

D) Overly ambitious and greedy 

 

16. Where does Sir Roger live when he is in town (London)? 

A) Soho Square 

B) Inner Temple 

C) Fleet Street 

D) Mayfair 



 

 

 

17. How do Sir Roger's tenants and servants treat him? 

A) They fear and despise him 

B) They frequently rob him 

C) They love him, and his servants are glad to be with him 

D) They ignore him completely 

 

18. What is Sir Roger's attitude toward the world? 

A) He is bitter and resentful 

B) He is unconfined to modes and forms, and does what he thinks is 

right 

C) He is desperate to follow the latest fashions 

D) He is entirely focused on making money 

 

19. The second member introduced, "The Templar," is a student of what 

profession? 

A) Medicine 

B) Theology 

C) Law 

D) Architecture 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

20. Instead of studying his intended profession, what does the Templar 

actually study? 

A) Mathematics and physics 

B) Literature, poetry, and the passions of the stage 

C) Botany and gardening 

D) Economics and trade 

 

21. Who forces the Templar to live in the Inner Temple and study law? 

A) His ambitious mother 

B) An old humoursome father 

C) Sir Roger de Coverley 

D) The King 

 

22. Which ancient critics does the Templar understand well? 

A) Plato and Socrates 

B) Aristotle and Longinus 

C) Homer and Virgil 

D) Horace and Ovid 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

23. When does the Templar usually appear at the theater? 

A) At the very beginning of the play 

B) Only on weekends 

C) When the play is heavily attended by critics 

D) At five o'clock, passing through exactly when the audience 

gathers 

 

24. Sir Andrew Freeport represents which rising 18th-century social 

class? 

A) The clergy 

B) The military 

C) The wealthy, self-made merchant class 

D) The nobility 

 

25. Which of the following is a favorite maxim of Sir Andrew Freeport? 

A) "Blood is thicker than water." 

B) "A penny saved is a penny got." 

C) "To err is human, to forgive divine." 

D) "The pen is mightier than the sword." 

 

26. According to Sir Andrew, what makes "more lasting acquisitions 

than valor"? 

A) Nobility 

B) Diligence 

C) Education 

D) Religion 

 



 

 

 

27. How does Sir Andrew Freeport view the concept of the British 

Empire? 

A) It should be expanded through military conquest alone 

B) It should be abandoned 

C) It should be expanded through trade and commerce 

D) It is inferior to the French Empire 

 

28. Sir Andrew Freeport believes that "sloth has ruined more nations 

than..."? 

A) War 

B) Famine 

C) The Sword 

D) Disease 

 

29. What is Captain Sentry's relationship to Sir Roger de Coverley? 

A) He is his doctor 

B) He is his political rival 

C) He is his nephew and heir 

D) He is his former commander 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

30. Why did Captain Sentry quit the military? 

A) He was injured in battle 

B) He felt he lacked the impudence and social assertiveness to get 

promoted 

C) He inherited a large fortune early 

D) He became a pacifist 

 

31. What is Captain Sentry's most defining personal quality? 

A) Invincible modesty 

B) Loud arrogance 

C) Greed 

D) Romantic passion 

 

32. Will Honeycomb is introduced as a man whose primary interest in 

life is: 

A) Naval history 

B) Making money 

C) Women, fashion, and gallantries 

D) Religious reform 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

33. What dictates Will Honeycomb's knowledge of history? 

A) Battles and political treaties 

B) The changing of fashions and women's hairstyles 

C) Economic fluctuations 

D) Literary publications 

 

34. Will Honeycomb is described as an older man who retains his 

youthfulness. How? 

A) Through strict dieting 

B) Through an easy, unconcerned behavior and being careful of his 

person 

C) By avoiding women entirely 

D) By living exclusively in the country 

 

35. Who is the final member of the Spectator Club introduced in the 

essay? 

A) The Merchant 

B) The Clergyman 

C) The Poet 

D) The Politician 

 

36. How often does the Clergyman visit the club? 

A) Every single day 

B) Only on Sundays 

C) Very seldom 

D) Only when there is an 

argument 

 



 

 

 

37. Why is the Clergyman highly respected by the other members of the 

club? 

A) Because of his vast wealth 

B) Because of his general learning, great sanctity of life, and good 

breeding 

C) Because he threatens them with hellfire 

D) Because he is related to the King 

 

38. The Clergyman suffers from a specific physical condition. What is 

it? 

A) Blindness 

B) A weak constitution / frail health 

C) Deafness 

D) A limp from a war wound 

 

39. What is the primary thematic contrast between Sir Roger de 

Coverley and Sir Andrew Freeport? 

A) Religion vs. Science 

B) Old feudal, agrarian economy vs. New capitalist, mercantile 

economy 

C) Youth vs. Old Age 

D) Urban fashion vs. Rural isolation 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

40. Of whom is it said: "His singularities proceed from his good sense"? 

A) The Templar 

B) Will Honeycomb 

C) Sir Roger de Coverley 

D) Captain Sentry 

 

41. The essay uses a specific tone to describe these characters. What is 

it? 

A) Vicious sarcasm 

B) Tragic melodrama 

C) Gentle satire and mild, affectionate humor 

D) Angry political polemic 

 

42. Which character represents the contemporary critique of the legal 

profession being too dry and unappealing for imaginative minds? 

A) Captain Sentry 

B) The Templar 

C) Sir Andrew Freeport 

D) The Clergyman 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

43. Textual Line Question: Who argues that "England may be richer 

than other kingdoms, by as plain methods as he himself is richer than 

other men"? 

A) Sir Roger de Coverley 

B) Sir Andrew Freeport 

C) Richard Steele 

D) Will Honeycomb 

 

44. What does Will Honeycomb's character satirize in Augustan 

society? 

A) The corruption of the Church 

B) The vanity of aging fops and the obsession with superficial 

courtly manners 

C) The brutality of the army 

D) The greed of the merchants 

 

45. Textual Line Question: Of whom is it said that he "knows the 

history of every mode and custom... he can tell you that such a hood was 

worn in such a year"? 

A) Sir Roger 

B) The Templar 

C) Will Honeycomb 

D) The Spectator himself 

 

 



 

 

 

46. How does the presence of the Clergyman affect the behavior of the 

club members? 

A) They completely ignore him 

B) They become argumentative 

C) They refrain from inappropriate or overly secular jokes out of 

respect 

D) They leave the room 

 

47. The Spectator Club essays were instrumental in developing which 

later literary form? 

A) The epic poem 

B) The English novel of character 

C) The tragicomedy play 

D) The Gothic romance 

 

48. Why is Captain Sentry seen as a critique of the military promotion 

system of the 18th century? 

A) He bought his commission rather than earning it 

B) He shows that true merit and bravery are often overlooked in 

favor of those who boast and seek favor 

C) He was a coward who ran from battle 

D) He represents the corruption of military suppliers 

 

 

 



 

 

 

49. Who speaks on divine topics "as one who has no interests in this 

world"? 

A) The Clergyman 

B) Sir Roger 

C) The Templar 

D) Captain Sentry 

 

50. What is the role of "Mr. Spectator" (the narrator) within the club? 

A) The loud, boastful leader 

B) A silent, observant figure who rarely speaks but listens to the 

others 

C) The financial backer of the club 

D) The main target of everyone's jokes 

 

51. Of whom is it said: "He is a gentleman that is very singular in his 

behaviour, but his singularities proceed from his good sense"? 

A) Sir Andrew Freeport 

B) Sir Roger de Coverley 

C) Will Honeycomb 

D) The Templar 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

52. Which character is described as "a person of indefatigable industry, 

strong reason, and great experience"? 

A) Sir Andrew Freeport 

B) Captain Sentry 

C) The Clergyman 

D) Richard Steele 

 

53. Identify the character from the quote: "He is a man of great courage, 

good understanding, but invincible modesty." 

A) Sir Roger de Coverley 

B) Will Honeycomb 

C) Captain Sentry 

D) The Templar 

 

54. Of whom does the narrator say, "Time has made but very little 

impression, either by wrinkles on his forehead, or traces on his brain"? 

A) The Clergyman 

B) Will Honeycomb 

C) Sir Andrew Freeport 

D) Sir Roger de Coverley 

 

55. Which character claims that "a penny saved is a penny got"? 

A) The Templar 

B) Sir Andrew Freeport 

C) Captain Sentry 

D) The Clergyman 

 



 

 

 

56. Identify the character: "He is an excellent critic, and the time of the 

play is his hour of business." 

A) Sir Roger de Coverley 

B) Will Honeycomb 

C) The Templar 

D) The Spectator 

 

57. Who speaks "with a certain noble simplicity" and has "no interests 

in this world"? 

A) The Clergyman 

B) Captain Sentry 

C) Sir Roger de Coverley 

D) Sir Andrew Freeport 

 

58. Who "calls the carriages of those he lived with, as others do the 

reigns of kings"? 

A) The Templar 

B) The Spectator 

C) Will Honeycomb 

D) Captain Sentry 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

59. According to the essay, Sir Roger is beloved because he does 

nothing "with..."? 

A) Malice or ill-will 

B) Arrogance or pride 

C) Sourness or obstinacy 

D) Greed or avarice 

 

60. Sir Andrew Freeport often argues that "the true point of honour 

is..."? 

A) Dying for one's country 

B) To be entirely free of debt 

C) To preserve one's virtue 

D) To serve the King 

 

61. Before Sir Roger was crossed in love, he frequently dined with 

which real-life Restoration figures? 

A) John Dryden and Alexander Pope 

B) Lord Rochester and Sir George Etherege 

C) Samuel Pepys and John Evelyn 

D) King Charles II and James II 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

62. Whom did Sir Roger de Coverley famously kick in a public coffee-

house for calling him a "prig"? 

A) A French spy 

B) Bully Dawson 

C) Will Honeycomb 

D) A Whig politician 

 

63. According to the essay, Sir Roger’s style of dress has not changed 

since when? 

A) The Restoration in 1660 

B) The time of his "repulse" by the widow 

C) The Great Fire of London 

D) His 21st birthday 

 

64. At what specific tavern does the Templar wash his face and clear his 

head before attending a play? 

A) The Boar's Head 

B) The Rose 

C) The Tabard 

D) The Mitre 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

65. At what time does the Templar usually cross to the theatre? 

A) Noon 

B) Three o'clock 

C) Five o'clock 

D) Eight o'clock 

 

66. What specific flaw in the military system does Captain Sentry's 

character highlight? 

A) The buying and selling of commissions 

B) The requirement of "impudence" (boldness/flattery) over actual 

merit to get promoted 

C) The poor quality of weapons provided to soldiers 

D) The lack of food on the battlefield 

 

67. What is Will Honeycomb's financial/marital status? 

A) He is a wealthy widower 

B) He is married to a young noblewoman 

C) He is an unmarried bachelor (a gallant) 

D) He is a bankrupt merchant 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

68. When the Clergyman visits the club, what specific topic does he 

introduce? 

A) The latest plays 

B) Divine topics and morality 

C) Stock market prices 

D) Military strategies 

 

69. How does the club react when the Clergyman speaks? 

A) They interrupt him constantly 

B) They listen with "a secret dictate" of respect and awe 

C) They disagree with him violently 

D) They leave to fetch more wine 

 

70. Who acts as the ultimate authority on "the passions of the stage" 

within the club? 

A) Will Honeycomb 

B) The Templar 

C) Sir Roger 

D) Richard Steele 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

71. In the political context of the 18th century, Sir Roger de Coverley 

represents which political party? 

A) The Whigs 

B) The Tories 

C) The Jacobites 

D) The Puritans 

 

72. Conversely, Sir Andrew Freeport represents the interests of which 

political faction? 

A) The Whigs 

B) The Tories 

C) The Royalists 

D) The Chartists 

 

73. The Spectator essays were highly influential in shaping the manners 

and morals of which social class? 

A) The rural peasantry 

B) The rising middle class (bourgeoisie) 

C) The high aristocracy alone 

D) The working-class factory workers 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

74. The "Inner Temple," where the Templar resides, is historically 

associated with what profession in London? 

A) The Clergy 

B) The Medical Profession 

C) The Legal Profession (Inns of Court) 

D) The Royal Navy 

 

75. What type of satire is predominantly used by Steele in "The 

Spectator Club"? 

A) Juvenalian (bitter, angry) 

B) Horatian (gentle, smiling, corrective) 

C) Menippean (chaotic, structural) 

D) Swiftian (dark, misanthropic) 

 

76. The essay reflects the Neoclassical ideal of blending "dulce et utile," 

which translates to: 

A) Truth and Beauty 

B) Sweet and Useful (Entertainment and Instruction) 

C) Light and Dark 

D) Past and Present 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

77. The Spectator Club meets in a "coffee-house." Coffee-houses in the 

18th century were known as:  

A) Penny Universities 

B) The King's Chambers 

C) Dens of Iniquity 

D) Silent Monasteries 

 

78. Which two characters form the strongest economic dichotomy (Land 

vs. Trade) in the essay? 

A) The Templar and Will Honeycomb 

B) Captain Sentry and the Clergyman 

C) Sir Roger de Coverley and Sir Andrew Freeport 

D) The Spectator and Sir Roger 

 

79. How is the transition from The Tatler to The Spectator best 

described? 

A) From serious politics to pure poetry 

B) From news-oriented gossip to refined moral and social essays 

C) From literary criticism to scientific journals 

D) From daily publication to annual publication 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

80. Though Richard Steele wrote Essay No. 2 introducing the club, 

which famous author was his primary collaborator in The Spectator? 

A) Alexander Pope 

B) Jonathan Swift 

C) Joseph Addison 

D) Daniel Defoe 

 

81. Will Honeycomb’s detailed knowledge of a "French spy" relies 

entirely on what? 

A) Intercepted letters 

B) The spy's style of ribbon and the fashion of his clothing 

C) Military documents 

D) The spy's accent 

 

82. Why is Sir Andrew Freeport's name allegorically significant? 

A) It suggests a free port, symbolizing open trade and mercantile 

expansion 

B) It means he gives away his money for free 

C) It denotes his military freedom 

D) It is an anagram for "Addison" 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

83. Captain Sentry's situation reflects the essay's critique of what 

broader societal issue? 

A) The decline of religion 

B) The failure of society to reward true, quiet merit 

C) The rise of poverty in London 

D) The dangers of maritime trade 

 

84. The Clergyman is described as having "followers" rather than just 

parishioners. What does this imply about his character? 

