History of English Literature - Important MCQs (Part 31)

Page 152 - Tobias Smollett's Fiction

Q1. In what profession did Tobias Smollett spend some years early in his life?
A. Lawyer

B. Surgeon on a man-of-war

C. Teacher

D. Actor

Answer: B

Q2. What major historical work did Smollett produce as a publisher's opposition venture to Hume's?
A. History of Scotland

B. History of the World

C. History of England

D. History of Rome

Answer: C

Q3. Which of the following is a novel by Tobias Smollett?
A. The Adventures of Roderick Random

B. Tom Jones

C. The Vicar of Wakefield

D. Tristram Shandy

Answer: A

Q4. Smollett conceived the novel as a 'large diffused picture' of life and made little attempt to organize his
materials into an...

A. Epic poem

B. Artistic whole

C. Historical document
D. Ethical treatise

Answer: B

Q5. Smollett's stories revert to which type of fiction?

A. Sentimental
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B. Picaresque
C. Gothic
D. Epistolary

Answer: B

Q6. Smollett loves to dwell upon the most foul and nauseating phases of life, making the world he depicts a...
A. Dirty and dingy place

B. Romantic utopia

C. Classical paradise

D. Spiritual haven

Answer: A

Q7. Which of Smollett's novels is considered an exception for being finer in tone and richer in genuine
comedy?

A. Peregrine Pickle

B. The Expedition of Humphry Clinker
C. Roderick Random

D. Count Fathom

Answer: B

Q8. Smollett's sickening realism of the ship scenes in 'Roderick Random' led directly to drastic changes for
the better in the...

A. Workhouses
B. Prisons

C. Naval service
D. Orphanages

Answer: C

Q9. Smollett was the real creator of the English novel of the...
A. Court and aristocracy

B. Peasantry and farmers

C. Sea and of sailors

D. Clergy and church
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Answer: C

Q10. Smollett was the first of our novelists to exploit systematically the national peculiarities of the...
A. French, Spanish, and Italian

B. Irish, Scotch, and Welsh

C. American and Canadian

D. Dutch and German

Answer: B
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Page 153 - Goldsmith and Sterne

Q1. What was Goldsmith's one excursion into the field of fiction?
A. Amelia

B. The Vicar of Wakefield

C. Clarissa

D. Evelina

Answer: B

Q2. In 'The Vicar of Wakefield', the plot is described as ill-concocted and full of glaring...
A. Truths

B. Improbabilities

C. Satire

D. Tragedy

Answer: B

Q3. Which character in 'The Vicar of Wakefield' is portrayed with delightful subtlety?
A. Squire Thornhill

B. Dr. Primrose

C. Moses

D. Mr. Burchell

Answer: B

Q4. 'The Vicar of Wakefield' made the novel directly...
A. Political

B. Humanitarian

C. Theological

D. Satirical

Answer: B

Q5. Who is the author of 'The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman'?
A. Tobias Smollett

B. Laurence Sterne
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C. Oliver Goldsmith
D. Henry Fielding

Answer: B

Q6. How many volumes of 'Tristram Shandy' were published from 1759 to 17677
A. Three

B. Five

C. Seven

D. Nine

Answer: D

Q7. 'Tristram Shandy"' is described as less of a novel and more of a...
A. Romance

B. Tragedy

C. Medley of unconnected incidents

D. Scientific manual

Answer: C

Q8. Sterne's method in writing ‘Tristram Shandy' was that of deliberate oddity and carefully cultivated...
A. Formality

B. Realism

C. Caprice

D. Logic

Answer: C

Q9. Why did Sterne leave 'Tristram Shandy' incomplete?
A. He lost interest

B. He died

C. It was banned

D. He lost his notes

Answer: B

Q10. Which scene towards the end of 'The Vicar of Wakefield' notably shows Goldsmith's large sympathy
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and human feeling?

A. The wedding scenes
B. The prison scenes
C. The court scenes

D. The market scenes

Answer: B
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Page 154 - Sentimentalism and Mackenzie

Q1. Which of the following is a character in Sterne's 'Tristram Shandy'?
A. Dr. Primrose

B. Corporal Trim

C. Squire Western

D. Captain Sentry

Answer: B

Q2. A new mood that arose during this period was the 'melting' mood of heightened...
A. Stoicism

B. Anger

C. Sensibility

D. Cynicism

Answer: C

Q3. What fresh type of man appeared upon the scene as a result of the new emotionalism?
A. The 'man of feeling'

B. The 'man of action’

C. The 'man of reason’

D. The 'man of iron’

Answer: A

Q4. Sterne was the first English writer to employ this new emotionalism as part of his regular...
A. Scientific method

B. Literary stock-in-trade

C. Political speeches

D. Philosophical essays

Answer: B

Q5. Who was the first writer on the Continent to employ this new emotionalism?
A. Voltaire