A) He is a cult leader 

B) His moral authority and good life naturally attract people to his 

teachings 

C) He pays people to listen to him 

D) He is a famous politician in disguise 

 

85. What is the fundamental requirement for someone to be accepted 

into the Spectator Club? 

A) They must be wealthy 

B) They must possess good sense, morality, and an even temper 

C) They must belong to the Tory party 

D) They must be unmarried 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

86. The character of Sir Roger de Coverley is often cited by critics as a 

precursor to what literary archetype? 

A) The Byronic Hero 

B) The lovable, eccentric, benevolent country squire 

C) The tragic Shakespearean king 

D) The Machiavellian villain 

 

87. How does the narrator, Mr. Spectator, view himself in relation to the 

club? 

A) As a silent observer who synthesizes their diverse viewpoints 

B) As the supreme dictator of their debates 

C) As a student who knows nothing 

D) As a rival trying to destroy their friendships 

 

88. In the context of the essay, what does the term "humours" refer to? 

A) Comedy and jokes 

B) Eccentricities, distinct personality traits, or quirks 

C) Physical bodily fluids only 

D) The weather in London 

 

89. Sir Andrew Freeport considers "diligence" to be superior to what 

aristocratic value? 

A) Piety 

B) Valor (martial bravery) 

C) Chastity 

D) Charity 

 



 

 

 

90. Which character serves to bridge the gap between secular club life 

and spiritual concerns? 

A) Sir Roger 

B) The Clergyman 

C) The Templar 

D) Captain Sentry 

 

91. What was the ultimate fate of Sir Roger de Coverley in the later 

Spectator essays? 

A) He gets married to the widow 

B) Addison kills off the character to prevent other writers from 

ruining him 

C) He goes bankrupt 

D) He moves to France 

 

92. The prose style of The Spectator (crafted by Steele and Addison) 

became the standard for: 

A) Impassioned, poetic rhetoric 

B) Clear, lucid, and polite "middle style" English prose 

C) Complex, convoluted academic writing 

D) Slang and street vernacular 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

93. Which social space was central to the distribution and discussion of 

The Spectator? 

A) The Royal Court 

B) The local churches 

C) London's coffee-houses 

D) The House of Commons 

 

94. The character of Will Honeycomb is a gentle mockery of the aging: 

A) Fop or Gallant 

B) Puritan 

C) Knight 

D) Merchant 

 

95. Steele describes Captain Sentry as "a man of good understanding." 

What hinders his success? 

A) His lack of formal education 

B) A strict adherence to military rules over social flattery 

C) A terrible temper 

D) A gambling addiction 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

96. Who authored the very first essay of The Spectator (Spectator No. 1, 

introducing the Spectator himself)? 

A) Richard Steele 

B) Joseph Addison 

C) Alexander Pope 

D) Samuel Johnson 

 

97. The Templar’s father wants him to understand the laws of the land. 

The Templar instead seeks to understand the laws of: 

A) The stage and ancient critics 

B) The church 

C) The stock market 

D) The stars (astronomy) 

 

98. The Spectator Club consists of men from different walks of life to 

ensure that the essays: 

A) Spark violent political debates 

B) Reflect a wide, well-rounded perspective of English society 

C) Confuse the readers 

D) Focus only on London's elite 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

99. How is the widow who rejected Sir Roger described? 

A) A poor, humble country girl 

B) A perverse beautiful widow 

C) An aging, wealthy duchess 

D) A cruel, ugly spinster 

 

100. By introducing the Clergyman last and noting his infrequent visits, 

what point does Steele make about religion in the club? 

A) Religion is completely irrelevant to daily life 

B) Religion is highly respected but kept separate from daily secular 

club banter 

C) The club hates religious figures 

D) The Clergyman is too busy making money 
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Unit – 2 British Literature - 1 

 



 

 

 

1. What is the poetic form of Sonnet 18? 

A) Petrarchan Sonnet 

B) Spenserian Sonnet 

C) Shakespearean Sonnet 

D) Miltonic Sonnet 

 

2. How many lines are in a traditional Shakespearean sonnet? 

A) 12 

B) 14 

C) 16 

D) 10 

 

3. What is the rhyme scheme of Sonnet 18? 

A) ABBA CDDC EFFE GG 

B) ABAB BCBC CDCD EE 

C) ABAB CDCD EFEF GG 

D) AABB CCDD EEFF GG 

 

4. What is the meter used in Sonnet 18? 

A) Trochaic tetrameter 

B) Iambic pentameter 

C) Dactylic hexameter 

D) Anapestic trimeter 

 



 

 

 

5. How many syllables are typically found in a line of iambic 

pentameter? 

A) 8 

B) 10 

C) 12 

D) 14 

 

6. Who is the presumed addressee of Sonnet 18? 

A) The Dark Lady 

B) Queen Elizabeth I 

C) The Fair Youth 

D) Anne Hathaway 

 

7. Sonnet 18 belongs to which sequence of Shakespeare’s sonnets? 

A) The Dark Lady sequence 

B) The Fair Youth sequence 

C) The Rival Poet sequence 

D) The Marriage sequence 

 

8. How many quatrains are in Sonnet 18? 

A) Two 

B) Three 

C) Four 

D) None 



 

 

 

9. What is the two-line stanza at the end of the sonnet called? 

A) Tercet 

B) Sestet 

C) Couplet 

D) Octave 

 

10. What does the "Volta" or "turn" in a sonnet represent? 

A) A change in the meter 

B) A shift in thought, tone, or argument 

C) The introduction of a new character 

D) The final rhyming word 

 

11. Where does the Volta typically occur in a Shakespearean sonnet, 

including Sonnet 18? 

A) Line 5 

B) Line 9 

C) Line 12 

D) Line 14 

 

12. When were Shakespeare’s sonnets first published? 

A) 1599 

B) 1609 

C) 1616 

D) 1623 



 

 

 

13. In the context of the poem, what does "summer" primarily 

symbolize? 

A) Extreme heat 

B) Youth, beauty, and the prime of life 

C) Agricultural harvest 

D) The end of the year 

 

14. What is the main structural purpose of the rhyming couplet in 

Sonnet 18? 

A) To introduce a new conflict 

B) To summarize the poem and provide a final resolution 

C) To ask a new question 

D) To change the subject completely 

 

15. Which of the following best describes the genre of Sonnet 18? 

A) Lyric poetry 

B) Epic poetry 

C) Narrative poetry 

D) Dramatic monologue 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

16. "Shall I compare thee to a summer's day?" What figure of speech 

does this opening line use? 

A) Metaphor 

B) Rhetorical question 

C) Personification 

D) Hyperbole 

 

17. What does the speaker immediately conclude about the comparison 

in line 1? 

A) Summer is superior to the beloved 

B) The beloved is more lovely and temperate than summer 

C) The two are exactly identical 

D) The beloved is as fleeting as summer 

 

18. What does the word "temperate" mean in line 2 ("Thou art more 

lovely and more temperate")? 

A) Hot-tempered 

B) Mild, moderate, and evenly balanced 

C) Cold and distant 

D) Short-lived 

 

19. What destructive force of nature is mentioned in line 3? 

A) Thunderstorms 

B) Blizzards 

C) Rough winds 

D) Floods 

 



 

 

 

20. What do the "rough winds" shake? 

A) The autumn leaves 

B) The darling buds of May 

C) The tall oak trees 

D) The speaker's heart 

 

21. Why are they called the "darling buds"? 

A) They are expensive 

B) They are precious and beautiful 

C) They are given as gifts 

D) They are artificial 

 

22. "And summer's lease hath all too short a date." What does 

"summer's lease" refer to? 

A) A rented house in summer 

B) The allotted duration of the summer season 

C) A legal document signed in summer 

D) The financial cost of summer 

 

23. What legal metaphor is used in line 4? 

A) A trial 

B) A lease (contract) 

C) A prison sentence 

D) A will 



 

 

 

 

24. In the first quatrain, what is the speaker's main criticism of a 

"summer's day"? 

A) It is too consistent 

B) It is flawless 

C) It is subject to extremes and is too short 

D) It is boring 

 

25. Which month is specifically named in the first quatrain? 

A) June 

B) July 

C) May 

D) August 

 

26. By mentioning "May," what period of the year is Shakespeare 

highlighting? 

A) Early spring/early summer 

B) Late autumn 

C) Mid-winter 

D) Late summer 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

27. What pronoun does the speaker use to address the beloved in line 1? 

A) You 

B) Thee 

C) Him 

D) Her 

 

28. How does the speaker view the beloved in contrast to summer? 

A) More aggressive 

B) More erratic 

C) More consistent and beautiful 

D) More fleeting 

 

29. The phrase "too short a date" emphasizes the theme of: 

A) Transience (passing of time) 

B) Eternal life 

C) Legal disputes 

D) Romantic love 

 

30. The word "art" in line 2 ("Thou art") translates to modern English 

as: 

A) Create 

B) Are 

C) Painting 

D) Have 



 

 

 

31. The comparison of summer to a lease suggests that summer is: 

A) Owned permanently 

B) Borrowed and temporary 

C) Expensive 

D) Stolen 

 

32. Which word in the first quatrain sets up a contrast with the beloved's 

gentle nature? 

A) Darling 

B) Rough 

C) Short 

D) Lease 

 

33. The first quatrain primarily serves to: 

A) Praise the sun 

B) Set up a comparison and prove it inadequate 

C) Introduce the concept of death 

D) Conclude the poem 

 

34. What is the syntactic function of "Shall I" in the opening? 

A) Command 

B) Declaration 

C) Interrogative (Questioning) 

D) Exclamation 



 

 

 

35. What is the literal meaning of "date" in line 4? 

A) A romantic outing 

B) A fruit 

C) A duration or limit of time 

D) A specific day on a calendar 

 

Part 3: The Second Quatrain - Lines 5-8 (Questions 36–50) 

36. "Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines." What is "the eye of 

heaven"? 

A) God 

B) The Moon 

C) The Sun 

D) The Stars 

 

37. What figure of speech is "the eye of heaven"? 

A) Simile 

B) Metaphor / Kenning 

C) Oxymoron 

D) Understatement 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

38. "And often is his gold complexion dimm'd." Whose complexion is 

dimmed? 

A) The beloved's 

B) The speaker's 

C) The sun's 

D) The moon's 

 

39. What causes the sun's "gold complexion" to be dimmed? 

A) Nighttime 

B) Clouds or natural overcast 

C) An eclipse 

D) Winter 

 

40. What poetic device gives the sun a "complexion" and the pronoun 

"his"? 

A) Simile 

B) Personification 

C) Alliteration 

D) Irony 

 

41. "And every fair from fair sometime declines." What does the first 

"fair" mean in this context? 

A) A carnival 

B) A beautiful person or thing 

C) Justice 

D) Light-colored hair 

 



 

 

 

42. What does the second "fair" mean in "fair from fair"? 

A) A market 

B) The state of being beautiful (beauty itself) 

C) Impartiality 

D) Weather 

 

43. What is the general rule of nature stated in line 7? 

A) Everything beautiful eventually loses its beauty 

B) Beauty only grows with age 

C) Nature is always beautiful 

D) Only humans lose their beauty 

 

44. According to line 8, how is beauty lost? 

A) Only by human intervention 

B) By chance or nature's changing course 

C) By jealousy 

D) By lack of care 

 

45. What does "untrimm'd" mean in the context of line 8? 

A) Stripped of beauty/decorations 

B) Hair cut short 

C) Neatly arranged 

D) Dressed up 

 



 

 

 

46. In the second quatrain, summer is depicted as: 

A) Flawless and eternal 

B) Inconsistent and subject to decay 

C) Dark and gloomy 

D) Gentle and temperate 

 

47. The phrase "nature's changing course" refers to: 

A) A river 

B) The predictable cycle of seasons and aging 

C) An educational class 

D) A geographic map 

 

48. The repetition of the word "fair" in line 7 is an example of: 

A) Antanaclasis / Polyptoton (wordplay using different senses of a 

word) 

B) Oxymoron 

C) Onomatopoeia 

D) Enjambment 

 

49. The word "declines" in line 7 implies: 

A) A refusal 

B) A grammatical conjugation 

C) A gradual fading or loss 

D) A sudden drop 



 

 

 

50. How does the second quatrain expand upon the first? 

A) It introduces a new lover 

B) It moves from the wind to the sun, further proving nature's 

imperfections 

C) It concludes the poem 

D) It changes the meter to trochaic 

 

51. Which word begins the Volta (shift) in line 9? 

A) Nor 

B) When 

C) But 

D) And 

 

52. "But thy eternal summer shall not fade." What does "eternal 

summer" represent here? 

A) Endless hot weather 

B) The beloved's everlasting beauty and youth 

C) Global warming 

D) A perpetual holiday 

 

53. "Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow'st." What does "ow'st" 

mean in early modern English? 

A) Owe a debt 

B) Ownest (own/possess) 

C) Ought to 

D) Outcast 

 



 

 

 

54. What dark figure is personified in line 11? 

A) Time 

B) Winter 

C) Death 

D) The Devil 

 

55. What action is Death forbidden from doing in line 11? 

A) Sleeping 

B) Bragging 

C) Crying 

D) Stealing 

 

56. "Nor shall Death brag thou wander'st in his shade." What does "his 

shade" refer to? 

A) A tree's shadow 

B) The afterlife / the valley of the shadow of death 

C) A pair of sunglasses 

D) A ghost 

 

57. How does the beloved escape Death's shade? 

A) By drinking an elixir 

B) By growing in "eternal lines" 

C) By hiding 

D) By outrunning it 



 

 

 

58. What do the "eternal lines" in line 12 refer to? 

A) Wrinkles on a face 

B) The lines of the poem itself 

C) A family lineage 

D) Railway tracks 

 

59. What does the speaker mean by "to time thou grow'st"? 

A) You get older and weaker 

B) You become part of eternity through this poem 

C) You grow taller over time 

D) You plant a garden 

 

60. The shift from "summer" to "thy eternal summer" marks a transition 

from: 

A) Reality to fantasy 

B) Mortal nature to immortal art 

C) Happiness to sadness 

D) Youth to old age 

 

61. Death bragging is an example of which literary device? 

A) Personification 

B) Simile 

C) Litotes 

D) Metonymy 



 

 

 

62. In the third quatrain, the speaker defeats time and death through: 

A) Magic 

B) Religion 

C) Poetry 

D) Medicine 

 

63. The phrase "shall not fade" is a direct contrast to which earlier 

word? 

A) Shines 

B) Declines 

C) Tempered 

D) Darling 

 

64. What power does the poet attribute to his own writing in the third 

quatrain? 

A) The power to bring physical immortality 

B) The power to preserve beauty conceptually forever 

C) The power to change the weather 

D) The power to become rich 

 

65. Which of the following is an active verb used to describe the poem's 

effect on the beloved? 

A) Fade 

B) Lose 

C) Grow'st 

D) Wander'st 

 



 

 

 

66. What is the tone of the third quatrain compared to the second? 

A) More doubtful 

B) More melancholic 

C) More triumphant and confident 

D) More angry 

 

67. The word "possession" in line 10 contrasts with which word from 

the first quatrain? 

A) Lease 

B) Rough 

C) Short 

D) Shake 

 

68. Why is "Death" usually capitalized in line 11? 

A) It is the first word of the sentence 

B) To emphasize it as a personified entity 

C) It is a geographical location 

D) It is a typo 

 

69. What does the shadow (shade) metaphorically represent? 

A) Coolness in summer 

B) Obscurity and death 

C) A painting technique 

D) Ignorance 



 

 

 

70. The rhyme between "fade" and "shade" links which two concepts? 

A) Light and color 

B) The loss of beauty and the arrival of death 

C) Summer and winter 

D) Youth and childhood 

 

71. "So long as men can breathe or eyes can see," implies what 

timeframe? 

A) For a few years 

B) Until the end of human existence 

C) Until the speaker dies 

D) Until the beloved dies 

 

72. What is the subject of the word "this" in the final line ("So long lives 

this...")? 

A) The summer season 

B) The beloved's face 

C) The sonnet itself 

D) The speaker's breath 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

73. What does "this gives life to thee" mean? 

A) The poem provides physical respiration to the beloved 

B) Reading the poem keeps the memory and beauty of the beloved 

alive 

C) The poem cures sickness 

D) The poem makes the beloved wealthy 

 

74. The rhyming couplet "see" and "thee" serves to: 

A) Leave the poem unresolved 

B) Create a jarring sound 

C) Bring a sense of finality and resolution 

D) Introduce a tragic ending 

 

75. What is the logical structure of the couplet? 

A) If/Then statement (Condition and Result) 

B) A paradox 

C) A question and answer 

D) A list of grievances 

 

76. Which literary device is used in the repetition of "So long as... So 

long..."? 

A) Anaphora 

B) Epistrophe 

C) Chiasmus 

D) Synecdoche

 



 

 

 

77. The mention of "men can breathe" and "eyes can see" highlights the 

necessity of what for the poem to survive? 

A) Publishers 

B) Human readers 

C) Musical instruments 

D) Libraries 

 

78. In the final couplet, immortality is achieved not through biology, but 

through: 

A) Offspring 

B) Art / Literature 

C) Sculpture 

D) Magic 

 

79. The tone of the final couplet is: 

A) Apologetic 

B) Assertive and prophetic 

C) Hesitant 

D) Sarcastic 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

80. What parallel is drawn between the first line and the last line of the 

poem? 

A) Both mention summer 

B) The poem moves from questioning an inadequate comparison to 

cementing an immortal truth 

C) Both are questions 

D) Both mention death 

 

81. "Breathe" and "see" represent which human faculties? 

A) Life and perception 

B) Speech and blindness 

C) Anger and joy 

D) Thought and action 

 

82. The word "thee" in the last line refers to whom? 

A) The reader 

B) The Fair Youth (the beloved) 

C) The sun 

D) Time 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

83. How does the couplet resolve the problem introduced in the first two 

quatrains (the fading of summer's beauty)? 

A) By accepting that all things die 

B) By claiming the beloved is a vampire 

C) By declaring that poetry makes beauty immortal 

D) By changing the subject to winter 

 

84. The phrase "gives life" is a metaphor for: 

A) Biological reproduction 

B) Medical resuscitation 

C) Eternal remembrance and legacy 

D) Plant growth 

 

85. What is the ultimate message of the concluding couplet? 

A) Nature is more powerful than art 

B) Art outlasts human life and preserves beauty 

C) Love is an illusion 

D) Summer is the best season 

 

86. Which of the following is NOT a central theme of Sonnet 18? 

A) The immortalizing power of art 

B) The transience of nature 

C) The political turmoil of Elizabethan England 

D) Idealized love and beauty 



 

 

 

87. Sonnet 18 is often considered the defining poem of which literary 

motif? 

A) Carpe Diem (Seize the day) 

B) Ars longa, vita brevis (Art is long, life is short) 

C) Ubi sunt (Where are those who were before us?) 

D) Memento mori (Remember you must die) 

 

88. Compared to other Renaissance poets who praised their lovers with 

exaggerated nature metaphors, Shakespeare's approach in Sonnet 18 is: 

A) To completely avoid nature imagery 

B) To show that his lover is better than the flaws of nature 

C) To say nature is far superior to his lover 

D) To use purely religious imagery 

 

89. The tension in the poem is primarily between: 

A) The speaker and the beloved 

B) Time/Decay and Eternal Beauty 

C) Winter and Summer 

D) God and Man 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

90. How does Shakespeare utilize the concept of "time" in this sonnet? 

A) As a friendly companion 

B) As an unstoppable destroyer of physical beauty 

C) As an illusion 

D) As a healer 

 

91. What is the relationship between the speaker and the beloved based 

on the text? 

A) Deep admiration and a desire to immortalize them 

B) Bitter jealousy 

C) Unrequited romantic despair 

D) Platonic indifference 

 

92. In typical Elizabethan sonnets, the beloved is often described with 

"blazons" (lists of physical features). How does Sonnet 18 differ? 

A) It lists every physical feature in detail 

B) It focuses on the beloved's abstract "fairness" rather than 

specific physical traits 

C) It describes the beloved's clothing 

D) It focuses on the beloved's voice 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

93. The poem’s progression moves from: 

A) Abstract to concrete 

B) The mortal/transient to the immortal/eternal 

C) Joy to sorrow 

D) Day to night 

 

94. Which line is the most famous and frequently quoted from this 

sonnet? 

A) "And summer's lease hath all too short a date." 

B) "Shall I compare thee to a summer's day?" 

C) "Nor shall death brag thou wander'st in his shade," 

D) "And every fair from fair sometime declines," 

 

95. The overarching mood of the poem shifts from: 

A) Critical observation of nature to triumphant confidence in art 

B) Deep depression to sudden joy 

C) Anger to acceptance 

D) Confusion to despair 

 

96. What is the paradox presented in the final couplet? 

A) The sun shines even when it is dark 

B) The beloved will physically die, yet live forever in the poem 

C) Summer is both hot and cold 

D) Death is alive 



 

 

 

97. In Shakespearean sonnets, what is the typical rhyme scheme of the 

final two lines? 

A) AB 

B) AA 

C) GG 

D) EE 

 

98. The imagery of "gold complexion dimm'd" relies on our visual 

understanding of: 

A) A person blushing 

B) A coin losing its shine 

C) The sun being covered by clouds 

D) Autumn leaves falling 

 

99. Why is the beloved's beauty considered "eternal" while summer's is 

not? 

A) The beloved is a god 

B) The beloved's beauty is captured in unchanging poetry 

C) Summer only lasts three months 

D) The beloved uses cosmetics 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

100. Ultimately, Sonnet 18 is as much a poem about __________ as it is 

about love. 

A) The power of poetry 

B) Agricultural cycles 

C) Legal leases 

D) The inevitability of winter 
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Unit – 2 British Literature - 1 

 

 

1. Who is the speaker in the lines 795-833 of Book IX? 

A) Adam 

B) Satan 

C) Eve 

D) The Narrator 

 



 

 

 

2. To whom or what is the speaker talking in the opening of this passage 

("O Sovran, virtuous, precious of all Trees")? 

A) God 

B) Adam 

C) The Tree of Knowledge 

D) The Serpent 

 

3. What does Eve call the tree in line 795? 

A) Dark and mysterious 

B) Sovran, virtuous, precious 

C) Evil but beautiful 

D) The root of all woe 

 

4. How does Eve describe the tree's operation or function in line 796? 

A) Blest to sapience 

B) Cursed to humanity 

C) Hidden from angels 

D) Sweeter than nectar 

 

5. What does the word "sapience" mean in the context of line 797? 

A) Flavor 

B) Wisdom or knowledge 

C) Immortality 

D) Obedience 



 

 

 

 

6. According to Eve, the tree's power to grant wisdom was "hitherto..." 

(Line 797)? 

A) Celebrated and known 

B) Obscured and infamed 

C) Guarded by angels 

D) Reserved for Adam 

 

7. Eve states that the tree's "fair Fruit" was left to hang as if it were 

created for what purpose? (Line 798-799) 

A) To test humanity 

B) To feed the beasts 

C) To no end 

D) To tempt the angels 

 

8. What does Eve promise to give the tree "each Morning"? (Line 800) 

A) Water from the spring 

B) Song and due praise 

C) A sacrifice of flowers 

D) Tears of joy 

 

9. Eve promises to "tend" the tree to ease the "fertile burden" of its 

what? (Line 801) 

A) Deep roots 

B) Golden leaves 

C) Full branches 

D) Heavy trunk 



 

 

 

10. Eve states that the branches of the tree are offered... (Line 802)? 

A) Only to the wise 

B) Free to all 

C) At a great price 

D) Secretly to her 

 

11. Eve claims she will "grow mature in knowledge" until she is like 

whom? (Line 804) 

A) Adam 

B) The angels 

C) The Gods who all things know 

D) The Serpent 

 

12. In line 805, Eve says, "Though others envy what they cannot..." 

what? 

A) See 

B) Understand 

C) Give 

D) Take 

 

13. To whom is Eve most likely referring when she mentions "others" 

who might "envy" the gift in line 805? 

A) Adam and the animals 

B) The angels or God 

C) The demons in Hell 

D) Future generations 



 

 

 

14. What abstract concept does Eve personify and call her "Best guide" 

in line 808? 

A) Reason 

B) Temptation 

C) Experience 

D) Faith 

 

15. According to Eve, what would have been her fate if she had not 

followed "Experience"? (Line 808-809) 

A) She would have died 

B) She would have remained in ignorance 

C) She would have lost Adam 

D) She would have been banished 

 

16. Eve claims that Experience opens the way to what? (Line 809) 

A) Heaven's gate 

B) Wisdom's way 

C) Earthly power 

D) Eternal life 

 

17. Eve says that Experience gives access to Wisdom, even though 

Wisdom does what? (Line 810) 

A) Shines brightly 

B) Demands a sacrifice 

C) Secret she retire 

D) Mocks the foolish 

 



 

 

 

18. By addressing the Tree and promising it daily praise, Eve is 

committing the sin of: 

A) Gluttony 

B) Idolatry 

C) Sloth 

D) Wrath 

 

19. When Eve says she is "dieted by thee" (Line 803), "dieted" implies: 

A) Starving 

B) Being nourished or fed 

C) Being poisoned 

D) Being restricted 

 

20. Eve’s belief that the fruit has instantly made her wise is an example 

of: 

A) Divine revelation 

B) Dramatic irony and delusion 

C) Prophetic vision 

D) Logical deduction 

 

21. In line 811, Eve hopes that she, like Wisdom, is what? 

A) Divine 

B) Powerful 

C) Secret 

D) Immortal 

 



 

 

 

22. How does Eve characterize Heaven in lines 811-812? 

A) Close and watchful 

B) High and remote 

C) Bright and welcoming 

D) Dark and punishing 

 

23. Because Heaven is "remote," what does Eve hope God cannot do? 

(Line 812-813) 

A) Hear her songs 

B) See from thence distinct each thing on Earth 

C) Forgive her sin 

D) Send Raphael back 

 

24. What does Eve speculate might have distracted God from watching 

her? (Line 813-814) 

A) A war in Heaven 

B) The creation of a new world 

C) Other care 

D) The songs of angels 

 

25. What disrespectful title does Eve use to refer to God in line 815? 

A) The Almighty Creator 

B) Our great Forbidder 

C) The Heavenly King 

D) The Distant Judge 

 



 

 

 

26. Who does Eve imagine surrounds "Our great Forbidder"? (Line 815-

816) 

A) His Cherubim 

B) His Spies 

C) His Saints 

D) His Prophets 

 

27. Eve referring to God's angels as "Spies" indicates a shift in her 

perspective from reverence to: 

A) Deep devotion 

B) Paranoia and hostility 

C) Confusion and sorrow 

D) Pity and remorse 

 

28. What theological error does Eve make in lines 811-815? 

A) She denies God's existence entirely. 

B) She doubts God's omniscience and omnipresence. 

C) She believes God is Satan. 

D) She thinks God is dead. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

29. The phrase "continual watch" (Line 814) refers to: 

A) God's constant surveillance of Eden 

B) Adam's duty to guard the garden 

C) The angels guarding the gates 

D) The passage of time in Paradise 

 

30. Eve's belief that she might be "secret" from God shows the 

immediate corrupting effect of the fruit on her: 

A) Physical strength 

B) Reason and intellect 

C) Ability to speak 

D) Love for the animals 

 

31. After considering God, who does Eve immediately think of next? 

(Line 816) 

A) The Serpent 

B) Michael 

C) Adam 

D) Herself 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

32. What is the first question Eve asks herself regarding Adam? (Line 

816-817) 

A) Shall I hide from him? 

B) In what sort shall I appear? 

C) Will he forgive me? 

D) Does he still love me? 

 

33. What is Eve debating whether to make known to Adam? (Line 817-

818) 

A) The location of the serpent 

B) Her change 

C) God's anger 

D) The taste of the fruit 

 

34. Eve considers letting Adam partake in "Full happiness" with her, or 

doing what instead? (Line 819-820) 

A) Banishing him 

B) Keeping the odds of Knowledge in her power 

C) Feeding him a different fruit 

D) Leaving Eden alone 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

35. What does the term "odds" mean in the phrase "odds of Knowledge" 

(Line 820)? 

A) The strangeness 

B) The disadvantage 

C) The advantage or superiority 

D) The gamble 

 

36. Eve considers keeping the knowledge "Without Copartner." Who is 

the copartner she is referring to? 

A) God 

B) Satan 

C) Adam 

D) The Tree 

 

37. Why does Eve initially want to keep the knowledge to herself? (Line 

821-822) 

A) To protect Adam from sin 

B) To add what wants in Female Sex 

C) Because the fruit is almost gone 

D) Because she hates Adam 

 

38. Eve believes that having superior knowledge will help her do what 

to Adam? (Line 822) 

A) Frighten him 

B) Rule him completely 



 

 

 

C) The more to draw his Love 

D) Make him leave her 

39. In lines 823-825, Eve hopes the knowledge will render her "more 

equal" and perhaps sometimes what? 