B. Goethe
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C. Rousseau
D. Kant

Answer: C

Q6. What word did Sterne make classic and current to describe this tearful mood?
A. Melancholic

B. Sentimental

C. Romantic

D. Tragic

Answer: B

Q7. In what book did Sterne make the word 'sentimental' classic?
A. Tristram Shandy

B. Sentimental Journey

C. The Man of Feeling

D. The Traveller

Answer: B

Q8. Who is one of Sterne's direct followers mentioned in the text?
A. Henry Fielding

B. Samuel Richardson

C. Henry Mackenzie

D. Horace Walpole

Answer: C

Q9. What is Henry Mackenzie's principal novel?
A. The Man of Feeling

B. The Sentimental Man

C. Tears of Joy

D. The Mourner

Answer: A

Q10. How is Mackenzie's 'The Man of Feeling' described from beginning to end?
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A. A triumphant epic

B. A perfect welter of tears
C. A bitter satire

D. A dry historical account

Answer: B

Page 9



History of English Literature - Important MCQs (Part 31)

Page 155 - Political Novels and Women Novelists

QL. In his later life, Henry Mackenzie opposed the...
A. American Revolution

B. French Revolution

C. Abolition of slavery

D. Reform Bill

Answer: B

Q2. Writers who had a message soon began to perceive that the novel could be used as a means of
popularising their...

A. Medical theories

B. Religious dogmas

C. Political and social ideas
D. Scientific discoveries

Answer: C

Q3. Who wrote the powerful novel 'Caleb Williams, or Things as They are' (1794)?
A. William Godwin

B. Thomas Paine

C. Edmund Burke

D. Tobias Smollett

Answer: A

Q4. Almost from the first, who began to take part in the growth of the novel?
A. Politicians

B. Clergymen

C. Women

D. Foreigners

Answer: C

Q5. Whose novel 'Evelina’ laid the real foundations of the woman's novel?

A. Jane Austen
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B. Clara Reeve
C. Frances Burney
D. Ann Radcliffe

Answer: C

Q6. In what year was Frances Burney's 'Evelina’ published?
A. 1768
B.1778
C. 1788
D. 1798

Answer: B

Q7. What did Samuel Johnson affectionately call Frances Burney?
A. Sweet Fanny

B. Little Fanny

C. Dear Fanny

D. Clever Fanny

Answer: B

Q8. 'Evelina’ was reckoned the greatest success since which novel?
A. Tom Jones

B. Pamela

C. Clarissa

D. Tristram Shandy

Answer: C

Q9. Frances Burney may be regarded as the founder of which school of fiction?
A. The 'Gothic school'

B. The 'tea-table school’

C. The 'sentimental school'

D. The 'romantic school’

Answer: B
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Q10. What was Frances Burney's second, more ambitious book?
A. Cecilia

B. Camilla

C. The Wanderer

D. Emma

Answer: A
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Page 156 - The Revival of Romance

Q1. One important new movement was initiated when the novel began to respond to a growing interest in
the...

A. Renaissance
B. Middle ages

C. Classical era
D. Industrial age

Answer: B

Q2. Who is the most conspicuous name in the revival of romance?
A. Henry Fielding

B. Samuel Johnson

C. Horace Walpole

D. Laurence Sterne

Answer: C

Q3. Walpole bought a small house near Twickenham which he transformed into a miniature...
A. Classical villa

B. Gothic castle

C. French chateau

D. Log cabin

Answer: B

Q4. What was the name of Walpole's toy castle?
A. Otranto House

B. Udolpho Castle

C. Strawberry Hill

D. Twickenham Keep

Answer: C

Q5. What was the title of Walpole's 'Gothic' romance published in 17657

A. The Mysteries of Udolpho
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B. The Castle of Otranto
C. The Old English Baron
D. The Romance of the Forest

Answer: B

Q6. Walpole claimed 'The Castle of Otranto' was inspired by a dream of a...
A. Ghostly monk

B. Gigantic hand in armour

C. Bleeding statue

D. Secret passageway

Answer: B

Q7. Which famous poet was so frightened by 'The Castle of Otranto' that he dreaded to go upstairs to bed?
A. Pope

B. Byron

C. Gray

D. Wordsworth

Answer: C

Q8. Who called 'The Castle of Otranto' 'the first romance in the language'?
A. Scott

B. Byron

C. Shelley

D. Keats

Answer: B

Q9. Who wrote "The Old English Baron' (1777)?
A. Ann Radcliffe

B. Clara Reeve

C. Frances Burney

D. Horace Walpole

Answer: B
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Q10. Ann Radcliffe gained an immense public by which of the following books?
A. The Castle of Otranto

B. The OIld English Baron

C. The Mysteries of Udolpho

D. Evelina

Answer: C

Page 15