A) Divine 

B) Superior 

C) Invisible 

D) Immortal 

 

40. What rhetorical question does Eve ask to justify her desire for 

superiority? (Line 825) 

A) Who can judge me now? 

B) For inferior who is free? 

C) Is knowledge not a blessing? 

D) Why should man rule? 

 

41. What thought interrupts Eve's fantasy of being superior to Adam? 

(Line 826) 

A) The serpent's return 

B) But what if God have seen 

C) The sound of thunder 

D) Adam calling her name 

 

 

 



 

 

 

42. If God has seen her, what does Eve fear will "ensue"? (Line 827) 

A) Banishment 

B) Pain 

C) Death 

D) Blindness 

 

43. If she dies ("shall be no more"), what is Eve's greatest fear regarding 

Adam? (Line 828) 

A) He will mourn her forever 

B) He will be cast out of Eden 

C) Adam wedded to another Eve 

D) He will become a god 

 

44. How does Eve describe the scenario where Adam lives and enjoys 

life with another woman while she is extinct? (Line 830) 

A) A just punishment 

B) A death to think 

C) A sorrowful dream 

D) A necessary sacrifice 

 

45. Driven by jealousy and fear, what is Eve's final, "confirmed" 

resolution? (Line 830-831) 

A) To run away and hide 

B) To beg God for mercy 

C) Adam shall share with me in bliss or woe 

D) To destroy the Tree of Knowledge 

 



 

 

 

46. Eve justifies her decision to share the fruit with Adam by claiming 

she does what? (Line 832) 

A) Respects his authority 

B) So dear I love him 

C) Needs his guidance 

D) Wants him to be wise 

 

47. Eve claims she loves Adam so much that she could endure what 

with him? (Line 832-833) 

A) All punishments 

B) All deaths 

C) All sorrow 

D) The wrath of God 

 

48. What does Eve claim she cannot do without Adam? (Line 833) 

A) Find her way back 

B) Live no life 

C) Understand the cosmos 

D) Face the Creator 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

49. Eve’s decision to share the fruit is fundamentally driven by: 

A) A desire to elevate Adam's intellect 

B) Selfish jealousy and fear of replacement 

C) A direct command from the serpent 

D) A misunderstanding of the fruit's power 

 

50. The paradox of Eve's logic in her final lines is that she claims to 

love Adam, yet she: 

A) Decides to ensure his death and downfall 

B) Refuses to speak to him 

C) Plans to leave him 

D) Hides the fruit from him 

 

51. When Eve says the tree was "hitherto obscured, infamed" (Line 

797), "infamed" means: 

A) Made famous 

B) Defamed or kept unknown/uncelebrated 

C) Set on fire 

D) Planted deeply 

 

52. "O Sovran, virtuous, precious of all Trees" is an example of which 

literary device? 

A) Simile 

B) Apostrophe 

C) Oxymoron 

D) Understatement 

 



 

 

 

53. The phrase "fertile burden" (Line 801) referring to the fruit on the 

branches is an example of: 

A) Paradox 

B) Onomatopoeia 

C) Alliteration 

D) Metaphor 

 

54. Eve refers to God as "Our great Forbidder." This epithet highlights: 

A) God's loving nature 

B) God's role as a restrictive, tyrannical force in her corrupted 

mind 

C) God's creative power 

D) God's invisibility 

 

55. In the phrase "keep the odds of Knowledge in my power" (Line 

820), the word "power" reflects Eve's new obsession with: 

A) Physical strength 

B) Control and hierarchy 

C) Magic 

D) Gardening 

 

56. "For inferior who is free?" (Line 825) is an example of a: 

A) Soliloquy 

B) Rhetorical Question 

C) Hyperbole 

D) Euphemism 

 



 

 

 

57. When Eve uses the word "extinct" (Line 829) ("I extinct"), she is 

referring to: 

A) The animals dying 

B) Her own absolute annihilation/death 

C) The fire going out 

D) Leaving the garden 

 

58. The tone of Eve's soliloquy shifts rapidly from: 

A) Sorrow to joy 

B) Exultant idolatry to paranoid jealousy 

C) Anger to peaceful acceptance 

D) Fear to deep religious devotion 

 

59. Milton uses enjambment frequently in these lines (e.g., "to see from 

thence distinct / Each thing on Earth"). What effect does this have on 

the passage? 

A) It makes the poem rhyme. 

B) It reflects Eve's racing, continuous, and increasingly chaotic 

thoughts. 

C) It slows down the reading pace significantly. 

D) It creates a comical tone. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

60. The lines 795-833 are delivered as a: 

A) Dialogue with Adam 

B) Prayer to God 

C) Soliloquy/Internal monologue 

D) Public speech to the animals 

 

61. A central theme demonstrated in lines 795-800 is the perversion of: 

A) Romantic love 

B) Worship (turning from the Creator to the creation) 

C) Scientific inquiry 

D) Angelic hierarchy 

 

62. Eve’s praise of "Experience" as her "Best guide" (Line 808) 

contrasts sharply with the pre-Fall reliance on: 

A) Instinct 

B) Reason and obedience to God 

C) Magic 

D) Dreams 

 

63. Eve’s assertion "inferior who is free?" echoes the earlier sentiments 

of which character in Paradise Lost? 

A) Raphael 

B) Gabriel 

C) Satan 

D) The Son 

 



 

 

 

64. The idea that knowledge brings power and equality (Lines 820-825) 

represents Eve falling victim to: 

A) The Divine Right of Kings 

B) Satan’s original lie and temptation 

C) Adam's teachings 

D) Michael's prophecies 

 

65. Eve's fear of "another Eve" (Line 828) introduces which negative 

human emotion into the world for the first time? 

A) Gluttony 

B) Sloth 

C) Sexual Jealousy 

D) Righteous indignation 

 

66. By deciding Adam must die with her ("Adam shall share with 

me..."), Eve's "love" has become: 

A) Selfless and pure 

B) Possessive and destructive 

C) Indifferent 

D) Maternal 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

67. In her fallen state, Eve measures freedom not by obedience to God, 

but by: 

A) Her ability to fly 

B) Her dominance or equality over Adam 

C) Her wealth 

D) Her physical beauty 

 

68. The lines "Heaven is high, / High and remote..." suggest that sin 

immediately causes a sense of: 

A) Closeness to the divine 

B) Separation and alienation from God 

C) Physical weightlessness 

D) Universal harmony 

 

69. Eve’s reasoning process in this passage is best described as: 

A) Flawless logic 

B) Divinely inspired 

C) Rationalization and self-deception 

D) Purely mathematical 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

70. Ultimately, Eve shares the fruit with Adam not out of generosity, but 

out of: 

A) A desire to see him suffer 

B) Fear of being replaced and left alone 

C) A misunderstanding of God's law 

D) A command from God 

 

71. Immediately prior to this speech (before line 795), what physical 

action did Eve take? 

A) She found Adam. 

B) She greedily ate the forbidden fruit. 

C) She kissed the serpent. 

D) She prayed to God. 

 

72. According to the narrator, what did Earth do when Eve ate the fruit? 

A) Rejoiced 

B) Felt the wound and sighed 

C) Stopped spinning 

D) Swallowed the serpent 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

73. During this soliloquy, what is Eve’s physical state regarding the 

fruit? 

A) She has thrown it away. 

B) She is intoxicated/drunk on its nectar. 

C) She is starving. 

D) She refuses to look at it. 

 

74. When Eve says she will "add what wants / In Female Sex," she 

implies that pre-Fall, she felt: 

A) Superior to Adam 

B) Completely equal in all ways 

C) A sense of lacking or natural inequality 

D) Like an angel 

 

75. Who originally planted the idea in Eve's mind that God might be 

"envious" (Line 805)? 

A) Adam 

B) Raphael 

C) The Serpent (Satan) 

D) Uriel 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

76. After making her resolution in line 833, what does Eve do next in 

Book IX? 

A) She goes to sleep. 

B) She bows to the tree and goes to find Adam. 

C) She attacks the serpent. 

D) She hides in the bushes. 

 

77. What is Adam doing while Eve is delivering this soliloquy? 

A) Sleeping 

B) Weaving a garland of flowers for her 

C) Talking to Raphael 

D) Searching for the serpent 

 

78. Eve’s logic that God is too "remote" to see her contradicts which 

orthodox Christian doctrine that Milton upheld? 

A) Predestination 

B) Omniscience 

C) The Trinity 

D) Original Sin 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

79. Eve's decision to act "Without Copartner" (Line 821) reflects the 

severing of: 

A) The bond between humans and animals 

B) The marital unity of Adam and Eve 

C) The connection between Heaven and Hell 

D) The laws of physics 

 

80. Which word best encapsulates Eve's motivation for her actions in 

lines 826-833? 

A) Altruism 

B) Hubris 

C) Insecurity 

D) Piety 

 

81. "O Sovran, virtuous, precious of all Trees" — In this line, Eve 

replaces the traditional morning hymn to God with a hymn to the Tree. 

This is a structural parody of: 

A) The creation of the world 

B) The daily worship Adam and Eve previously offered God 

C) Satan's rebellion 

D) The angelic choirs 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

82. The phrase "operation blest / To sapience" indicates that Eve views 

the tree not as a physical plant, but as an object of: 

A) Decoration 

B) Scientific study 

C) Magical or sacramental power 

D) Economic value 

 

83. In her soliloquy, Eve refers to God's angels as "Spies" (Line 815). 

Earlier in the epic, who else referred to God's angels in this derogatory 

manner? 

A) Adam 

B) Satan 

C) Beelzebub 

D) Moloch 

 

84. Eve's argument "Inferior who is free?" rests on the false premise 

that: 

A) God does not exist. 

B) True freedom requires absolute autonomy and lack of hierarchy. 

C) Adam is secretly a god. 

D) The garden is a prison. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

85. "A death to think." (Line 830). What specifically is a "death to 

think" for Eve? 

A) Her own mortality 

B) Adam surviving and marrying another woman 

C) God's punishment of the serpent 

D) Leaving the Garden of Eden 

 

86. Eve’s sudden awareness of "Experience" as a guide marks the 

transition from innocence to: 

A) Divine grace 

B) Empirical, fallen human reasoning 

C) Angelic vision 

D) Prophetic foresight 

 

87. In this passage, Milton demonstrates the psychological mechanics of 

the Fall by showing that sin begins first in the: 

A) Physical body 

B) Mind and will (through rationalization) 

C) Environment 

D) Subconscious dreams 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

88. "Adam shall share with me in bliss or woe:" (Line 831). This line 

dramatically foreshadows: 

A) Adam's refusal to eat the fruit 

B) Adam's eventual choice to fall out of love for Eve 

C) Their immediate ascension to Heaven 

D) Their separation 

 

89. When Eve says she might keep the "odds of Knowledge" to herself, 

she is essentially considering: 

A) Writing a book 

B) Hoarding the remaining fruit 

C) Establishing a matriarchy over Adam 

D) Leaving Eden by herself 

 

90. Eve's logic in lines 795-833 proves that the fruit has NOT given her 

true wisdom, but rather: 

A) Perfect clarity 

B) A heightened sense of hearing 

C) Cunning, delusion, and moral blindness 

D) The ability to read minds 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

91. Which of the following is NOT a rationalization Eve uses in this 

passage? 

A) God might be too busy to notice her. 

B) The fruit has made her like a god. 

C) The serpent forced her to eat it against her will. 

D) She needs to share it with Adam so he won't marry someone else. 

 

92. Milton’s portrayal of Eve in these lines has been analyzed by 

modern critics primarily through the lens of: 

A) Marxist economics 

B) Gender dynamics and proto-feminist/misogynist debates 

C) Post-colonial theory 

D) Ecocriticism 

 

93. The concept of "sapience" (Wisdom) in line 797 is ironically 

contrasted with Eve's actual state of: 

A) Deep sleep 

B) Folly and error 

C) Divine ascension 

D) Physical perfection 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

94. "So dear I love him, that with him all deaths / I could endure..." 

(Lines 832-833). This expresses a sentiment that is: 

A) Purely theological 

B) Heroic but morally corrupt/fallen romanticism 

C) Platonically detached 

D) Dictated by God 

 

95. In the context of 17th-century theology, Eve's assumption that God's 

sight might not be "distinct" (Line 812) is a heresy against the doctrine 

of: 

A) The Incarnation 

B) Divine Providence and Omniscience 

C) The Resurrection 

D) Baptism 

 

96. Eve's desire to "ease / Of thy full branches offered free to all" (Lines 

801-802) suggests she views the forbidden fruit as: 

A) A dangerous poison 

B) An abundant commodity that is unfairly restricted 

C) A rare jewel 

D) A heavy burden on her soul 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

97. What is the emotional core of Eve's resolution in the final lines 

(830-833)? 

A) Joyful liberation 

B) Cold, calculating logic 

C) Desperate, clinging attachment and fear of abandonment 

D) Peaceful submission to God's will 

 

98. The structure of Eve’s argument—praising the object, doubting 

God, desiring power, fearing consequences, and making a selfish 

resolution—mirrors the psychological descent of: 

A) The Son of God 

B) Satan 

C) The Archangel Michael 

D) The Narrator 

 

99. What does the word "wants" mean in the phrase "to add what wants 

/ In Female Sex" (Lines 821-822)? 

A) Desires 

B) Lacks or is deficient 

C) Demands 

D) Speaks 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

100. By the end of this specific passage (Line 833), Eve has fully 

transformed from an innocent companion into a: 

A) Divine prophet 

B) Repentant sinner 

C) Fallen temptress who will now tempt Adam 

D) Silent observer 
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Unit – 2 British Literature - 1 

 



 

 

 

1. What is the opening line of William Blake's poem "The Lamb"? 

A) Little Lamb, God bless thee! 

B) Little Lamb, who made thee? 

C) Little Lamb, dost thou know? 

D) Little Lamb, I'll tell thee. 

 

2. How many stanzas does "The Lamb" consist of? 

A) One 

B) Two 

C) Three 

D) Four 

 

3. What is the primary literary device used in the line "Little Lamb, who 

made thee?" 

A) Simile 

B) Metaphor 

C) Apostrophe 

D) Oxymoron 

 

4. According to the first stanza, what did the creator give the lamb? 

A) Life and bid it feed 

B) Wool and a loud voice 

C) A meadow to sleep in 

D) Water from the stream 



 

 

 

5. Where does the lamb feed, according to the poem? 

A) By the stream & o'er the mead 

B) In the forest of the night 

C) Upon the high mountains 

D) In the valleys deep 

 

6. What kind of clothing does the lamb possess, as described in the 

poem? 

A) Clothing of light 

B) Clothing of delight 

C) Clothing of white 

D) Clothing of bright 

 

7. How is the lamb's clothing further described in terms of texture? 

A) Softest clothing, wooly, bright 

B) Softest clothing, warm and light 

C) Toughest clothing, thick and white 

D) Brightest clothing, shining light 

 

8. What effect does the lamb's voice have on its surroundings? 

A) It makes all the vales weep 

B) It makes all the vales rejoice 

C) It makes the mountains echo 

D) It brings silence to the hills 



 

 

 

9. What is the prominent meter used in "The Lamb"? 

A) Iambic pentameter 

B) Trochaic tetrameter 

C) Anapestic trimeter 

D) Dactylic hexameter 

 

10. What is the rhyme scheme of the first stanza of "The Lamb"? 

A) ABABCDCD 

B) AABBCCDDEE 

C) AABBCCDD AA 

D) ABCB DEFE 

 

11. Which word is repeated most frequently in the first stanza to 

emphasize the inquiry? 

A) Little 

B) Made 

C) Thee 

D) Lamb 

 

12. In the second stanza, how does the speaker answer the question 

posed in the first stanza? 

A) By naming nature as the 

creator 

B) By stating "I'll tell thee" 

C) By pointing to the sky 

D) By remaining silent 

 



 

 

 

13. "He is called by thy name" – Who does "He" refer to? 

A) The speaker 

B) The Creator / Jesus Christ 

C) William Blake 

D) The shepherd 

 

14. Complete the line: "For he calls himself a _______." 

A) Shepherd 

B) Child 

C) Lamb 

D) Creator 

 

15. How does the speaker describe the Creator's nature in the second 

stanza? 

A) He is mighty and strong 

B) He is meek & he is mild 

C) He is distant and cold 

D) He is bright and fierce 

 

16. What form did the Creator take, according to the speaker? 

A) He became a little child 

B) He became a wise old man 

C) He became a spirit 

D) He became a tyger 



 

 

 

17. "I a child & thou a lamb" – What connects the child and the lamb 

here? 

A) Both are lost in the woods 

B) Both are playful 

C) Both share the name of the Creator 

D) Both are afraid of the dark 

 

18. What is the closing couplet of the poem? 

A) Little Lamb, God bless thee. / Little Lamb, God bless thee. 

B) Little Lamb, who made thee? / Dost thou know who made thee? 

C) He became a little child. / I a child & thou a lamb. 

D) Little Lamb, sleep well. / Little Lamb, all is well. 

 

19. Which rhetorical device is prominently used when the child asks 

questions in the first stanza? 

A) Rhetorical question (Erotesis) 

B) Litotes 

C) Zeugma 

D) Synecdoche 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

20. The poem’s structure is best described as a: 

A) Sonnet 

B) Question and Answer (Catechism) 

C) Blank verse narrative 

D) Dramatic monologue 

 

21. What tone is established through the use of words like "softest," 

"wooly," and "tender"? 

A) Melancholic 

B) Aggressive 

C) Gentle and Pastoral 

D) Satirical 

 

22. The repetition of "Little Lamb" throughout the poem serves to: 

A) Show the child's limited vocabulary 

B) Create a nursery-rhyme, incantatory rhythm 

C) Annoy the reader 

D) Emphasize the animal's size only 

 

23. Which phrase from the poem indicates the sensory detail of sound? 

A) Softest clothing 

B) Making all the vales rejoice 

C) By the stream 

D) O'er the mead 



 

 

 

24. The rhyming of "rejoice" and "voice" is an example of: 

A) Slant rhyme 

B) Perfect rhyme 

C) Eye rhyme 

D) Internal rhyme 

 

25. In the context of the poem, "mead" refers to: 

A) An alcoholic beverage 

B) A meadow or pasture 

C) A type of animal 

D) A mountain peak 

 

26. What is the central overarching theme of "The Lamb"? 

A) The cruelty of the natural food chain 

B) Divine innocence and creation 

C) The industrial revolution 

D) The corruption of society 

 

27. "The Lamb" is often read as a poetic version of a religious: 

A) Sermon 

B) Catechism 

C) Excommunication 

D) Confession 

 



 

 

 

28. Which Christian concept is most directly explored in "The Lamb"? 

A) Original Sin 

B) The Apocalypse 

C) The Incarnation (God becoming flesh/child) 

D) The Holy Trinity 

 

29. In Blake's philosophical framework, the "Lamb" represents the state 

of: 

A) Experience 

B) Organized Innocence 

C) Unorganized Innocence 

D) Generation 

 

30. How does Blake view the relationship between God, humanity, and 

nature in this poem? 

A) They are completely separate and alienated 

B) Nature is evil, God is good 

C) They are unified through innocence and divine love 

D) Humanity is dominant over nature and God 

 

31. The poem suggests that true understanding of God comes through: 

A) Strict adherence to church laws 

B) Academic study 

C) Childlike innocence and purity 



 

 

 

D) Suffering and experience 

32. The pastoral setting of the poem (stream, mead, vales) symbolizes: 

A) A place of hidden danger 

B) The Garden of Eden / Paradise before the fall 

C) The bleakness of rural poverty 

D) Urbanization 

 

33. Unlike many orthodox Christian views of Blake's time, the God 

depicted in "The Lamb" is: 

A) Punishing and wrathful 

B) Distant and unknowable 

C) Accessible, gentle, and present in all things 

D) Judgmental and strict 

 

34. The unity of the speaker, the subject, and the Creator is established 

through: 

A) Shared geographical location 

B) Shared language 

C) A shared name and nature (innocence) 

D) A shared fear of predators 

 

35. Which concept does the poem lack, which is heavily present in 

Songs of Experience? 

A) Joy 

B) Ambiguity and dread 

C) Religion 

D) Nature 



 

 

 

36. The phrase "He is meek & he is mild" alludes to which biblical 

figure? 

A) Moses 

B) King David 

C) Jesus Christ 

D) John the Baptist 

 

37. The celebration of childhood in the poem aligns Blake with which 

literary movement? 

A) Neoclassicism 

B) Romanticism 

C) Modernism 

D) Realism 

 

38. The poem implies that creation is an act of: 

A) Violence 

B) Necessity 

C) Benevolence and love 

D) Indifference 

 

39. What does the lamb's "clothing of delight" represent 

metaphorically? 

A) Financial wealth 

B) Protection from the cold 

C) Spiritual purity and joy 

D) A disguise 

 



 

 

 

40. The cyclical structure of the poem (ending with blessings) reinforces 

a theme of: 

A) Fatalism 

B) Divine harmony and eternal love 

C) Entrapment 

D) Boredom 

 

41. In the context of Blake's mythology, the state of Innocence is 

characterized by: 

A) Cynicism 

B) Unquestioning faith and unity 

C) Sexual repression 

D) Political revolution 

 

42. Which of the following is NOT a theme in "The Lamb"? 

A) Divine immanence 

B) The innocence of youth 

C) The terror of the sublime 

D) Pastoral beauty 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

43. The simplistic, repetitive structure of the poem mirrors its theme of: 

A) Complexity of the universe 

B) The straightforwardness of innocent faith 

C) The monotony of rural life 

D) The confusion of childhood 

 

44. "The Lamb" presents a worldview that is primarily: 

A) Optimistic and integrated 

B) Pessimistic and fragmented 

C) Satirical and biting 

D) Objective and scientific 

 

45. For Blake, the child speaker is a visionary because: 

A) The child has read many books 

B) The child perceives the divine in the ordinary 

C) The child is older than he appears 

D) The child is blind 

 

46. How is the Creator's power depicted in "The Lamb"? 

A) As a terrifying force of nature 

B) As an industrial machine 

C) As a gentle, nurturing, life-giving force 

D) As a silent, absent watchmaker 

 



 

 

 

47. The joy of the vales rejoicing is an example of: 

A) Pathetic fallacy 

B) Litotes 

C) Onomatopoeia 

D) Chiasmus 

 

48. The poem ultimately answers the question "who made thee" with a 

message of: 

A) Scientific evolution 

B) Divine kinship 

C) Unknown origins 

D) Maternal love 

 

49. The relationship between the child and the lamb is one of: 

A) Master and servant 

B) Predator and prey 

C) Brotherhood and equality 

D) Indifference 

 

50. Blake's portrayal of the lamb challenges the notion that animals are: 

A) Soulless machines 

B) Parts of nature 

C) Beautiful 

D) Useful for wool 



 

 

 

51. Who is the speaker of "The Lamb"? 

A) An adult shepherd 

B) A little child 

C) William Blake himself as an old man 

D) The Lamb itself 

 

52. The "Lamb" in Christian iconography, and in this poem, specifically 

symbolizes: 

A) The Holy Ghost 

B) God the Father 

C) Jesus Christ (Agnus Dei) 

D) The Virgin Mary 

 

53. The child in the poem is a symbol of: 

A) Ignorance 

B) Immaturity 

C) Uncorrupted human soul 

D) Original Sin 

 

54. What dual role does Jesus play in the imagery of this poem? 

A) Both King and Servant 

B) Both Creator and the created (Child/Lamb) 

C) Both Judge and Sinner 

D) Both Lion and Tyger 



 

 

 

55. The "stream" and "mead" symbolize: 

A) The untamed wilderness 

B) Industrial London 

C) A nurturing, abundant natural world 

D) Barriers to overcome 

 

56. What does the "tender voice" of the lamb symbolize? 

A) Weakness 

B) Harmony and peace 

C) Fear 

D) Hunger 

 

57. By addressing the lamb directly, the child treats the animal as: 

A) A pet 

B) A sentient, spiritual peer 

C) A source of food 

D) An imaginary friend 

 

58. Which phrase explicitly connects the Creator to the symbol of the 

lamb? 

A) "Gave thee life" 

B) "He calls himself a Lamb" 

C) "He is meek" 

D) "I a child" 



 

 

 

59. The imagery of "clothing" in the poem is used to describe: 

A) The child's garments 

B) The lamb's wool 

C) The grass in the meadow 

D) The clouds in the sky 

 

60. The child's confidence in answering his own question in stanza 2 

shows: 

A) Arrogance 

B) Intuitive spiritual knowledge 

C) That he memorized a textbook 

D) That he is guessing 

 

61. In Blake's art (the engraving accompanying the poem), what is the 

child usually doing? 

A) Sacrificing the lamb 

B) Running away from the lamb 

C) Petting or feeding the lamb near a cottage 

D) Shearing the lamb 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

62. The innocence of the child and the lamb is protected by: 

A) A fierce sheepdog 

B) The loving presence of the Creator 

C) High fences 

D) Their ability to hide 

 

63. How does the child's perspective differ from an adult's perspective 

in the Songs of Experience? 

A) The child sees unity; the adult sees division 

B) The child sees division; the adult sees unity 

C) Both see the world exactly the same way 

D) The child is cynical; the adult is hopeful 

 

64. The word "meek" used to describe the Creator challenges 

conventional images of God as: 

A) Loving 

B) Omnipotent and domineering 

C) Forgiving 

D) Creative 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

65. Which of the following best describes the "voice" of the speaker? 

A) Doubtful and questioning 

B) Joyful, certain, and affectionate 

C) Angry and rebellious 

D) Sorrowful and mourning 

 

66. The concept of the "Lamb of God" is drawn primarily from which 

biblical book? 

A) Genesis 

B) The Gospel of John 

C) Proverbs 

D) Ecclesiastes 

 

67. Why does the child say "We are called by his name"? 

A) Because they are both named William 

B) Because Christians are considered children of God, and Christ is 

the Lamb 

C) Because they belong to the same farmer 

D) Because it is a catchy phrase 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

68. The absence of a traditional human authority figure (parent/priest) in 

the poem signifies: 

A) The child is an orphan 

B) Direct, unmediated connection between the soul and the Divine 

C) Blake's hatred of families 

D) Neglect 

 

69. The imagery of the poem is heavily reliant on which sense? 

A) Taste 

B) Smell 

C) Sight and Hearing (Bright wool, tender voice) 

D) Kinesthetic 

 

70. The lamb is depicted not just as an animal, but as a: 

A) Mythological beast 

B) Divine emissary 

C) Burden to the shepherd 

D) Commodity 

 

71. What does the child's blessing at the end ("God bless thee") signify? 

A) A priestly benediction showing spiritual authority 

B) A casual goodbye 

C) A magic spell 

D) Fear of the lamb leaving 



 

 

 

72. The use of the word "thee" and "thou" gives the poem a tone that is: 

A) Modern and slangy 

B) Formal yet intimate, resembling prayer 

C) Sarcastic 

D) Legalistic 

 

73. The lamb's feeding "by the stream" evokes the imagery of: 

A) Psalm 23 (The Lord is my shepherd) 

B) The Book of Revelation 

C) The story of Noah's Ark 

D) The Tower of Babel 

 

74. In the visual plate of "The Lamb" by Blake, what flanks the text? 

A) Factories and smoke 

B) Entwined trees/vines forming an arch 

C) Angels with swords 

D) A dark storm 

 

75. The characters in "The Lamb" (Child, Lamb, Jesus) form a triad of: 

A) Experience 

B) Innocence 

C) Reason 

D) Rebellion 

 



 

 

 

76. "The Lamb" was published in which of William Blake's poetry 

collections? 

A) Poetical Sketches 

B) Songs of Experience 

C) Songs of Innocence 

D) The Marriage of Heaven and Hell 

 

77. In what year was Songs of Innocence first published? 

A) 1789 

B) 1794 

C) 1798 

D) 1805 

 

78. Which poem is widely considered the direct contrary or companion 

piece to "The Lamb"? 

A) "The Chimney Sweeper" 

B) "London" 

C) "The Tyger" 

D) "The Fly" 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

79. How does the central question of "The Tyger" contrast with "The 

Lamb"? 

A) "The Lamb" asks who made thee; "The Tyger" asks how could 

the creator make thee. 

B) "The Lamb" asks why are you small; "The Tyger" asks why are you 

big. 

C) They ask the exact same question with the same tone. 

D) "The Lamb" does not ask a question. 

 

80. What subtitle did Blake add when he combined the two collections 

into Songs of Innocence and of Experience in 1794? 

A) Poems of Childhood and Adulthood 

B) Shewing the Two Contrary States of the Human Soul 

C) A Guide to Heaven and Hell 

D) Pastoral and Urban Verses 

 

81. (PYQ Pattern) In Blake's "The Lamb," the child's question "Dost 

thou know who made thee?" reflects: 

A) Cartesian dualism 

B) Romantic pantheism 

C) Neoclassical rationalism 

D) The innate spiritual intuition of childhood 

 

 

 



 

 

 

82. The printing method Blake used to create Songs of Innocence, 

which combined text and illustration on a single copper plate, is called: 

A) Lithography 

B) Illuminated printing (Relief etching) 

C) Woodblock printing 

D) Movable type 

 

83. Unlike "The Tyger," which is filled with questions of dread, "The 

Lamb" offers: 

A) Unresolved paradoxes 

B) Immediate, comforting answers 

C) A critique of the church 

D) A vision of hell 

 

84. "The Lamb" is often sung. Who among these modern composers 

famously set Blake's Songs to music? 

A) John Williams 

B) Ralph Vaughan Williams 

C) Hans Zimmer 

D) Andrew Lloyd Webber 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

85. In contrast to the industrial imagery (hammer, anvil, furnace) in 

"The Tyger," "The Lamb" uses imagery of: 

A) Cities 

B) Space 

C) Agriculture and pastoral life 

D) War 

 

86. Which of the following statements is TRUE regarding "The Lamb"? 

A) The speaker remains anonymous and abstract. 

B) The poem uses complex, irregular meter to show chaos. 

C) The child and the lamb are identified with each other and with 

Christ. 

D) The poem reflects Blake's hatred for organized religion. 

 

87. Blake's concept of "Innocence" as seen in this poem is NOT: 

A) A state of genuine happiness 

B) A permanent, unbreakable state 

C) A way of perceiving the world through love 

D) Vulnerable to the realities of "Experience" 

 

88. Who is the "shepherd" implicitly watching over the lamb and the 

child? 

A) The child's father 

B) A hired farmhand 

C) Jesus Christ / God 

D) The King of England

 



 

 

 

 

89. Blake was a key figure of the early Romantic period. How does 

"The Lamb" fit Romantic ideals? 

A) By prioritizing reason over emotion 

B) By valuing childhood, nature, and individual imagination 

C) By copying Greek and Roman forms 

D) By focusing strictly on upper-class society 

 

90. What is the fundamental difference in the Creator depicted in "The 

Lamb" vs. "The Tyger"? 

A) The Lamb's creator is mild and loving; The Tyger's creator is 

terrifying and powerful. 

B) The Lamb's creator is human; The Tyger's creator is animal. 

C) The Lamb's creator is dead; The Tyger's creator is alive. 

D) There is no difference; they are exactly identical in tone. 

 

91. The simple, monosyllabic diction in "The Lamb" is designed to: 

A) Show Blake's lack of vocabulary 

B) Mimic the voice and thought process of a young child 

C) Make the poem shorter for printing 

D) Hide a secret code 

 

 

 



 

 

 

92. If "The Tyger" represents the "sublime" (awe and terror), "The 

Lamb" represents: 

A) The beautiful 

B) The grotesque 

C) The ridiculous 

D) The tragic 

 

93. Which Enlightenment philosopher's view of children as "blank 

slates" (tabula rasa) does Blake subtly oppose by giving the child innate 

divine knowledge? 

A) Thomas Hobbes 

B) John Locke 

C) Jean-Jacques Rousseau 

D) Immanuel Kant 

 

94. In the context of Blake's mythology, "The Lamb" exists in the realm 

of: 

A) Beulah (Pastoral innocence) 

B) Ulro (Hell/Materialism) 

C) Generation 

D) Eden (Higher unitive vision) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

95. Read the lines: "He became a little child: / I a child & thou a lamb". 

This is an expression of: 

A) Metempsychosis 

B) Incarnation and mystical unity 

C) Transubstantiation 

D) Predestination 

 

96. Blake's poetry often critiques the effects of the Industrial 

Revolution. How does "The Lamb" do this? 

A) By explicitly describing factories 

B) By providing a utopian pastoral contrast to urban pollution 

C) By urging children to strike 

D) It doesn't; it supports industry 

 

97. The poem "The Lamb" can be classified within which poetic genre? 

A) Epic 

B) Pastoral lyric 

C) Satire 

D) Elegy 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

98. The rhetorical structure of asking a question and immediately 

answering it is a technique often used in: 

A) Didactic literature for children 

B) Gothic novels 

C) Courtly love poetry 

D) Blank verse drama 

 

99. Which of the following words best describes the mood of the first 

stanza? 

A) Apprehensive 

B) Inquisitive and joyful 

C) Somber 

D) Frantic 

 

100. Ultimately, Blake's "The Lamb" asserts that the essence of creation 

is: 

A) Mechanical and random 

B) Fundamentally good and rooted in divine love 

C) Deceitful and dangerous 

D) Beyond human comprehension entirely 
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Unit – 2 British Literature - 1 

 

 



 

 

 

1. "The Bait" by John Donne is written as a direct response or parody to 

which famous poem? 

A) "The Nymph's Reply to the Shepherd" 

B) "The Passionate Shepherd to His Love" 

C) "To His Coy Mistress" 

D) "My Last Duchess" 

 

2. Who is the author of the poem that John Donne is parodying in "The 

Bait"? 

A) Sir Walter Raleigh 

B) William Shakespeare 

C) Christopher Marlowe 

D) Andrew Marvell 

 

3. In which renowned 17th-century book about fishing was "The Bait" 

famously quoted by the character Venator? 

A) The Compleat Angler by Izaak Walton 

B) Religio Medici by Thomas Browne 

C) Anatomy of Melancholy by Robert Burton 

D) Leviathan by Thomas Hobbes 

 

4. To which school of poetry does John Donne belong? 

A) Romantic 

B) Metaphysical 

C) Cavalier 

D) Neoclassical 

 



 

 

 

5. How does the opening line of "The Bait" compare to Marlowe's "The 

Passionate Shepherd to His Love"? 

A) It is completely different to establish a dark tone. 

B) It copies the first line exactly but changes the second line. 

C) It translates the line into Latin. 

D) It uses the exact same opening line: "Come live with me, and be 

my love." 

 

6. What is the overarching literary device (an extended, unconventional 

metaphor) used throughout "The Bait"? 

A) Allegory 

B) Metaphysical Conceit 

C) Dramatic Irony 

D) Synecdoche 

 

7. What is the rhyme scheme of each stanza in "The Bait"? 

A) ABAB 

B) AABB 

C) ABBA 

D) ABCD 

 

8. What is the primary meter used in "The Bait"? 

A) Iambic pentameter 

B) Trochaic tetrameter 

C) Iambic tetrameter 

D) Dactylic hexameter 

 



 

 

 

9. The phrases "golden sands," "crystal brooks," "silken lines," and 

"silver hooks" are examples of: 

A) Hyperbolic pastoral imagery 

B) Personification 

C) Onomatopoeia 

D) Oxymoron 

 

10. How many stanzas are present in "The Bait"? 

A) 5 

B) 6 

C) 7 

D) 8 

 

11. Who is the main addressee of the poem? 

A) A fellow fisherman 

B) The speaker's female lover 

C) A river nymph 

D) God 

 

12. In the poem's central conceit, what does the "bait" represent? 

A) The speaker's wealth 

B) The woman's natural physical beauty and allure 

C) Deceitful lies told by men 

D) The literal worms used for fishing 



 

 

 

13. What do the "fish" in the poem symbolize? 

A) Innocent animals harmed by humans 

B) The woman's past lovers 

C) Men/suitors who are helplessly attracted to the woman 

D) The speaker's fleeting thoughts 

 

14. Which theme best encapsulates the core message of "The Bait"? 

A) Fishing is a cruel sport that should be banned. 

B) Nature is far superior to human city life. 

C) Love is a form of entrapment where attraction makes the "prey" 

willing to be caught. 

D) Wealth and riches are the only ways to win a woman's heart. 

 

15. How does the woman's method of "catching" differ from other 

fishermen in the poem? 

A) She uses more expensive nets. 

B) She relies on magic spells. 

C) She requires no deceit or traps; her mere presence draws them 

in. 

D) She hunts at night instead of the day. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

16. In Stanza 1, what does the speaker propose they will "prove" 

(experience)? 

A) Old sorrows 

B) New pleasures 

C) Endless wealth 

D) Deep faith 

 

17. According to Stanza 2, what will warm the river when the woman 

enters it? 

A) Her eyes 

B) The golden sands 

C) Her own body heat, which is warmer than the sun 

D) A spell cast by the speaker 

 

18. In Stanza 3, how do the fish react when the woman swims in the 

river? 

A) They flee in terror. 

B) They swim to her and beg to be caught. 

C) They hide under rocks. 

D) They bite her aggressively. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

19. What word does Donne use in Stanza 3 to describe how the fish 

swim towards the woman? 

A) Treacherously 

B) Blindly 

C) Amorously 

D) Silently 

 

20. In Stanza 4, the speaker states, "If thou, to be so seen, be'st loth, / By 

sun or moon..." What is he offering? 

A) To build her a house 

B) To protect her from the elements 

C) That she is her own light, and he only needs her light, not the sun 

or moon. 

D) To fish only in the dark 

 

21. Who are the "others" mentioned in Stanza 5 ("Let others freeze with 

angling reeds")? 

A) The fish 

B) Ordinary fishermen (representing other, less fortunate men) 

C) Women who are not as beautiful 

D) Winter spirits 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

22. What harsh physical reality is mentioned in Stanza 5 to contrast with 

the woman's effortless allure? 

A) Starving in the cold 

B) Getting sunburnt on the riverbank 

C) Cutting their legs on shells and weeds 

D) Drowning in the rapid waters 

 

 

23. In Stanza 6, what deceitful tool is referred to as a "windowy net"? 

A) A spider's web 

B) A traditional fishing net that traps fish 

C) A stained-glass window 

D) A woman's veil 

 

24. In the final stanza, the speaker notes that a fish that is not caught by 

the woman is: 

A) "wiser far than I" 

B) "a fool in love" 

C) "destined to die" 

D) "blind to beauty" 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

25. What is the speaker admitting in the final line of the poem ("Is wiser 

far than I")? 

A) That he is not good at fishing. 

B) That he himself has been hopelessly caught by her "bait." 

C) That the woman is smarter than him. 

D) That the fish are supernatural. 

 

26. The lines "And there the enamoured fish will stay, / Begging 

themselves they may betray" highlight what aspect of human attraction? 

A) The reluctance to fall in love 

B) The willing self-surrender and irrationality of romantic 

infatuation 

C) The financial transaction of marriage 

D) The pain of unrequited love 

 

27. "For thee, thou need'st no such deceit, / For thou thyself art thine 

own bait." These lines establish that: 

A) The woman must wear makeup to attract men. 

B) The woman is dangerous and cruel. 

C) The woman's intrinsic nature is enough to captivate men without 

artifice. 

D) The woman does not want to be loved. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

28. Which of the following words best describes the tone of "The Bait"? 

A) Mournful and elegiac 

B) Playful, witty, and subtly cynical 

C) Angry and vindictive 

D) Purely religious and devout 

 

29. The "strangling snare" and "windowy net" represent: 

A) The speaker's arms 

B) The complexities of court life 

C) The crude, forceful methods men use to get what they want 

D) The literal clothing the woman wears 

 

30. How does "The Bait" subvert the traditional pastoral genre seen in 

Marlowe's work? 

A) By introducing grotesque imagery of freezing and cut legs into a 

normally idealized landscape. 

B) By taking place in a bustling city instead of the country. 

C) By having the woman reject the speaker immediately. 

D) By focusing entirely on agriculture instead of romance. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

31. What does the term "loth" mean in the context of the line "If thou, to 

be so seen, be'st loth"? 

A) Eager 

B) Reluctant or unwilling 

C) Beautiful 

D) Hidden 

 

32. What are "sleavesilk flies" as mentioned in the poem? 

A) Real insects buzzing around the river 

B) Artificial fishing lures made of silk 

C) Birds flying over the water 

D) A metaphor for gossiping courtiers 

 

33. What is meant by "curious traitors" in Stanza 6? 

A) Spies in the King's court 

B) Artificial flies/lures cleverly designed to trick fish 

C) Fish that steal the bait without getting hooked 

D) Men who cheat on their wives 

 

34. Donne's use of "silver hooks" and "silken lines" is a critique of: 

A) The poverty of the working class 

B) The artificiality and materialism of traditional romantic poetry 

C) The industrial revolution 

D) The fishing industry 



 

 

 

35. In the context of Metaphysical poetry, the comparison of a beautiful 

woman to fishing bait is an example of: 

A) A Homeric simile 

B) A Petrarchan ideal 

C) A conceit (a startling, intellectual comparison) 

D) Pathetic fallacy 

 

 

36. By stating the woman is "warmer than the sun," Donne is using 

which rhetorical device? 

A) Understatement 

B) Hyperbole 

C) Metonymy 

D) Litotes 

 

37. Which of the following is NOT a hazard faced by the "other" 

fishermen in the poem? 

A) Freezing temperatures 

B) Cutting legs on shells 

C) Being attacked by bears 

D) Coarse/slimy weeds 

 

 

 



 

 

 

38. The speaker's willingness to be "caught" by the woman suggests 

what about the power dynamic in their relationship? 

A) The speaker holds all the power. 

B) The woman is entirely subservient. 

C) The woman holds the power of attraction, making the speaker a 

willing victim. 

D) Society dictates their relationship against their will. 

 

 

39. "The Bait" implies that true love/attraction requires: 

A) No trickery or artificial traps 

B) Endless wealth and gifts 

C) Careful planning and strategy 

D) Deceiving the one you love 

 

 

40. Sir Walter Raleigh's "The Nymph's Reply to the Shepherd" is 

realistic and cynical. How does Donne's "The Bait" compare? 

A) It is purely romantic with no realism. 

B) It blends the romantic fantasy of Marlowe with flashes of stark, 

violent realism. 

C) It is entirely depressing and pessimistic. 

D) It is a religious allegory with no connection to Raleigh's tone. 

 

 



 

 

 

41. What is the explicit invitation given in the first stanza? 

A) To go hunting in the forest 

B) To live together and experience new pleasures 

C) To get married in a church 

D) To sail across the ocean 

 

 

42. Which word in the poem emphasizes the treacherous nature of love? 

A) Golden 

B) Snare 

C) Crystal 

D) Silken 

 

 

43. Who is ultimately the "fool" or the captured entity at the very end of 

the poem? 

A) The woman 

B) The actual fish in the river 

C) The speaker 

D) Christopher Marlowe 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

44. The poem contrasts the woman's "natural" bait with: 

A) God's divine grace 

B) The artificial, deceitful tools of other fishermen 

C) The beauty of the moon 

D) The purity of the river 

 

 

45. What does the speaker do if the sun and moon are eclipsed, 

according to Stanza 4? 

A) He goes to sleep. 

B) He uses the woman's eyes as his only light. 

C) He builds a fire. 

D) He stops fishing. 

 

 

46. Which of the following best paraphrases the line "Begging 

themselves they may betray"? 

A) The fish are asking for food. 

B) The suitors are willingly asking to be captivated/trapped by her. 

C) The women are begging for mercy. 

D) The fishermen are praying for a good catch. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

47. In the imagery of "golden sands, and crystal brooks," Donne is 

directly mimicking: 

A) The harsh realities of 17th-century London 

B) The idealized, utopian nature typical of pastoral poetry 

C) The inside of a wealthy aristocrat's home 

D) A literal map of the English countryside 

 

 

48. Why does the speaker say a fish that avoids her is "wiser far than I"? 

A) Because the speaker tried to avoid her but failed. 

B) Because the speaker knows he is trapped but cannot escape her 

allure. 

C) Because the fish can breathe underwater. 

D) Because the speaker hates being in love. 

 

 

49. The poem suggests that while men think they are the "fishermen" 

(the pursuers in love), they are actually: 

A) The bait 

B) The fishing rods 

C) The fish (the prey) 

D) The river 

 

 

 



 

 

 

50. What makes "The Bait" a quintessential "Metaphysical" poem? 

A) Its simple, nursery-rhyme structure 

B) Its focus on Greek mythology 

C) Its intellectual, elaborate, and unexpected comparison (love to 

fishing) 

D) Its strict adherence to realistic historical events 

 

 

51. In which of John Donne’s posthumously published collections is 

"The Bait" categorized? 

A) Holy Sonnets 

B) Songs and Sonnets 

C) Divine Meditations 

D) The Anniversaries 

 

 

52. While John Donne is highly famous for his religious poetry later in 

life, "The Bait" is a prime example of his: 

A) Theological sermons 

B) Early secular and amorous poetry 

C) Political satire 

D) Elegy for the dead 

 

 

 



 

 

 

53. Which term best describes the specific sub-genre of "The Bait" in 

relation to Marlowe's original work? 

A) Epic poetry 

B) Mock-pastoral or Anti-pastoral 

C) Dramatic monologue 

D) Heroic couplet 

 

54. In Stanza 1, Donne rhymes "love" with "prove" ("Come live with 

me, and be my love, / And we will some new pleasures prove"). In 

modern poetic analysis, this is frequently noted as an example of: 

A) Internal rhyme 

B) Identical rhyme 

C) Eye rhyme (or slant rhyme due to historical pronunciation 

shifts) 

D) Feminine rhyme 

 

 

55. What does the term "out-wrest" mean in the lines "Let coarse bold 

hands, from slimy nest / The bedded fish in banks out-wrest"? 

A) To gently coax 

B) To violently extract or force out 

C) To sing a lullaby 

D) To observe from a distance 

 

 



 

 

 

56. The imagery of the "slimy nest" in Stanza 6 serves what purpose in 

the poem? 

A) It highlights the cleanliness of the woman. 

B) It introduces a gritty, unpleasant reality that contrasts with the 

earlier "golden sands." 

C) It symbolizes the wealth of the river. 

D) It proves that the speaker hates nature. 

 

 

57. What is Donne emphasizing by describing the other fishermen's 

hands as "coarse bold hands"? 

A) Their physical strength and virtue 

B) The rough, unrefined, and forceful nature of typical men 

pursuing love 

C) Their dedication to their profession 

D) Their skill in crafting nets 

 

 

58. The line "Or curious traitors, sleavesilk flies" uses "sleavesilk" to 

indicate that the flies are: 

A) Real insects native to the river 

B) Artificial lures made of fine, separated silk threads 

C) Magical creatures created by the woman 

D) A type of expensive clothing worn by the speaker 

 

 



 

 

 

59. What does the word "bewitch" suggest in the line "Bewitch poor 

fishes' wandering eyes"? 

A) That the fishermen are actual warlocks 

B) That artificial lures rely on illusion and trickery to captivate the 

fish 

C) That the fish are under a divine curse 

D) That the river water is poisoned 

 

 

60. The phrase "wandering eyes" attributed to the fish implies that the 

fish (representing men/suitors) are: 

A) Blind and cannot see the bait 

B) Naturally looking for a mate or distraction 

C) Swimming in circles due to the current 

D) Looking up at the sky instead of the water 

 

61. A major shift occurs between Stanza 4 and Stanza 5. What is the 

nature of this shift? 

A) From winter to summer 

B) From the speaker's perspective to the woman's perspective 

C) From the idealized, effortless attraction of the woman to the 

harsh, deceitful reality of other fishermen 

D) From secular love to religious devotion 

 

 



 

 

 

62. In the context of the poem's conceit, what do the "strangling snare" 

and "windowy net" symbolize about human relationships? 

A) The necessity of legal marriage contracts 

B) The manipulative, restrictive, and forceful tactics used by 

desperate lovers 

C) The comforting embrace of a loving partner 

D) The financial entrapment of the lower class 

 

 

63. How does Donne treat the concept of "the chase" in romantic love? 

A) He believes men must hunt women relentlessly. 

B) He suggests that true beauty requires no chase; the "prey" 

comes willingly. 

C) He thinks the chase is more fun than the actual relationship. 

D) He believes women should actively hunt men with traps. 

 

 

64. The lines "If thou, to be so seen, be'st loth, / By sun or moon, thou 

darkenest both" suggest that the woman: 

A) Is so bright and beautiful that she outshines celestial bodies 

B) Only comes out at night 

C) Is hiding her true face behind a veil 

D) Brings bad luck to the weather 

 

 



 

 

 

65. In the poem, who is effectively doing the "work" of the fishing when 

the woman is in the river? 

A) The speaker 

B) The other fishermen 

C) The woman herself 

D) The fish (they willingly betray themselves) 

 

 

66. What is the ultimate irony of the poem's conclusion? 

A) The speaker realizes he hates fishing. 

B) The woman turns into a fish. 

C) The speaker, who invites the woman to "fish," realizes he is the 

one who has been helplessly caught by her. 

D) The fish steal the bait and escape. 

 

67. Unlike Marlowe's shepherd who promises material gifts (beds of 

roses, gowns of wool), what does Donne's speaker promise the woman? 

A) Gold and silver coins 

B) A palace by the river 

C) Nothing material; he merely observes the "new pleasures" of 

how nature and men react to her. 

D) A lifetime supply of fish 

 

 

 



 

 

 

68. Why does the speaker view a fish that escapes the woman as "wiser 

far than I"? 

A) Because the speaker wishes he had never met her. 

B) Because escaping her allure requires an immense intellect and 

willpower that the speaker lacks. 

C) Because the fish knows the river better than the speaker. 

D) Because the speaker cannot swim. 

 

 

69. The poem juxtaposes "silken lines" and "silver hooks" with "shells 

and weeds." This is a structural juxtaposition between: 

A) Fantasy/Idealism and Painful Reality 

B) Heaven and Hell 

C) Youth and Old Age 

D) Men and Women 

 

70. Which of the following best describes the psychological state of the 

"enamoured fish"? 

A) Terrified and frantic 

B) Apathetic and bored 

C) Masochistic; willingly offering themselves to their own demise 

out of love 

D) Aggressive and predatory 

 

 

 



 

 

 

71. In the Metaphysical tradition, Donne uses "The Bait" to argue that: 

A) Love is purely spiritual and has no physical component. 

B) The power of feminine beauty reduces men to base, irrational 

instincts (like fish). 

C) Human beings are vastly superior to animals in matters of the heart. 

D) God dictates who we fall in love with. 

 

72. What is the significance of the woman needing "no such deceit"? 

A) She is inherently honest and morally pure. 

B) Her natural existence is a potent enough trap that artificial tricks 

are redundant. 

C) She does not know how to lie. 

D) She is too poor to buy artificial lures. 

 

73. If Marlowe’s poem represents the innocence of love, Donne’s "The 

Bait" introduces the element of: 

A) Divine intervention 

B) Predatory danger and entrapment in love 

C) Platonic friendship 

D) Industrialization 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

74. The phrase "Let others freeze... And cut their legs" implies what 

attitude of the speaker toward the "others"? 

A) Deep empathy and sorrow 

B) A dismissive, slightly mocking pity that they must work so hard 

for what comes naturally to his lover 

C) Anger that they are ruining the river 

D) Fear that they will catch all the fish 

 

75. Ultimately, the central conceit of "The Bait" transforms a relaxing 

rural pastime (fishing) into a metaphor for: 

A) The destructive nature of capitalism 

B) The inevitable decay of the human body 

C) The helpless, captivating, and sometimes dangerous power 

dynamics of sexual attraction 

D) The search for religious enlightenment 
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Unit – 2 British Literature - 1 

 

 



 

 

 

1. Who is the author of the sonnet sequence Astrophil and Stella? 

A) William Shakespeare 

B) Edmund Spenser 

C) Sir Philip Sidney 

D) Christopher Marlowe 

 

2. What does the name "Astrophil" literally mean? 

A) Star-gazer 

B) Star-lover 

C) Fallen star 

D) Bright star 

 

3. What does the name "Stella" mean? 

A) Sun 

B) Moon 

C) Star 

D) Heaven 

 

4. From which languages are the names Astrophil and Stella derived, 

respectively? 

A) Latin and Greek 

B) Greek and Latin 

C) French and Latin 

D) Greek and French 



 

 

 

5. Who is historically considered the real-life inspiration for "Stella"? 

A) Queen Elizabeth I 

B) Mary Sidney 

C) Anne Hathaway 

D) Penelope Devereux (Lady Rich) 

 

6. Who does "Astrophil" largely represent in the sonnet sequence? 

A) The Earl of Leicester 

B) Sir Philip Sidney himself 

C) A generic Petrarchan lover 

D) King James I 

 

7. In what literary era was Astrophil and Stella written? 

A) Romantic Era 

B) Victorian Era 

C) Elizabethan Era (Renaissance) 

D) Augustan Age 

 

8. Astrophil and Stella is an example of which literary form? 

A) Epic poem 

B) Sonnet sequence 

C) Blank verse tragedy 

D) Pastoral elegy 

 



 

 

 

9. When was Astrophil and Stella first published (posthumously)? 

A) 1581 

B) 1591 

C) 1601 

D) 1616 

 

10. What is the primary function of Sonnet 1 within the Astrophil and 

Stella sequence? 

A) It is the climax of the narrative. 

B) It serves as an epilogue. 

C) It acts as a prologue explaining his poetic motives. 

D) It describes Stella's physical beauty. 

 

11. In line 1, "Loving in truth, and fain in verse my love to show," what 

does the word "fain" mean? 

A) Reluctantly 

B) Secretly 

C) Desirous or gladly 

D) Feigning/faking 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

12. Why does the speaker want to show his love in verse? 

A) To become a famous poet 

B) So that "she" might take pleasure in his pain 

C) To impress the royal court 

D) To win a poetry contest 

 

13. According to the speaker’s logic in the first quatrain, what will 

"pleasure" cause Stella to do? 

A) Read his poetry 

B) Pity him 

C) Love him back 

D) Reject him 

 

14. What does the speaker hope Stella's "reading" will lead to? 

A) Grace 

B) Knowledge 

C) Pleasure 

D) Woe 

 

15. What will "knowledge" of his suffering ideally produce in Stella? 

A) Disgust 

B) Amusement 

C) Pity 

D) Anger 



 

 

 

16. What is the ultimate goal the speaker hopes to obtain through 

Stella's pity? 

A) Wealth 

B) Fame 

C) Grace 

D) Revenge 

 

17. What rhetorical figure of speech is used in the chain: "Pleasure 

might cause her read, reading might make her know, / Knowledge might 

pity win, and pity grace obtain"? 

A) Chiasmus 

B) Anadiplosis (or Gradatio) 

C) Oxymoron 

D) Synecdoche 

 

18. Who is the "dear she" mentioned in line 2? 

A) The Muse 

B) Queen Elizabeth 

C) Stella 

D) Nature 

 

19. What does the speaker offer to Stella for her "pleasure"? 

A) His wealth 

B) His pain 

C) His political power 

D) His physical beauty 

 



 

 

 

20. The tone of the first four lines is best described as: 

A) Spontaneous and chaotic 

B) Angry and resentful 

C) Calculated and logical 

D) Joyful and ecstatic 

 

21. In line 5, the speaker says, "I sought fit words to paint the blackest 

face of..." what? 

A) Night 

B) Death 

C) Woe 

D) Hate 

 

22. What does the speaker study to "entertain" Stella's wits? 

A) Ancient history 

B) Inventions fine 

C) Science 

D) Philosophy 

 

23. What is the meaning of "inventions fine" in the context of 

Renaissance poetry? 

A) Mechanical devices 

B) Scientific discoveries 

C) Literary creations and 

conceits 

D) Fictional lies 

 



 

 

 

24. What does the phrase "oft turning others' leaves" mean? 

A) Walking in the forest 

B) Raking autumn leaves 

C) Turning the pages of other poets' books 

D) Ignoring other people's advice 

 

25. What is Astrophil looking for in "others' leaves"? 

A) Plagiarism opportunities 

B) Fresh and fruitful showers 

C) Stella's hidden letters 

D) Historical facts 

 

26. What literary device is used in the phrase "fresh and fruitful 

showers"? 

A) Metaphor for poetic inspiration 

B) Simile for Stella's tears 

C) Personification of the weather 

D) Hyperbole for his crying 

 

27. How does the speaker describe his own brain in line 8? 

A) Water-logged 

B) Sun-burned 

C) Frozen solid 

D) Wind-swept 



 

 

 

28. What does the condition of his "sun-burned brain" suggest? 

A) He has a fever. 

B) He has been outside too long. 

C) He is suffering from a lack of creativity (writer's block). 

D) He is too angry to think. 

 

29. The contrast between "fruitful showers" and a "sun-burned brain" 

relies on which kind of imagery? 

A) Agricultural/Weather imagery 

B) Military imagery 

C) Nautical imagery 

D) Celestial imagery 

 

30. What is the fundamental mistake Astrophil makes in lines 5-8? 

A) He tries to write without knowing how to spell. 

B) He seeks internal inspiration rather than external. 

C) He seeks external inspiration from others rather than looking 

inward. 

D) He refuses to read any other poets. 

 

31. In line 9, how do words come forth from the speaker? 

A) Rushing 

B) Halting 

C) Singing 

D) Dancing 

 



 

 

 

32. The word "halting" in this context implies that his words are: 

A) Perfect and smooth 

B) Stopping completely 

C) Limping, awkward, and forced 

D) Moving very fast 

 

33. What do his words lack in line 9? 

A) "Invention's stay" 

B) "Nature's grace" 

C) "Study's power" 

D) "Stella's light" 

 

34. What does the word "stay" mean in "Invention's stay"? 

A) A place to live 

B) Support or prop 

C) A delay 

D) A command to stop 

 

35. According to line 10, whose child is "Invention"? 

A) Study's child 

B) God's child 

C) Nature's child 

D) The Muse's child 

 



 

 

 

36. Who is the "step-dame" in line 10? 

A) Stella 

B) Nature 

C) The Muse 

D) Study 

 

37. What does Invention do in response to "step-dame Study"? 

A) Embraces her 

B) Flees her blows 

C) Learns from her 

D) Fights her back 

 

38. What does the conflict between "Nature" and "Study" represent? 

A) The war between science and religion 

B) The tension between natural creativity and forced academic 

imitation 

C) The struggle between a mother and stepmother 

D) The battle between the mind and the body 

 

39. In line 11, what does the phrase "others' feet" refer to? 

A) The physical feet of his rivals 

B) The metrical structure/poems of other writers 

C) The steps of Stella 

D) The foundation of his house 



 

 

 

40. How do "others' feet" seem to the speaker? 

A) Like familiar friends 

B) Like strangers in his way 

C) Like guiding lights 

D) Like swift runners 

 

Part 5: The Lyrics - Lines 12-14 (Climax and Resolution) 

41. In line 12, what metaphor does the speaker use for his creative 

struggle? 

A) He is lost at sea. 

B) He is great with child (pregnant). 

C) He is a soldier in a losing battle. 

D) He is a starving beggar. 

 

42. The phrase "helpless in my throes" refers to: 

A) The pain of a sword wound 

B) The agonizing contractions of childbirth (struggling to write) 

C) Being caught in a trap 

D) Drowning in the ocean 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

43. What action does the speaker take in his frustration in line 13? 

A) He burns his papers. 

B) He breaks his desk. 

C) He bites his truant pen and beats himself for spite. 

D) He yells at Stella. 

 

44. Why is his pen described as "truant"? 

A) It is lost. 

B) It has run out of ink. 

C) It is acting like a lazy student skipping its duties. 

D) It is stolen by someone else. 

 

45. Who suddenly speaks to Astrophil in the final line of the sonnet? 

A) Stella 

B) Nature 

C) His Muse 

D) Petrarch 

 

46. What derogatory but affectionate term does the Muse use to address 

him? 

A) Liar 

B) Coward 

C) Fool 

D) Sinner 



 

 

 

47. What is the exact advice given by the Muse in line 14? 

A) "Read more books, and write." 

B) "Look in thy heart, and write." 

C) "Forget thy love, and write." 

D) "Look to the stars, and write." 

 

48. What does the Muse's instruction ultimately mean? 

A) He should get a medical checkup. 

B) He should write about anatomy. 

C) He must abandon imitation and write sincerely from his own 

genuine emotions. 

D) He needs to memorize his poems by heart. 

 

49. The final line of the sonnet serves as the poem's: 

A) Anti-climax 

B) Volta or resolution 

C) Introduction 

D) Thesis statement 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

50. The shift at the end of the poem moves the source of poetic 

inspiration from: 

A) The internal to the external 

B) The external (books/others) to the internal (the heart) 

C) Stella to the Muse 

D) Nature to Study 

 

51. What is the meter of Sonnet 1? 

A) Iambic pentameter 

B) Trochaic tetrameter 

C) Iambic hexameter (Alexandrine) 

D) Dactylic hexameter 

 

52. How many syllables are in each line of an Alexandrine? 

A) 10 

B) 12 

C) 14 

D) 8 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

53. Why did Sidney likely choose to use hexameter instead of standard 

pentameter for this sonnet? 

A) He didn't know how to write pentameter. 

B) It creates a longer, dragging rhythm that mirrors his slow, 

painful struggle to write. 

C) It was the strict rule for all Renaissance sonnets. 

D) Queen Elizabeth commanded it. 

 

54. What is the rhyme scheme of Sonnet 1? 

A) ABBA ABBA CDE CDE 

B) ABAB CDCD EFEF GG 

C) ABABABAB CDCD EE 

D) AABB CCDD EEFF GG 

 

55. The rhyme scheme of the octave (first 8 lines) is: 

A) Alternating (ABABABAB) 

B) Enclosed (ABBAABBA) 

C) Couplets (AABBCCDD) 

D) Terza rima (ABA BCB CDC) 

 

56. Sidney’s Astrophil and Stella is generally a response to the 

conventions established by which Italian poet? 

A) Dante Alighieri 

B) Boccaccio 

C) Petrarch 

D) Machiavelli 

 



 

 

 

57. Structurally, the poem is divided into: 

A) Four tercets and a couplet 

B) An octave and a sestet 

C) Seven couplets 

D) Three stanzas of blank verse 

 

58. What is the term for a 14-line poem written in a specific meter and 

rhyme scheme? 

A) Ode 

B) Lyric 

C) Sonnet 

D) Ballad 

 

59. In the context of English literature, Sidney’s sequence helped 

popularize the: 

A) Arthurian romance 

B) Metaphysical conceit 

C) Sonnet sequence 

D) Revenge tragedy 

 

60. The repetition of the word "might" in lines 2-4 is an example of: 

A) Epiphora 

B) Anaphora 

C) Syntactic parallelism 

D) Polysyndeton 

 



 

 

 

61. A central theme of Sonnet 1 is the tension between: 

A) War and Peace 

B) Originality and Imitation 

C) Youth and Old Age 

D) Wealth and Poverty 

 

62. The sonnet deals heavily with the psychological condition known 

today as: 

A) Imposter syndrome 

B) Insomnia 

C) Writer's block 

D) Amnesia 

 

63. What is the central paradox of Sonnet 1? 

A) It is a highly artificial, carefully structured poem that argues for 

natural, unstudied sincerity. 

B) It claims to love Stella but insults her. 

C) It is written in English but uses Latin words. 

D) The speaker is happy but cries. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

64. The concept of the "heart" in the Renaissance context of this poem 

meant: 

A) Only romantic feeling 

B) The physical organ pumping blood 

C) The seat of true feeling, intellect, and genuine personal 

experience 

D) Religious devotion only 

 

65. Astrophil's initial approach to writing poetry relies on: 

A) Spontaneous emotion 

B) Divine intervention 

C) Rational calculation and methodology 

D) Physical exercise 

 

66. The poem suggests that true poetry cannot be produced by: 

A) Passion 

B) Plagiarizing or mechanically copying others 

C) Suffering 

D) The Muse 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

67. By writing this specific sonnet as an introduction, Sidney is 

establishing: 

A) A strict adherence to old rules 

B) A new convention of appearing anti-conventional 

C) A completely new language 

D) His dominance over Shakespeare 

 

68. The theme of "Nature vs. Art (Study)" reflects debates from which 

literary period? 

A) Classical antiquity and the Renaissance 

B) The Enlightenment 

C) Post-modernism 

D) The Gothic era 

 

69. Sonnet 1 is fundamentally an example of: 

A) Pastoral poetry 

B) Meta-poetry (poetry about the process of writing poetry) 

C) Epic narrative 

D) Satirical drama 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

70. What emotion drives the narrative arc of this single sonnet? 

A) Apathy turning into joy 

B) Arrogance turning into humility 

C) Calculated hope devolving into frustration, resolved by 

revelation 

D) Pure anger turning into revenge 

 

71. "To paint the blackest face of woe" utilizes which sense primarily to 

convey emotion? 

A) Auditory 

B) Visual 

C) Olfactory 

D) Tactile 

 

72. The use of "leaves" for pages of a book is an example of: 

A) Metonymy / Synecdoche 

B) Onomatopoeia 

C) Hyperbole 

D) Litotes 

 

73. When the pen is called "truant," what figure of speech is employed? 

A) Simile 

B) Personification 

C) Oxymoron 

D) Allusion 

 



 

 

 

74. The alliteration in "sun-burned brain" serves to: 

A) Lighten the mood 

B) Speed up the reading 

C) Emphasize the harshness and sterility of his mind 

D) Show off his vocabulary 

 

75. "Biting my truant pen, beating myself for spite" uses what sound 

device? 

A) Assonance 

B) Consonance 

C) Plosive alliteration (the 'b' and 'p' sounds) 

D) Sibilance 

 

76. What is the double meaning of the word "feet" in line 11 ("others' 

feet")? 

A) Walking feet and animal hooves 

B) Poetic meter and physical feet getting in the way 

C) Measurements of distance and time 

D) Dancing steps and running 

 

77. The metaphor "great with child to speak" relies on imagery of: 

A) Warfare 

B) Agriculture 

C) Maternity and gestation 

D) Astronomy

 



 

 

 

78. Which of the following best describes the syntax of the first 

quatrain? 

A) Short, choppy, independent sentences 

B) A single, flowing, logical progression of conditional clauses 

C) A series of exclamations 

D) Direct dialogue 

 

79. The phrase "Loving in truth" sets up a contrast with what later idea 

in the poem? 

A) His hatred for his pen 

B) The artificial "study" and "inventions" of others 

C) Stella's beauty 

D) The Muse's voice 

 

80. What kind of rhyme is "show" and "know" (Lines 1 and 3)? 

A) Slant rhyme 

B) Eye rhyme 

C) Perfect masculine rhyme 

D) Feminine rhyme 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

81. Which critical text written by Sidney heavily parallels the theories 

of poetry discussed in Sonnet 1? 

A) The Faerie Queene 

B) The Defence of Poesy (An Apology for Poetry) 

C) The Arcadia 

D) The Prince 

 

82. In Sidney's view, as expressed in The Defence of Poesy and implied 

here, a poet is a: 

A) Liar 

B) Maker or creator 

C) Scribe 

D) Historian 

 

83. Who is the implied internal audience that Astrophil is trying to reach 

in the first quatrain? 

A) The reader 

B) Stella 

C) God 

D) Other poets 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

84. Who is the actual audience experiencing Astrophil's private 

struggle? 

A) The Muse 

B) Stella's husband 

C) The reader of the sonnet 

D) Queen Elizabeth 

 

85. The "step-dame" metaphor for Study implies that Study is: 

A) Nurturing and kind 

B) Legally bound but lacking natural affection and true creative 

bloodline 

C) Wealthy and powerful 

D) Young and inexperienced 

 

86. The Petrarchan convention Astrophil is wrestling with usually 

portrays the lover as: 

A) Happy and fulfilled 

B) Suffering, agonizing, and subservient to an unattainable woman 

C) Indifferent and bored 

D) Aggressive and violent 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

87. How does Astrophil subvert the typical Petrarchan opening? 

A) He praises her eyes immediately. 

B) He refuses to write anything at all. 

C) He focuses entirely on the technical failure of his own writing 

rather than the lady's physical beauty. 

D) He insults the lady. 

 

88. The phrase "Nature's child" implies that true poetry must be: 

A) Learned in a university 

B) Copied from ancient texts 

C) Organic and innate 

D) Mathematically precise 

 

89. Why is the Muse's intervention necessary in the final line? 

A) Because Astrophil has fallen asleep. 

B) Because Astrophil's intellect and logic have completely failed 

him. 

C) Because Stella enters the room. 

D) Because he ran out of paper. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

90. The word "Fool" spoken by the Muse is a dramatic device used to: 

A) Insult the reader 

B) Break the tension and provide sharp clarity 

C) Prove that the Muse is evil 

D) End the poem on a tragic note 

 

91. In the context of the poem, "woe" translates closest to: 

A) Mild sadness 

B) Deep sorrow and distress 

C) Confusion 

D) Jealousy 

 

92. The word "paint" in line 5 ("paint the blackest face of woe") 

suggests that the poet views writing as an act of: 

A) Singing 

B) Sculpting 

C) Visual representation / Artistry 

D) Destruction 

 

93. What is the grammatical subject of the sentence "But words came 

halting forth..."? 

A) Forth 

B) Halting 

C) Words 

D) But 

 



 

 

 

94. Which of the following is NOT an action performed by Astrophil in 

the poem? 

A) Turning leaves 

B) Biting his pen 

C) Beating himself 

D) Weeping tears 

 

95. The word "wits" in line 6 ("her wits to entertain") refers to Stella's: 

A) Physical beauty 

B) Sense of humor 

C) Intellect and cognitive faculties 

D) Friends 

 

96. What does "spite" mean in line 13 ("beating myself for spite")? 

A) Joy 

B) Malicious frustration or annoyance 

C) Hunger 

D) Fatigue 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

97. If Sonnet 1 is the thesis of Astrophil and Stella, what does it promise 

the rest of the sequence will be? 

A) Translations of other works 

B) A political treatise 

C) A sincere, heartfelt outpouring of genuine emotion 

D) A comedy 

 

98. The juxtaposition of "blackest face" (line 5) and "sun-burned" (line 

8) creates a motif of: 

A) Heat and darkness 

B) Cold and light 

C) Water and ice 

D) Wind and earth 

 

99. The use of "I" and "my" throughout the poem emphasizes its: 

A) Objectivity 

B) Subjective, introspective, and lyric quality 

C) Third-person narrative 

D) Historical accuracy 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

100. Ultimately, Sonnet 1 teaches the competitive exam student that 

Renaissance poetry valued: 

A) Only strict plagiarism 

B) The appearance of effortless grace (sprezzatura) and genuine 

feeling over clunky, forced imitation 

C) Ignoring structure entirely 

D) Writing strictly in prose 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

கல்வி தோடர்பான அமனத்து புத்ேகம்
வடிவில் 

கிமடக்கும்..... 
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